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WILLIAM B. ISAACS & CO. 


EDD TON 
WILLIAM B. ISAACS & CO., OF RICHMOND, VA., 
REPRESENTATIVES OF CERTAIN BANKS IN RICHMOND, 


The restoration of certain coin belonging to them nov in the Treasury of 
the United States. 


DECEMBER 14, 1877.—Ordered to be printed. 


Str: The undersigned, in behalf of the Exchange Bank of Virginia, 
the Bank of Virginia, and the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, corporate 
companies chartered many years since by the legislature of Virginia, 
respectfully represent: 

That there is in the Treasury of the United States, on special deposit, 
a sum of money, in specie, which is the bona-fide property of said banks, 
as will clearly appear by the following statement of facts: These bank- 
ing-houses were situated in the city of Richmond, but were destroyed 
in the conflagration which occurred on the day when the United States 
troops took possession of the city after its evacuation by the Confeder- 
ate firces. On the day preceding the evacuation, after that measure 
was determined on, the directors of the said banks, respectively, appre- 
hending that the coin of the banks, if permitted to remain in the bank- 
ing-houses, might become the subject of spoliation and robbery amid 
the disorder, confusion, and lawlessness which usually attend the capture 
and occupation of hostile cities (on which occasion the violence ot the 
unprincipled and depraved is more to be dreaded among the inhabitants 
themselves than that of the invading soldiery), resolved to secure their 
coin by removing it from a place of so much danger. Accordingly, it 
was packed in boxes and deposited in a car of the Richmond and Dan- 
ville Railroad Company for transportation to Danville, on the southern 
border of the State. Throughout the entire trip the coin was in the 
immediate custody of certain trusted officers and agents of the bank, 
specially selected for the purpose of guarding it. In about ten days 
after the arrival in Danville, and after intelligence of General Lee’s sur- 
render was received, the coin, which had been and still continued under 
the care and custody of the same officers and agents, was farther re- 
moved by them to the town of Washington, in the State of Georgia, and 
here deposited in a bank for safe-keeping. 
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Some short time afterward, on the 28th of April, when order and 
security had been established in Richmond, the directors of the banks 
determined to bring back their coin, and adopted measures accordingly ; 
and asa means of its protection and to secure its safe return to Rich mond, 
they applied to General Patrick, commanding the military department 
in that district, and made known to him their plans and purposes, and 
he readily gave passports to their officers and agents, accompanied by 
a request from him that the military officers of the United States on the 
route would afford them every facility in their power. (This passport 
&e., is herewith filed.) Thus was the locality of the coin and its owner. 
ship made known to the authorities, and thas did they recognize it as 
private property and seek to protect it. 

The agents promptly repaired to Washington, and, with the knowledge 
of the United States officers there, employed a train of wagons to trans- 
port the boxes to the most convenient point of the railroad in the diree- 
tion of Richmond. When the train of wagons had reached a distance 
of some eighteen miles from Washington, it was attacked by an armed 
party of men, falsely representing themselves as soldiers in the service 
of the United States, and plundered of specie to the amount of $250,000, 
belonging in different proportions to the said banks. Fortunately, a 
part of the plunder was recovered, amounting to one hundred and —— 
thousand ;* but the residue has never been recovered, and may now, 
perhaps, be regarded as irretrievably lost. Fearing that if they con- 
tinued their journey with the wagons similar attacks and robberies 
might be committed, the officers of the banks thought it most prudent 
to carry back the coin to Washington, and they accordingly did so, and 
deposited it in the same bank in which it had been previously lodged. 
After it had remained there a few days, it was seized by Captain Abra- 
ham, provost-marshal at Washington. Upon application, however, to 
General Winslow, commandant of the department, who had his head- 
quarters at Atlanta, and a full explanation of the case made to him by 
one of the officers of the banks, he became satisfied there was no just 
ground for detaining the coin, and acting under the direction of General 
Wilson, gave an order for its restoration to the agents of the banks. 
Thus a second time was it recognized by the United States authorities, 
cognizant of the facts, as the public property of the banks, and as such 
it continued on deposit in bank at Washington. It so remained until 
some time in the month of July, when no arm was raised in hostility to 
the government and authority of the United States. 

In the month of July, the means of transportation to Richmond having, 
in the judgment of the directors of the banks, become reasonably secure, 
they again took measures to remove the coin from Washington to Rich- 
mond. They explained the facts of the case to General Terry, command- 
ing at Richmond, and he gave to the officers proposed to be sent pass- 
ports, with a recommendation to the United States authorities along 
the route to furnish them facilities in executing their mission. (This 
passport, &¢., is herewith filed.) Thus for the third time was this 
specie recognized by the United States authorities, and sought to be 
protected as the property of the banks. 

On the arrival of the officers at Washington they found the money 
where it had been deposited by them for safe-keeping and ready to be 
delivered. But, much to their astonishment, they were informed by 
General Wild, in charge of the Freedmen’s Bureau, that he intended to 
seize the money for the use and benefit of that bureau, on the ground 


yjus sum, Upon an accurate estimate, is a fraction less than $100,000. See that of 
General Spinner, filed herewith, showing amount, and that it remains on special deposit. 
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that, though it was originally the property of the banks, through some 
contract or dealing between the Confederate States and the banks it 
had become the property of that government, and, having been aban- 
doned on its dissolution, was consequently the property of the United 
States. To this idea your petitioners need only give their solemn assur- 
ance that there existed no contract or dealing between the banks and 
the Confederate Government by which it was entitled to, or had any in- 
terest in, one dollar of the money in question. Not being able to effect 
a satisfactory adjustment with General Wild, one of the officers of the 
banks proceeded to Augusta and reported the facts of the case to Gen- 
eral Steadman, commanding in the Department of Georgia. 

Another of the officers came on to Richmond to inform the directors 
of the state of affairs. General Steadman immediately took measures 
to prevent any further interference on the part,of General Wild, and 
advised the officers of the banks to remove the specie to Augusta as a 
place of greater security, as there was only a small force at Washing- 
ton, and the publicity given to the fact that there was a large amount 
of specie there would render its longer continuance unsafe. Thus ad- 
vised, the officers carried the specie to Augusta and deposited it in bank 
for safe-keeping. It was thus in the recognized custody of the agents 
of the banks up to the month of August. 

In the meanwhile, on the report of the officers who came to Richmond to 
inform the directors of theclaim of General Wild in behalf of the Freed- 
men’s Bureau, they sent an agent to Washington City to ask an order from 
the authorities forthe delivery of their property. Thismeasure was taken 
_in ignorance of the action of General Steadman, who had expressed him- 
self satisfied as to the ownership of the property, and would have sur- 
rendered it to the officers of the banks had he not received orders to 
hold it till further advised. In this state of affairs he telegraphed to 
the Secretary of War on the 12th of August, stating, among other mat- 
ters, that the coin had been brought to Augusta by the agent of the 
banks under a safe.conduct from him; that it was then, on the 12th of 
August, in the custody of the agent, and would not be removed without 
further orders. ‘ 

lt appears that the matter was brought to the attention of the Presi- 
dent, and, on the 20th of August, an order was sent, through the Secre- 
tary of War, directing the gold to be handed over to a special agent 
from the Treasury Department sent for the parpose of bringing it to 
Washington City. When brought, it was placed on special deposit, and 
now it awaits the action of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

In the memorial heretofore presented to the President, before the gold 
was brought from Augusta, there was an omission of material facts now 
embraced in the statement; and it is confidently believed that had he 
been informed of them he would have directed the restoration of the 
money to the hands of its bona fide owners. This measure of simple 
justice is now invoked at the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury, who, 
as your petitioners are advised, has full authority in the premises. 

It is difficult to imagine on what ground the government can claim 
the gold in question. If it be claimed at all, it is presumed it must be 
on the assumption that the gold was abandoned by its owners or cap- 
tured by the United States authorities. 

1. Was it abandoned? ‘There is a legislative definition of the term 
‘‘abandoned” to be found in the act of Congress of July 2, 1864. That 
act declares ‘¢ property, real or personal, shall be regarded as abandoned 
when the legal owner thereof shall be voluntarily absent therefrom and 
engaged, either in arms or otherwise, in aiding or encouraging the rebel- 
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lion.” (See 13 Stat. U.S., p. —.) It is deemed sufficient to remark on 
this point that the owners of this gold were specially particular in 
guarding it with vigilant care; were, in legal contemplation, never ab- 
sent from it till it was delivered to the quartermaster of General Stead- 
man, in August; and, moreover, that they, being a corporation, could 
not, in their corporate capacity, commit treason or the offense “of aid- 
ing or encouraging the rebellion.” 

It is well settled that a corporation cannot commit felony or other 
crime, for it cannot suffer a felon’s punishment, nor is it liable to cor- 
poral penalties, nor to attainder or forfeiture. The property was never 
abandoned, but constantly looked after and cared for by its owners, and 
recognized and protected as theirs by the United States authorities up 
to the 23d of August. 

2. Was it captured? There is no legislative definition of the term 
“captured” in the various acts of Congress on the subject. For its 
meaning we must look to other sources. Captured property is some- 
thing which has been seized or taken from hostile possession by military 
or armed force. (See Secretary Chase’s circular of July, 1863.) To con- 
stitute ‘ captured property ” its seizure must be from “ hostile posses- 
sion.” (See letter of Attorney-General Speed to Mr. McCulloch of July 
5, 1865, in relation to cotton captured at Savannah.) 

On the 23d of August there was no arm South raised in “ hostility” 
to the United States; there was no ‘‘ hostile possession” by any one of 
anything, and the gold in question was, up to that day, recognized and 
protected as the ‘*‘ private property” of its owners. If it was lawful on 
that day to seize private property in Augusta, it is difficult to assign a 
reason why it may not be taken on this 9th December in Richmond. 

Generally, private property cannot be taken even in war. High 
authority declares ‘‘ private property or land, as a general rule of war, is 
now exempt from seizure or confiscation; and this general exemption 
extends even to cases of absolute and unqualified conquest.” (See Hal- 
leck’s International Law, p. 456; see, also, opinion of Chief Justice 
Chase, Wallace’s Rep., 2d vol., pp. 419, 420.) ‘This rule as to property 
or land (being enemies’ property) has received very important modifica- 
tions from usage, &c., and is regarded as substantially restricted by the 
necessary operations of war as excluding in general the seizure of the 
private property of pacific persons for the sake of gain.” (See 1 Kent, 
pp. 92,93.) Tis is the rule even in regard to the property of persons 
. deemed enemies in time of war. 

As a general rule, then, it is submitted that, under the law, the gold in 
question is protected. Is there any statute of Congress to modify this 
exemption? It is confidently believed that there is not. The act of 
Congress approved the 12th March, 1863, entitled “‘An act to provide 
for the collection of abandoned property,” &¢., while it also refers in 
one section to captured property, yet, in that which provides for the 
turning over of property to “an agent of the Treasury,” reference is 
only made to abandoned property, and to ‘cotton, sugar, rice, and to- 
bacco,” a specific class of exceptional articles, ‘deemed as peculiar ele- 
ments of strength during the rebellion.” Again see opinion of Chief 
Justice Chase above quoted, in which he says the capture seems to have 
been justified by the peculiar character of the property (cotton) taken 
under the provisions of the act of March 12, 1863. Your petitioners 
aver that the gold in question was neither abandoned nor captured, ac- 
cording to the laws of the land, and, being now under the control of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, ought to be turned to its bona-fide owners. 


Pie: - cighe vy 
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This measure of justice they trust will be awarded to them, and they 
respectfully ask that it be not withheld. 
All which is most respectfully submitted. 
JAMES CASKIBE, 
President Bank of Virginia 
J. M. GODDIN, 
Cashier Farmers’ Bank of Virginia. 
W. P. STROTHER, 
Cashier Exchange Bank of Virginia, at Richmond. 


Hon. HUGH McCULLOCH, 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: ; 

. James Caskie, president of the Bank of Virginia, maketh oath and 
saith that the statements contained in the foregoing petition are true to 
the best of his knowledge and belief. 

JAMES CASKIE, 
; P,esident Bank of Virginia. 


Sworn and subseribed by the said James Caskie this 9th day of De- 
cember, 1865, before me, a notary public in and for the city of Rich- 
mond. 

J. L. WILLIAMS, 
Notary Public. 


{5-cent internal-revenue stamp, canceled. } 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

John M. Goddin, cashier of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, maketh 
oath and saith that the statements contained in the foregoing petition 
are true to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

J. M. GODDIN, 
Cashier. 


Sworn and subscribed by the said John M. Goddin, cashier, this 9th 
day of December, 1865, before me, a notary public in and for the city 
of Richmond. 

J. L. WILLIAMS, 
Notary Public. 


[5-cent internal-revenue stamp, canceled. ] 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

William P. Strother, cashierof the Exchange Bank of Virginia, 
maketh oath and saith that the statements contained in the foregoing 
petition are true to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

WwW. P. STROTHER, 
Cashier. 


Sworn and subscribed by the said William P. Strother, cashier, this 
9th day of Devember, 1865, before me, a notary public in and for the 


city of Richmond. 
J. L. WILLIAMS, 
Notary Public. 


[5-cent internal-revenue stamp, canceled. } 
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STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

J. H. Weisiger, assistant cashier of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, 
maketh oath and saith that he is one of the officers of the bank named in 
the passports of General Patrick and General Terry sent by the banks 
of city of Richmond to the State of Georgia for their specie removed 
from the city of Richmond, on its evacuation in the month of April, 
and that the facts stated in regard to the loss and recovery of a portion 
of it and the action of the military authorities of the United States in 
relation thereto are, within his knowledge, true. 

J. H. WEISIGER. 


Sworn to and subscribed by the said Weisiger before me, at Rich- 
mond, Va., this 9th day of December, 1865. 
J. L. WILLIAMS, 
Notary Public. 


[5-cent internal-revenue stamp, canceled. | 


To ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States : 


Str: Mr. McCulloch, Secretary of the Treasury, has presented for 
your consideration the papers connected with the petition of certain 
banks of Virginia, asking the restoration to its owners of a sum of 
money (a fraction less than $100,000 in specie) now on special deposit 
in the Treasury. I am the president of one of the banks and agent of 
them all in presenting their petition, and respectfully beg leave to sub- 
mit a condensed statement of the main facts of the case, by which, I 
think, it will appear that one more plainly just was never presented for 
official decision. 

The ‘banks I represent, on the evacuation of Richmond, fearing the 
dangers to which they were exposed from the lawless and vicious, Fed- 
eral and Confederate, determined to remove their specie to a place of 
safety. It was carried to the town of Washington, in Georgia, and there 
deposited with their agents. On the 27th of April they sent for it, hav- 
ing obtained for their officers a passport from General Patrick, then in 
command at Richmond, to whom the object of their mission was ex- 
plained. Returning with the coin, the agents were robbed near the 
Savannah River by a band of Confederate soldiers. They returned a 
part of the amount, and this was carried back to Washington, because 
they deemed it unsafe, by reason of the posse of robbers in that region, 
to attempt then to bring it to Richmond. The coin remained in Wash- 
ington undisturbed for nearly three months, when the banks deemed it 
then safe to attempt its transportation again. Accordingly they applied 
to Major-General Terry, then in command at Richmond, explained the 
locality of their coin, their desire to remove it, and invoked his aid and 
protection in doing so. By his written order (filed among the papers) 
he affirmed that the coin was the property of the banks; that their 
agents were permitted to go for-it, and he invoked in behalf of their 
mission and for them the assistance and protection of ‘all officers of 
the United States Army and others.” The coin thus recognized, and 
the agents thus guarded by the order of General Terry, proceeded at 
once to Washington. On their arrival they learned that General Wild, 
subcommissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau, had expressed his intention 
to seize the coin for the benefit of that bureau, on the pretext that it 
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was “abandoned property.” Some of the officers of the banks went to 
Augusta and appealed to Major-General Steadman, in charge of the 
Department of Georgia, informed him of General Wild’s avowed inten- 
tion, and invoked his interference and protection. General Steadman 
interposed at once and prevented any interference by General Wild, 
and thereupon advised the officers to remove the coin to Augusta as a 
place of safety, and gave them a guard and safe-conduct to enable them 
to do so. ? 

Some of the bank officers, on hearingof General Wild’s purpose, came 
immediately to Richmond to report this unexpected obstruction. In 
ignorance of General Steadman’s order, and of his view of their rights 
(for he would have allowed their agents to proceed without interference), 
the banks sent an agent to Washington City to ask the authorities here 
to interpose and allow them to bring their property without further in- 
terruption. On presenting this request, General Steadman was tele- 
graphed (onthe 11th of August) for information on the subiect of the 
coin. In reply (on the 12th of August) he stated that General Wild, 
when at Washington, in Georgia, in July, made claim to some coin then 
on deposit there, claimed by the Richmond banks; that the case was re- 
ported to him by an agent of the banks; that he gave ‘‘safe-conduct” for 
the coin to Augusta, where it then was in possession of the agent, We. 
On the 20th of August General Steadman was again telegraphed that 
the President had the claim of tne banks to the coin on deposit, and 
directs that it be not given up, but held to abide his order. On the 
23d of August a telegram was sent, through the Adjutant-General, stat- 
ing that ‘‘the President having considered the claim of the Richmond 
banks to the coin captured, directs that it be turned over to an agent of 
the Treasury who will be sent,” &c., &c. The coin was according y 
turned over, andit was brought tothis city and placed on “special deposit” 
with the Treasurer, and it is now here subject to such order as may 
comport with your sense of justice. Itis uncaptured private property, 
whose owners have established their titles by unquestionable evidence; 
or, if captured, taken under a misapprehension of its true condition, 
without full information in regard to it, yet still so far under executive 
control as that your excellency has power to restore it to its bona-fide 
owners, and thus to administer justice. 

The banks, knowing that the coin had never been captured, and sup- 
posing that your excellency’s purpose in directing it to be brought here 
was, not to change its character in any way or to impress any new 
quality upon it, but simply to remove it from Georgia to this city, leav- 
ing its legal status to be ascertained thereafter, and believing that the 
new light thrown on the case would enable and authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to grant relief, and that he was the proper person to 
whom to apply in the first instance, presented their petition to him, 
asking a restoration of their coin. It is believed that had that officer 
regarded himself as possessed of the power to grant the relief, he would 
readily and cheerfully have done so, prompted by high sense of justice, 
and by intelligence that could not fail to see that to deny it under the 
circumstances would involve a wrong which a just man shrinks from 
committing. 

On considering the case, Mr. McCulloch doubted his power to grant 
the relief. Hecertainly had authority torefuse it. This he did not do, 
but referred the case to the Attorney-General for his opinion, and pro- 
pounded two questions: 

1, “Whether the coin should or should not be restored to the eclaim- 
ants?” 
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2. “If itshould be, by whose order; that of the President, or Secretary 
of the Treasury?” 

The opinion is among the papers. While they were before the Attor- 
ney-General the statement of General Steadman was obtained, showing 
that he never captured the coin ; that he regarded it as the property of 
the banks; that he gave their officers a “‘ safe-conduct” to protect it, and 
would never been interfered with by him but for the order from Wash- 
ington City. : 

In the opinion of the Attorney-General it was suggested that General 
Steadman should be further examined. Accordingly he was re-examined, 
and by Mr. Jordan, the Solicitor of the Treasury. He reaffirms all con- 
tained in his original statement, and superadds the important fact that 
in sending the guard from Washington to Augusta, his object was to 
prevent persons prowling about the country from robbing, ‘‘and to pro- 
tect the gentlemen in possession of the coin as their property in Augusta.” 
It thus appears, beyond all dispute, that at the time of the order from 
Washington the coin, so far from being captured, was in possession of 
the agents of its owners at Augusta, and protected as such by the guard 
of a major-general of the United States Army. 

In reply to the first question propounded to him, the Attorney-General 
Says: 

To recapitulate briefly, I am of opinion— 

1. That the coin should be restored if, the President did not intend to direct a cap- 
ture of the property, and it was not captured in contemplation of law before he issued 
his order of the 23d of August, 1865; and 


2. That if the property was captured property in the hands of General Steadman 
before and at the time that order was issued, it should not be restored. 


It will be observed that the Attorney-General suggested a re-examin 
ation of General Steadman. He was re-examined. His evidence is in 
the papers. On its “legal effect” Mr. Jordan was directed to report, 
and in his report he says: *“ As to the effect of the statements of General 
Steadman, it appears to me that the assumption of the possession of the 
coin in question was not intended asa capture. General Steadman, who 
gave the immediate order for assuming control thereof, simply conformed 
to the directions of his superior officer, the President of the United States. 
He neither proceeded upon any views of his own, nor did he assume to 
understand those of the President.”.. Mr. McCulloch, in his letter to your 
excellency, concedes that it is ‘“‘clearly established” that the coin can 
only be regarded as captured in virtue of your order. It is, then, undeni- 
able, and admitted on all hands, it was not captured before that order. | 

The first question is, did your excellency design by that order to con- 
stitute a capture; or were you, in making it, simply directing the dis- 
position of property you believed at the time to have been captured ? 
This is a question which you alone and personally have to decide. Permit 
me to suggest that there was nothing in the report of General Steadman 
to justify the idea that he had made a capture, and nothing disclosed at 
the time to enable you understandingly to decide as to the true status 
of the property. In this condition of the matter it was but proper that 
(without full information on the subject) you should see that the property 
was so placed as that the right direction might be given to it; and hence, 
Linfer it was ordered to be delivered to an agent of the Treasury specially 
sent for the purpose, brought to this city, and pat on special deposit, 
subject to any subsequent order that new facts in regard to it might 
show to be just and proper. 

It is believed, Mr. President, that you’never could or would have de- 
signed to direct a capture of the coin (so as to deprive its owners of it) 
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had you been fully informed of all the circumstances attending it; that 
in very truth at the time of your order it was in the possession of its 
owners’ agents, having a passport from General Terry at Richmond, 
addressed to ‘all officers of the United States and others”, requesting 
assistance for them in its transportation; that it had been and was then 
protected by order of General Steadman, who advised the removal of it 
from Washington to Augusta as a place of safety, and whohad no thought 
or intention of interfering with it but for the order from this city; in 
brief, that it was private property in the hands of its owners, who were 
bringing it home by permission of competent military authority, pro- 
tected by the orders of two major-generals, nearly three months after 
your proclamation of amnesty, and when no arm was raised in hostility 
to the government and laws of the United States. 

In this connection permit me to remind your excellenecy that it is held 
by an unbroken current of authority that to constitute a legal capture 
of private property, even in time of war, it must be taken from “ hostile 
possession.” This coin was not only not in “hostile possession,” but it 
was in the peaceful possession of its owners, shielded by your proclama- 
tion of amnesty (unless they possessed more than $20,000 worth of prop- 
erty, which could only be taken by regular legal proceedings under the 
confiscation act of Congress), and protected by the arms and (they sup- 
posed) by the honor of the government; and the appeal is now confi- 
dently made to you, with full authority in the premises, for its restora- 
tion. 

{If you did not design to make a capture by your telegram of the 23d 
of August, then the coin remains uncaptured to this hour, and, asa 
matter of course, the Secretary of the Treasury will be directed to de- 
liver it to its owners. But even if you did so design, still the power 
resides in you to reconsider that order, and, in the light of the facts 
disclosed by the petition and accompanying evidence, now to revoke it 
and administer justice in the premises. That you have this authority, 
I cite the opinions of your law-officers, the Attorney-General and the 
Solicitor of the Treasury. 

The second question presented is, will you exercise this authority ? 

The coin is the private property of the banks of Virginia—theirs 
exclusively. In the dissolving scenes of the rebellion they sought to 
save it from the hand of violence. They were robbed of it all at one 
time; but it was ascertained to be private property, when a portion was 
restored. It was deposited in a place of safety, and its locality dis- 
closed to the federal authorities, who recognized their rights, and sought 
to protect them. When bringing it home under this protection, the 
government is informed (not of all the facts, but) that a subcommis- 
sioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau laid some claim to it on the ground 
that it was “abandoned property,” and upon that information it is 
ordered to be brougbt to Washington City, and is now on special de- 
posit in the Treasury. It is shown never to have been captured, unless 
the President’s telegram of the 23d of August was designed as, and of 
itself constituted, a capture. A petition is presented to the Secretary 
of the Treasury asking its delivery to its owners. He conceives that he 
has no power to dispose of it until the President directs its disposition. 
By direction of the President it is now on special deposit, and he refers 
the subject to your excellency and awaits your orders. 

Upon a survey of all the facts, as I have faithfully detailed them, the 
undersigned cannot doubt that good faith, law, honor, and every con- 
sideration which should control the action of a just man and an upright 
officer, all conspire to show that the petitioners are fairly and legally 
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entitled to their property; and I respectfully ask that your excellency 
will at once direct the Secretary of the Treasury to restore it to them. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, &c., 
JAS. M. SPEED, . 
Of Virginia. 
WASHINGTON Criry, February 20, 18°6. 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, in behalf of certain creditors of the Bank of Virginia 
and of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, corporate companies, chartered 
more than twenty years since by the legislature of Virginia, respectfully 
represent: That the said banks (as authorized by an act of the legisla- 
ture of Virginia passed since the war) have gone into liquidation, and 
under an order of the United States court at Richmond, Va., in 1871, 
the assets of said banks were sold, and we, as representing a large num- 
ber of the creditors of said banks, became the purchaser of certain coin, 
amounting to about one hundred thousand dollars, which was covered 
into the Treasury of the United States by joint resolution of Congress 
approved 22d of March, 1867, and that the said banks were the rightful 
and lawful owners of said coin, as will appear from the following state- 
ment of facts : 

The banks were located in Richmond, Va. The day previous to the 
evacuation of that place by the rebel forces, in April, 1865, anticipating 
the danger of its loss during the season of disorder and confusion usu- 
ally attending the capture and occupation of hostile cities, the directors 
of said banks procured transportation and sent their coin, in custody of 
the employés, to the town of Washington, in the State of Georgia. 

On the 28th day of April, in the same year, when order had_ been es- 
tablished by the United States authorities, they desired to bring back 
said coin to said city of Richmond, and procured from the district com- 
mander, General Patrick, the passes for travel for the purpose, together 
with a request from that officer to the United States military authori- 
ties along the route to afford the agents of the banks the necessary facil- 
ities ; that, having taken the coin from the banks at Washington, said 
agents were proceeding toward Richmond with it, when they were at- 
tacked by robbers, and, deeming it unsafe to proceed, returned to Wash- 
ington, Ga., and again deposited the coin in bank there for safety. 
Shortly afterward said coin was seized by the United States provost- 
marshal at that place, but the facts being stated to the department com- 
mander, he ordered it restored to the agents of the banks, 

In July of the same year it was again deemed safe to attempt the re- 
turn of the coin to Richmond, and General Terry, commander of the De- 
partment of Virginia, issued to the bank-agents the proper authority for 
the purpose, and also requested the military authorities along the route 
to afford said agents necessary facilities in carrying ont the undertak- 
ing. On arriving at Washington, Ga., the agents of the banks were 
advised that General Wild, in charge of the Freedmen’s Bureau at that 
place, objected to removal of the coin, claiming it as being the property 
of the rebel government, but by appealing to the commander of the De- 
partment of Georgia the bank-agents were allowed to take their coin. 
Deeming it still imprudent tp attempt its transportation across the 
country to Richmond, said agents took it to Augusta, Ga. 
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While in said city, in bank for safe-keeping, the Secretary of War 
ordered it turned over to a special agent of the Treasury Department, 
sent for the purpose, who brought it to Washington, D. C., and placed 
it on “‘ special deposit” in the United States Treasury, where it remained 
till the joint resolution of March 22, 1867, covered it into the Treasury. 

Your petitioners refer to the testimony on file with the Secretary of 
the Senate in support of the claim asserted by them, and will also sub- 
mit further proof, if desired, as to the ownership of the coin by the Bank 
of Virginia and Farmers’ Pank of Virginia. 

We respectfully ask for the proper legislation to put us in possession 
of our rights in the premises, 
WM. B. ISAACS & CO. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, William B. Isaacs & Company, of Richmond, Va., 
respectfully represent to your honorable body, that under and by vir- 
tue of a decree.of the circuit court of the United States, at Richmond, 
Va., rendered on the 17th day of March, 1871, in the suits of C. S. Me- 
Elwain against the receivers of the Bank of Virginia, and William Bayne 
and others against the receiver of the. Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, the 
assets of said banks were sold at public auetion in the month of June, 
1871; that the assets of said banks, among other things, consisted of 
certain coin and bullion then and now in the Treasury of the United 
States, the same having been placed there as a special deposit, in 
August, 1865, and subsequently, to wit, on the 22d of March, 1867, cov- 
ered into the Treasury by joint resolution of Congress of that date, the 
said coin and bullion amounting in the aggregate to about $100,000 ; 
the said coin and bullion at the time of said sale was the right- 
ful property of said banks; that at the time of said sale said banks 
were insolvent and in process of winding up; that at that time your 
petitioners, in their own right and in the right of others whom 
they represented, were creditors of said banks to the amount of about 
$210,000; that at said sale the whole of the assets of said banks were 
sold; that out of the amount of the assets purchased by your petition- 
ers a Sum not exceeding $35,000 has been realized, leaving a balance 
still due to your petitioners and those they represent of about $175,000 ; 
that of the said assets so sold as aforesaid, your petitioners became the 
purchasers of the said coin ana bualiion, and that of the assets so pur- 
chased by your petitioners said banks received a credit upon their in- 
debtedness as aforesaid of about $144,000, which left a balance due from 
said banks to your petitioners as aforesaid of about $66,009; that al- 
lowing a credit for the coin and bullion so purchased of $100,000, and 
the $35,000 realized as aforesaid, a balance is left of about $75,000; that 
the sale of said assets as aforesaid received the approval of said court, 
and that by virtue of such sale and purchase as aforesaid your peti- 
tioners became the legal owners of said coin and bullion. 

Your petitioners further represent that in April, 1865, on the day of the 
evacuation of Richmond by the Confederate forces, said coin and bullion 
was the lawful property of said banks, and in their exclusive possession 
and control; that on that day, by an arrangement made by the officers of 
said banks on the one part, and James G. Baine, assistant teller of the 
Confederate States treasury, on the other part, transportation was pro- 
cured for the coin and bullion of said banks, which said coin and bullion 
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amounted in the aggregate to about $450,000; that said coin and bul- 
lion belonging to said banks as aforesaid was transported from Rich- 
mond, Va., to Abbeville, S. C., in a car set apart for that exclusive pur- 
pose; that certain officers and employés of said banks had continuous 
and exclusive possession of said coin and bullion from the time it left 
the vaults of said banks until it reached the town of Abbeville, S. C., at 
which place said coin and bullion was transferred by said officers and 
employés from said car to wagons, and in said wagons was transported 
from Abbeville to the town of Washington, in the State of Georgia, and 
there placed in bank as the property of said banks for safe-keeping ; 
that in the mouth of May, 1865, the said banks ob'ained from General 
Patrick, who was in command at said city of Richmond, a permit to 
bring back their said coin and bullion from Washington, Ga., to Rich- 
moud; that certain officers and employés of said banks set out immedi- 
ately thereafter from said town of Washington with all of said coin and 
bullion, amounting in the aggregate to about $450,000, for the city of 
Richmond ; that after having proceeded about eighteen miles from said 
town of Washington, they were met by certain ex-Confederate soldiers 
and robbed of $250,000, being a part of said coin and bullion; that the 
remaining $200,000 not taken by the robbers was carried by a portion 
of said bank-officers to Richmond, and turned over to said banks; that 
on the day after the robbery before mentioned, $111,000 of the $250,000 
so taken were recovered, and, after paying sundry expenses incidental 
to said recovery, the fund recovered was reduced to about $100,000 ; 
that the said $100,000 so recovered was taken back to Washington, Ga., 
and placed in the possession of agents of the said banks for safe-keep- 
ing, and remained there until the month of August, 1865, when said 
officers received a permit from General Terry authorizing them to re- 
move said coin and bullion to Richmond; that in pursuance of such 
authorization said officers reached Augusta, Ga., with said coin on their 
way to Richmond; that in addition to the permit granted then by Gen- 
eral Terry, said officers received a safe-conduct from General Steadman, 
who was at that time in command of the Department of Georgia; that in 
the month of August, 1865, and while said $100,000 in coin and bullion 
was in the possession of the officers of said banks at Augusta, Ga., hav- 
ing been placed on deposit in a bank at Augusta for safe-keeping, an 
employé of the Treasury Department arrived there with directions from 
the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Treasury to take pos- 
session of said coin and bullion and transport it to Washington City, D. 
C., and under and by virtue of said authority, said agent or employé 
took possession of said coin and bullion and transported it to said Wash- 
ington City, and the same was placed as a special deposit in the Treas- 
ury of the United States, where it has since remained and now is. 

Your petitioners further represent that Generals Patrick, Terry, and 
Steadman regarded and treated said coin and bullion as the rightful 
property of said banks, and protected it and the officers of said banks 
in so far as they could in their possession, and rendered such aid and 
facilities as was in their power to protect said bank-officers in the pos- 
session of said coin and bullion, and in its return from Georgia to Rich- 
mond; that President Johnson, Attorney-General Speed, and Secretary 
of the Treasury McCulloch, each and all coincided in the opinion that 
said coin and bullion in the Treasury of the United States, as aforesaid, 
was the rightful property of said banks, and that they were lawfully en- 
titled to its possession, and after a fullexamination of the facts connected 
therewith, the President, upon the advice of the Attorney-General, 
ordered and directed the Secretary of the Treasury to turn over to said 
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banks said coin and bullion; that while said order was being executed 
the joint resolution heretofore referred to was introduced into Con- 
gress, and, on the day of its introduction, without having been referred 
to any committee, and in the absence of reliable and truthful informa- 
tion as to the facts in regard thereto, passed, under and by virtue of 
which said coin and bullion was covered into the Treasury of the United 
States. 

All of which averments, as herein set forth and specified, your peti- 
tioners are ready to substantiate by the most incontrovertible and 
trustworthy evidence. 

The firm of William B. Isaacs & Co., your petitioners, consists of 
William B. Isaacs, William G. Taylor, and John 8. Williams, all citizens 
of the United States and residents of Richmond, Va. 

Your petitioners, therefore, respectfully pray that such action may be 
had and taken by your honorable body as is necessary to put them in 
possession of said coin and bullion. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

WM. B. ISAACS & CO. 


RicHMoND, VA., April 30, 1866. 

I, James Caskie, of Richmond, Va., president of the Bank of Virginia, 
do hereby depose and certify that the amount of coin held by the Bank 
of Virginia and its branches was, as appears from the paper herewith 
submitted and marked ‘‘A,” rather over $390,000. The coin had for a 
length of time been pretty much under the care and control of the bank 
at Richmond, and on the Ist day of April, 1865, was nearly all in the 
vaults at Richmond, Lynchburg, and Danville, Virginia. 

On the 23d day of March, 1865, in pursuancce of a resolution of the 
board of directors of said bank and upon application of the auditor of 
the State of Virginia, acting under the directions of the governor of said 
State, the said bank agreed to loan $100,000 in coin on behalf of itself and 
branches under the act of the general assembly of Virginia, dated the 
14th day of March, 1865, authorizing a loan of $300,000 in coin, to 
be loaned by the S ate to the Confederate States, under act of Con- 
gress of said Confederate States, approved March 17, 1865. 

The following is an exact copy of the said resolution, taken from the 
original record of the minutes of the said board of directors, which was 
saved in the cashier’s vault, and now in possession of the said Bank of 
Virginia : 

At a called meeting of the board of directors of the Bank of Virginia on Thursday, 
the 23d of March, 1865, it was 

Resolved, That the Bank of Virginia, acting for itself and its branches, will lend to 
the State in coin, under the act of assembly passed the 14th of March, 1805, the sum 
of one hundred thousand dollars, to be by the State loaned to the Confederate States, 
under the act of congress approved 17 March, 1865. The security given by the Con- 
federate States under the aforesaid act for said loan, it is understood, shall be ratably 
for the benefit of all the parties interested in the loan of three hundred thousand dol- 
lars to the State of Virginia. 

The one hundred thousand dollars was passed to the credit of the 
State of Virginia on the books of said bank on the 24th day of March, 
1865. 

I was informed on Sunday, the 2d day of April, 1865, by the cashier, 
assistant cashier, or other officer of the bank, that the warrant of the 
State had been drawn and presented, and that the holder thereof, Capt. 
John M. Strother, an officer of the commissary department of the Con- 
federate States, desired or preferred to take a part of the one hundred 
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thousand dollars in shape of a coin-check on Lynchburg, Va., which I 
directed to be issued to the holder of said warrant, and I also directed 
that $80,000 in coin be packed for the holder of the State treasurer’s 
check, and held ready for delivery to him without trouble or labor when 
he should call for it, and I have every reason to believe it was done. 
The warrant of the State for one hundred thousand dollars coin I have 
heard was lost or destroyed, along with other property of the bank 
lost in Georgia, after having been handed or given up to the officers of 
the bank by Capt. John M. Strother. I have no idea that the coin was 
marked to Captain Strother on the boxes, but the $80,000 was put up 
so that it could be delivered to the person holding the treasure1’s check 
without interfering with other coin held by the bark. 

On Sunday, the 2d of April, 1865, it was thought to be expedient, 
with a view to the safety of the funds and effects of the bank, that they 
should be removed from the city, and having ascertained that this could 
be done by a train of cars which would leave that evening on the Dan- 
ville Railroad, everything to be sent off was hastily packed up and sent 
away under the care and control of the assistant cashier and other ofii- 
cers of the bank. The whole was sent from the bank upon the same 
wagon, and solely under the care and contro! of the officers of the bank. 
What became of it afterward is best known to the officers who aeccom- 
panied it, who are all respectable and reliable men. The next page of 
this statement, marked 7, exhibits a full and accurate copy of the bond 
given to the said Bank of Virginia for the $100,000 in coin by the State, 
being the amount agreed to be loaned to the State by the bank and its 
branches under the act of March 14, 1805. It may be proper to state 
that I have considered the bond as in fact void and canceled, the coin 
not having been actually paid to the State, and it having become evi- 
dent that the money could not be used for the purpose for which it was 
borrowed by the State. Had the matter been consummated, as was 
intended when the credit was given to the State on the 24th March, 
the amount would have been apportioned to the bank and its branches 
and separate bonds taken for each. 

AvuDITOR’s OFFICE, RICHMOND, VA., 
March 24, 1865. 
No. 1. $100,000.00: 


At the termination of the present war, or at such earlier day as the State of Virginia 
may adopt, the commonwealth of Virginia will pay at the treasury thereof, in gold or 
silver coin, to the Bank of Virginia the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, with in- 
terest thereon at the rate of six per centum per annum from the date hereof, it being 
gold and silver coin borrowed under the direction of the government in pursuance 
of an act of the general assembly of Virginia entitled, “An act authorizing a loan to 
the commonwealth of three hundred thousand dollars in gold and silver coin, by the 
several banks, and the application thereof to the use of the army of Northern Virginia, 
passed March 14th, 1865,” 

J. S. CALVERT, 


Treasurer of Virginia. 
Countersigned : 
J. M. BENNETT, 
duditor of Public Accounts. 


The statement marked “ B,” and hereto attached, shows the amount 
of coin held in our vaults on the Ist day of April, 1865, 

The whole amount held by the Bank of Virginia and its branches at 
that date was about $390,000, distributed as follows: 


Coin in vault in bank at Richmond about. ....-... 22. snabesneannseeeiene $160, 000 
Coin in vault in bank at Danville about. ...... 2... 2-05 annecaensennceuass 100, 000 
Coin in vault in bank at Lynchburg about .-..-.-..----. ---- +--+ ---- +--+ 130, 000 


390, 000 > 
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The $80,000 put up to pay the State treasurer’s check on account of 
the State loan was counted out of the $160,000 (or thereabouts) held by 
the said bank at Richmond and the check drawn for the $20,000, 1 sup- 
pose, payable to the order of the said Capt. J obn M. Strother, was against 
the coin of the bank held at Lynchburg. 

All the coin held by the bank at Richmond and Danville was sent 
South upon the evacuation by the Confederate armies of the city of Rich- 
mond. ; 

Of the amounts sent South the bank received back from Georgia, in 
the month of June, 1865, about seventy-five thousand dollars. 

I cannot accurately describe all the packages which contained the coin 
and other property of the bank taken South on the 2d day of April, 1865. 
A list or invoice was probably kept by Mr. Alexander F. Denny, who 
was assistant cashier of the bank, and who now resides at Lexington, 
Virginia. 

There is now held by the bank the following packages, in which there 
were returned from the South the amounts set opposite each: one old 
iron money-chest, 123x18 inches, $34,973.00; one old iron money-chest, 
124x18 inches, $19,615.10; ten-gallon keg, four iron hoops (marked, 
‘Three thousand dollars, coin, dimes and half-dimes, &c., counted and 
sealed May 13, 1845, by George Price, Th. P. Atkinson, R. H. Claiborne), 
$3,000.00. 

Other amounts, to make about $75,000, were in packages not kept and 
cannot be described. 

All the coin, gold and silver, held by the said bank consisted princi- 
pally of American gold and silver coin. A small quantity of the gold 
was, I think, California gold, and a small amount of English and other 
foreign gold coin. The silver coin was all or nearly all American. The 
bank held no bullion or other gold or silver-ore or metals. 

JAMES CASKIE. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this lst day of May, 1866, at Rich- 
mond, Va. 

JOHN 8. LOOMIS, 

Assistant Special Agent, &e., United States Treasury Department, 

Richmond District, Virginia. 


A. 
Coin belonging to the Bank of Virginia and branches. 

RIBHIMNON e225 ess 2 a<'s Cos Bee re ae Bea sl ee ee a $36, 415 00 
CTs CREED Uae er a re ree Nee reas et teeny Serena: Sit crarais ote metals clatdia:-era-ciala 35, 004 00 
ese Ens CF No ee eer ee cin tee i teins iaars ce me 5a) s San aiale(o o ohse 0. o os) o'eiors 26,615 00 
EMGRERLOKBDULD sacs apie) Sess seas sees ce Pe naepea Mejoe coal wc fe s'e-nciaveclacs ace 18, 923 66 
ge ONAN te See Bre aaa ta a ace seen Series aw od cola? Wate sion weia'cinte 5echtalsi 60, 295 00 
Penn U PLE near etre hee ied a a ee eh a hac la alain ssa) pallet = 5.) s- die die s.s'es6 sieic's 26, 692 00 
SCRE Sh Ud etree ee areata eterno ain te ee erate cla oe cimcinelaicion basinal odemcdls 16, 121 00 
eee OM este ee tne inalatecineiaie cass a ciadescedemtpc seme ve mesa mele 34, 074 00 
{UTC gomcne oninOn ccoteh quaSecoohichn CHD OSG SHS es GHe A Bp Se eeRSeE Se: ae re 29,590 00 
SHG NOR ee cere cio eta an) fa set teats Giana tec ols: awa aind visne sis wasag@aoess 99, 000 00 
382,729 66 

Special deposit made by the Bank of Richmond to the credit of the State 
OSLO wae er enieae anew eats acces hone cn secnen rena a selpens 9,000 00 
391,729 66 
Amount held and received back............-....-- PRC on Cree eee 207,012 00 
ORCA OM OY TOUVOLY aiecn'a cep vars «0m 4 amicewa ome 0s eon naph Wawa ohne wes 184,717 66 


Less the amount that may have been paid out of the coin sent away by officers of 
the bank after leaving Richmond. 


Y 
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B. 


Statement of transactions in coin from 1st April, 1865, to 1st April, 1866. 
1865. 


June 26.° 1 bag silver, Charleston Branch........ ..-.+...---. $300 00 
MM benmealns sea tug age nis tkeug meee et aeeaae 640 90 

oT a agueon eile aie rarer e cteele ss eae aes a ae ree 16 53 

GS) Saas ceed Salat. P2a Sh See ae ae 200 00 

Sb gp a aa outece lao eastrsiem ale = aie eraeetetanmioes 271 84 

bag gold tes. Sapp eae op teeter dice a cea e eee ene 1,500 00 

She S| cued at ain sl ewe te as ake oth 00 fake cite cn eee 1, 005 00 

BE ac ana soe on creed Wine moe ad pe ee ee eee 5, 000 00 

Copperst-caiee sockets tele ck tne Sone Deeeee cere nee 39 50 

June 30. From W. D. Bagnall, cashier Norfolk Branch, chest... 34,973 00 
July 22. From M. McDaniel, cashier Union Branch..-........- 748 35 


Aug. 1. From D. Dodson, cashier Petersburg Branch, chest .- 19,615 10 
Sep. 25. From J. M. Dodridge, cashier Charleston Branch -... 17,027 00 
26. From W.Q. Spence, cashier Lynchburg Branch. .... 12,151 55 
From W. Q. Spence, cashier Lynchburg Branch -.... 1, 267 OL 

Nov. 10. From R. E. Withers, cashier Danville Branch...... 4,010 00 
From R. E. Withers, cashier Danville Branch, keg .. 3,000 00 

Sep. 22. From J. M. Dodridge, cashier Charleston Branch... 48,000 00 


22. From W.Q. Spence, cashier Lynchburg Branch..... 48,000 00 
1866. 
Jan. 8. From I. Anthony, cashier Buchanan Branch......-- 40 00 


———— $197,805 78 
Oct. 31. Proportion of coin from South divided between the three banks. 9,206 25 


Jan. 6. Received for Farmers’ Bank notes redeemed .......-..---...--- 10,506 30 


217,518 33 


June 30. Paid W. D. Bagnall, cashier Norfolk Branch ........ 5,000 00 


July. 13. Paid I. Anthony, cashier Buchanan Branch .....-..- 1,500 00 
Sept. 25. Paid W. H. Wilson, cashier Portsmouth Branch. .-.- 425 00 
21, .e ald bank officers to Ist July, 18652... caer ccs -ce oF 3, 586 00 
27. Paid W.K. Gordon, cashier Fredericksburg Branch. - 975 00 
30; obaid treioht.. --.....2.. Se Pen ieee ya ane Bb 21 
Redemption notes and for deposits ...--...-...----. 51,905 56 

63, 426 77 

Gore on hand ist April: 1866 sna s swab ees meme eestor 154, 091 56 


Coin on hand Ist April, 1866, $157,098 45, bank and branches, as per published state- 
ment. 


Cusrom-Housk, RICHMOND, VA., 
April 30, 1866. 

I, West R. Quarles, of Richmond, Virginia, late general bookkeeper 
of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, do hereby depose and certify that I 
was sent for by Mr. McFarland, president of said bank, on Sunday, the 
2d day of April, 1865, to come to his house. I went to his house about 
twelve o’clock noon, on said day, when he told me that a dispatch had 
been received from General Robert E. Lee, which stated that it might be 
necessary for the Confederate forces to evacuate the city of Richmond 
before sundown of that day, and that in consequence thereof he wanted 
me to go to the bank and assist in packing up the specie and other prop- 
erty of the bank, for removal of the same from Richmond on the same 
train of railroad cars on the Danville road which was to convey the 
treasure of the said Confederate States Government. 

I arrived at the bank, in pursuance of Mr. McFarland’s request, at 
about twelve o’clock and thirty minutes on said day. We proceeded 
immediately to pay out balances, in Confederate money, to all custom - 
ers who applied for funds; also, to special depositors, valuables, papers, 
coin, plate, &c. Some time after we commenced paying out funds, Xe., 
Capt. John M. Strother, a commissary of subsistence of the Confederate 
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States army, came to the bank and got the one hundred and twelve 
thousand dollars in coin loaned by the said Farmers’ Bank and the 
Traders’ Bank of Richmond, Virginia, to the State of Virginia. He took 
the coin away from the bank between the hours of three and five o’clock 
on said day, as near as I can recollect. The money was paid out to him 
in some several boxes. Some of the boxes were the regular specie-boxes, 
and some of them a little larger than the ordinary size of specie-boxes. 
He took the specie away in a wagon. 

We continued to transact business in the bank for some time after 
Captain Strother left with the said coin, and I remained in the bank 
until business was closed and until all the balance of the coin and other 
property of the bank was packed up and placed on a wagon in the front 
of the bank. There was no coin or other property taken on this wagon 
but that which remained in the bank at the hour of closing. Captain 
Strother took the said $112,000 (paid him as aforesaid) away from the 
bank some time previous to our moving the remaining funds and other 
property at the bank, and by another means of conveyance. The wagon 
containing the property of the bank left the building about five o’clock 
p.m. of said day. 

Mr. McFarland requested me to go with the coin and other prop- 
erty in the retreat from Richmond. After getting the property loaded 
on the wagon I went home and thence to the train, arriving there about 
six o’clock that evening, and found the property of the bank still in the 
wagon, and helped to unload it and superintended placing it in a freight- 
ear which I took possession of at the depot of the Danville Railroad. 
There was afterward placed in said car property of the Bank of Vir- 
ginia, the Exchange Bank, the Bank of the Commonwealth, and the 
Bank of Richmond. There was also conveyed in said car property, 
coin, &c., under the control of Capt. John M. Strother, assistant com- 
missary of subsistence of the Confederate States army, and some of the 
boxes were the same that had been delivered to him by the said Farm- 
ers’ Bank of Virginia, heretofore described to Lieut. N. E. Venable, an 
officer of the Confederate States marine corps, also went in said car, 
and had in his charge several boxes. In answer to the questions whether 
there was any property of the Confederate States treasury on said car, 
I answer, ‘There was none. The money of the Confederate States 
treasury I saw in other cars in the same train.” 

I have examined a copy of an original invoice of the packages, boxes, 
&c., taken away from the bank in said wagon, and on the car described, 
and which is embodied in the statement of Mr. J. M. Goddin, cashier 
of said Farmers’ Bank, and hereby certify it as describing all the boxes, 
packages, sent by said bank at the period stated under my charge. 

All the packages, described on said invoice, containing coin were re- 
turned to the bank at Richmond between the 20th and 30th days of 
June, 1865, and there was no coin lost by said Farmers’ Bank between 
the time of leaving Richmond on the 2d of April and the time of return 
of the property of the bank to Richmond, in June, 1865. 

It is within my knowledge that while at Danville, Va., the said Capt. 
John M. Strother, assistant commissary of subsistence, &c., paid some 
of the coin out of the boxes in said car to Major McCleish, a commis- 
sary of subsistence of said Confederate States army. 

I do not know from my own knowledge or otherwise of his paying 
out any more afterward. 

I accompanied the money and property of the Farmers’ Bank of Vir- 
ginia from Richmond to Augusta, Ga., and back on the return to New 
berry, S. C. 


H. Mis. 5 2 
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Captain Strother was not with me all that time. I think he was in 
Washington, Ga., where I left him, about the 22d of April. 

Ist. Question by Mr. Speed. Were you present when the coin and 
checks for which Captain Strother had given receipt to the officers of 
the banks were delivered by him to them; and, if so, when and where 
did such delivery take place ? 

Answer. I was not present; Ieunderstood that it took place at Wash- 
ington, Ga. 

Question by Mr. Speed. Please say if vou were present at Danville 
when any arrangement between Captain Strother and the officers of the 
banks for the delivery to them of the funds for which he had given a 
receipt; if so, state when that agreement was made, and what was it? 

Answer. I was not present when any such agreement was made, but 
heard of an agreement which was to the effect that he would return it 
if he could not use it for the purpose for which it was loaned. I heard 
that such arrangement was made on the 8th day of April, 1865, at Dan- 
ville, Va. 

Question. Was or was not the coin for which Captain Strother had 
given a receipt coustantly kept separate from the coin and effects belong- 
ing to and under the control of the officers of the Confederate States 
treasury department ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question by Mr. Speed. What was returned on behalf of the Farmers’ 
Bank by Captain Strother when the officers of said bank gave their re- 
ceipts to him on the 21st day of April? 

Answer. They received in proportion what they loaned. The purpose 
for which the loan was made, as referred to in answer to question on 
that subject, was for the sole and exclusive use of General Lee’s army, 
as Shown by laws of Virginia and resolution of bank directors, as I un- 
derstood. 

Question by Special Agent Loomis. Was not the coin held and con- 
veyed by Captain Strother, assistant commissary of subsistence, kept 
separate by him and you from the coin you had in custody for the bank ; 
and, if so, did you consider it under your charge, or consider yourself 
in any way responsible for it? 

Answer. It was kept separate, and I did not consider it under my 
charge, and not in any way responsible for it, although it was in the 
same car. 

Question by Assistant Special Agent Loomis. Was you in any way 
responsible for any coin or property in said car, except that described 
on the said invoice as the property of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia ? 


Answer. I was not. 
W. R. QUARLES. 
Sworn to and subscribed to before me, at Richmond, Va., this 30th 


day of April, 1866. 
/ JOHN 8. LOOMIS, 
Assistant Special Agent, United States Treasury Department, 
Richmond District, Virginia. 
STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, ss: 

Be it known that on this the 10th day of March, 1876, personally ap- 
peared before me, John H. Hampton, a notary public in and for the city 
aforesaid, West R. Quarles, to me personally known, and made oath to 
the following statement, to wit: 

‘In addition and supplemental to the testimony given by me on the 
30th day of April, 1866, and on the 24th of January, 1871, in regard to 
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the coin belonging to the banks of the city of Richmond, I desire to say 
that I am under the clear impression that, while at Danville, Va., on my 
way south with said coin, Capt. J. M. Strother did make an exchange of 
coin for bullion, using for that purpose the coin that had been loaned 
by the banks to the State of Virginia, and which coin, with the bullion 
thus substituted, was subsequently returned to the custody of the banks. 
I also say that I was in Abbeville, S. C., when the officers of the treas- 
ury department turned over the funds of the Confederate Government 
to the military escort; I was present at the time the Confederate troops 
were paid off on the banks of the Savannah River. Those troops may 
have demanded to be paid off, though I saw nothing like insubordina- 
tion. I never heard of any robbing of the Confederate treasury. That 
payment of troops was made the last of April, or early in May, 1865, 
while we were en route to Washington, Ga., to which point I accom- 
panied the troops and Confederate authorities from Abbeville, 8. C. 
The coin belonging to the banks was robbed on the night of the 24th 
May, 1865, while the wagons containing it were in the camp of the offi- 
cers having it in charge, on the property of a Mrs. Moss, about 18 miles 
from Washington, Ga., and about 3 miles south of the Savannah River. 
‘“*Ww. R. QUARLES.” 


Given under my hand and seal, at Richmond, Va., this 10th day of 
March, 1876. 
[SEAL. | JNO. H. HAMPTON, WN. P. 


The words “State of Virginia,” on the eleventh line, and the word 
“to,” on the twentieth line from the top, were interlined before signing. 
JNO, H. HAMPTON, N. P. 


RICHMOND, VA., January 24, 1871. 

Ido hereby certify that I was employed as general bookkeeper in 
the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia at the time of the evacuation of Rich- 
mond, in April, 1865, by the Confederate troops. 

That acting as such officer of said Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, I am 
cognizant of the fact that the Farmers’ Bank the Bank of Virginia, and 
the Exchange Bank of Virginia did make a large loan of gold coin to 
the State of Virginia, intended to supply the commissary department 
with the means to teed troops engaged in the defense of Virginia, and 
acting as said officer of said Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, did pay over to 
Capt. Jno. M. Strother, assistant commissary subsistence, a large amount 
of gold for the purposes intended. 

That the several banks named did send south in the Confederate 
- States government train, for safety and protection, a large amount of 
gold coin in charge of the officers of said banks, which said gold was 
kept separate and apart from the moneys of the Confederate govern- 
ment. 

That on or about the 10th of April said Captain Strother returned and 
repaid back to the representatives of the said Farmers’ Bank, Bank of 
Virginia, and Exchange Bank the balance of said loaned coin remained 
in his hands, amounting to about $290,000, for the benefit of the said 
banks, and intended as a credit on the obligations of the State of Vir- 
ginia to said banks. 

That the seizure of gold coin and bullion in the hands of officers of 
said banks at Augusta, Ga., in May or June, 1865, by order 0 the Sec- 
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retary of War of the United States, and since, as your affiant is in- 
formed and believes, covered in the United States Treasury, was a part 
of the identical gold referred to as paid to said banks by said Captain 
Strother. 

That said gold coin was not at any time in possession of the treasury 
department of the Confederate States, nor considered as any part of the 
Confederate treasury, but was the property of said banks of Virginia, 
and said banks were the legal custodians of funds of the State of Vir- 
ginia. 

That I have heard read the certificate of said Capt. Jno. M. Strother 
dated January 20, 1871, and believe the same to be true. 

W. R. QUARLES. 


Personally appeared before me Jno. H. Hampton, a notary public in 
and for the city of Richmond, W. R. Quarles, who, being duly sworn, 
deposes and says that the above certificate is true. 

JON. H. HAMPTON, 
Notary Public. 


John M. Strother, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that in the 
month of March, 1865, he was a captain and assistant commissary in 
the Confederate States army; was in the office of the commissary-gen- 
eral at Richmond. My business related to transaction between the 
treasury department and the commissary-general’s office. 

The act of the Virginia legislature of March 14, 1865, as I understood 
it and as I now recollect it, authorized the banks of Virginia to lend 
their specie to the State of Virginia, and the State was to apply the 
money to purchase supplies for General Lee’s army. This money was 
to be paid over only on receipts to be given by General Lee or the Con- 
federate secretary of war, John C. Breckenridge. The State was to give 
its bonds or obligations to the bank. An informal application had been 
made to the banks to loan their specie directly to the Confederate gov- 
ernment, which the banks declined. The whole amount to be loaned 
by the banks to the State, and by the State to the commissary de- 
partment, was $300,000. This transaction was made directly between 
the State of Virginia and thejwar department of the Confederate States. 
It did not go through the treasury department. 

On or about the 27th March, 1865, as agent of the commissary depart- 
ment, and under orders from the Confederate secretary of warel got 
from the State auditor, Mr. Bennett, two warrants, one for $100,000 and 
one for $59,000. The one for $59,000 was on the Exchange Bank of 
Virginia, and I drew the money on it immediately, and was paid in two 
amounts, one of $25,000 and one of $34,000; one of these was a check 
on the Exchange Bank in Lynchburg, and the other was paid in coin ; 
I can’t now positively recollect which payment was in coin and which 
was by check. The warrant for $100,000 was on the Bank of Virginia ; 
it was paid to me, $80,000 in coin and $20,000 in a check upon Lynch- 
burg. Afterward, on ‘Sunday evening , April 2 I received from the 
Farmers’ Bank $112 000 in coin. I had no w oe from the auditor for 
this amount. Mr. Mek arland, president of the Farmers’ Bank, wrote or 
inquired of the secretary of war or the commissary-general to know to 
whom he should: pay this money. This was Sunday evening. The 
orders were to pay it to me, and I gave a receipt for it. I received in 
all the sum of $271,000 in coin and specie checks. This was a part of 
the $300,000 spoken of as loaned under the act of March 14, 1865. 
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Tleft Richmond on the night of the 2d of April at nearly midnight, 
in charge of all this money. I obtained a car for this purpose, which 
was also oceupied by the officers of the Richmond banks, who were 
in charge of the effects of their respective banks. For the Farmers’ 
Bank, Mr. West R. Quarles; for the Exchange Bank, Mr. James Mil- 
ler; for the Bank of Virginia, R. H. Batte, A. F. Denny, Dr. Miller, 
and Mr. Guerrant. There were also representatives of the other Rich- 
mond banks, and also of a Petersburg bank. Before leaving Richmond, 
I remitted by the Southern Express to disbursing-officers Robert Tan- 
nahill, major, commissary subsistence; W. W. Morrison, major and com- 
missary subsistence; J.C. Abrams, captain and commissary subsistence, 
and Haywood, a bonded agent of the government, the amount of coin I 
had received from the Exchange Bank, either $25,000 or $34,000. The 
remainder of the $271,000 I had with me on this train. We went first to 
Danville, Va. We staid there until April9. At Danville I turned over 
about $7,000 in coin to Major A. H. McCleish, commissary subsistence, 
to buy supplies for General Lee. When we left Danville I had the bal- 
ance of the specie, and took it to Greensborough. Before leaving Dan- 
ville I made a verbal agreement with the officers of the banks that if 
we were cut off from General Lee’s army I would turn over the specie to 
them, to the credit of the State of Virginia, to be credited on the bonds 
of the State which had been given the banks as security for this loan. 
We staid at Greensborough only a few hours. From there we went to 
Salisbury, N. C.; staid there a few hours only. From thence to Char- 
lotte, N.C. There we staid several days. Thence to Chester, S. C., 
which was the end of railroad transportation. There we made up a 
wagon-train, and went to . There we at once took a railroad- 
train to Abbeville, S.C. Thence we took wagons to Washington, Ga. 
Up to this time 1 and the bank officers had kept together with our 
treasure for mutual protection. At Washington the agent of the Farm- 
ers’ Bank left us, and went on to Augusta, Ga., with the treasure of that 
bank. The treasury department with its treasure had also kept with 
us up to this point; but it went on from there to Augusta with the 
Farmers’ Bank treasure. The Farmers’ Bank, with its treasure, subse- 
quently reioined us. We remained in Washington, Ga., several weeks. 
While there, I turned over to Maj. R. J. Moses, commissary subsistence, 
about $20,000 in coin. A few days after we got to Washington, I turned 
over to the agents of the Bank of Virginia, the Exchange Bank, and 
the Farmers’ Bank the balance in my hands, after paying some small 
expenses. This amounted to $223,929.90, including the two specie 
checks, and took their receipts therefor in triplicate, one of which is 
hereto annexed and marked “A.” I know the signatures of the parties 
signing said receipt, and that they are genuine and were the officers 
respectively representing said banks. 

The treasure belonging to the banks was kept separate, each in charge 
of its own officers. But this fand which I turned over remained undi- 
vided by agreement among themselves that it should be kept so. 

The fund I have spoken of was never in the Confederate treasury, or 
under the control of the treasury officers. In turning over this money 
to the banks I acted upon my own responsibility ; but after it had been 
done I received orders, previously given, to. do just as I had done. 
These orders were from the secretary of war, and directed me to turn 
over the money to the State of Virginia or its authorized agents, and if 
no other agents could be found, then to the banks as the agents of the 
State. In disbursing this fund I got rid of the silver as fast as I could. 
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Don’t think I turned over more than $10,000 in silver. The balance 
was in gold and in the two specie checks. 

It was first proposed that the Confederate States should give the 
State of Virginia drafts drawn against commissary stores at Nassau 
and Bermuda, held there because of the capture of Wilmington, which 
prevented their being brought into this country. This was afterward 
abandoned, and the State was paid in cotton at 15 cents per pound. 

JOHN M. STROTHER. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 3d day of April, A. D. 1866, 
at Richmond, Va. 
JOHN 8. LOOMIS, 
Assistant Special Agent Treasury Department, 
hichmond District, Virginia. 


—_—_—_—- 


A. 


In accordance with an agreement made on the 8th day of April, 1865, 
at Danville, Va., between John M. Strother, captain and assistant com- 
missary subsistence Confederate States, and the Bank of Virginia, 
Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, and the Exchange Bank of Virginia, we 
acknowledge the receipt of two hundred and twenty-three thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-nine and ;%°, dollars in coin and specie checks, 
which coin and specie checks (less the loss, if any there should be, and 
expenses of transporting the same to Richmond, Va.) are to be credited 
by the said banks in the proportion due to each on the bonds of the 
State of Virginia given for a loan made to the State of Virginia in ac- 
cordance with an act of the legislature of Virginia on the 14th day of 
March, 1865, provided the said coin and specie checks shall be delivered 
in Richmond, Va. 

(Signed in triplicate.) 

Given under our hands this 21st day of April, 1865. 

R. H. BALTE, 
First Teller Bank of Virginia. 
W. R. QUARLES, 
First Accountant Farmers’ Bank of Virginia. 
JAMES MILLER, 
Second Teller Exchange Bank. 


RicumMonnD, VA., January 20, 1871. 


I hereby certify that I was acaptain and assistant commissary of subsis- 
tenceon duty with the commissary-general of the late Confederate States 
at the time of the evacuation of the city of Richmond by the Confederate 
forces in April, 1865; that a large amount of gold coin was at that time 
in the possession of the Bank of Virginia, Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, 
and the Exchange Bank ‘of Virginia, and was shipped South in the train 
containing the Confederate treasury, but separately and apart from the 
treasury funds; that a certain loan of gold coin was made by the said 
banks to the State of Virginia for the purpose of feeding General Lee’s 
army, a large part of which coin was paid to me, on the draft of Gen. 
Jobn ©. Breckenridge, secretary of war; that, after using a portion of 
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the said coin for the purpose intended, the balance was paid to the 
ofticers of the aforenamed banks to the credit of the State of Virginia ; 
that said gold coin was never in the possession of the treasury depart- 
ment of the Confederate States ; that the aforesaid banks were the legal 
depositaries of the funds of the State of Virginia. 

JOHN M. STROTHER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th January, 1871, as witness 
my hand and seal. 
[SEAL. } WM. NORWOOD, 
. Notary Public. 


RicuMonp, WAGs January ah nf gp 


I hereby certify that I was employed in the office of the treasurer of 
the Confederate States as assistant teller, from the latter part of the 
year 1862 to the time of the evacuation of Richmond by the Confederate 
States Government; that in said position I became, in due course, cogni- 
zant of the deposit of all moneys to the credit of said government on all 
accounts; that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, no portion of 
the coin loaned by the banks in Virginia to the State of Virginia, ever 
came into the possession of the Confederate States, and that, at the 
evacuation of Richmond, it was shipped southward in possession of the 
officers of said banks, and was in no way under the control of the officers 
of the Confederate States treasury department, either directly or indi- 
rectly, and was not, after the date of said evacuation, used for any of 
the purposes of said government. 

JAMES G. BAIN. 
STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

This day personally appeared before me, H. Tate Evans, a notary pub- 
lic for the city aforesaid in the said State, James G. Bain, and made 
oath that the statements made in the above writing are true. 

Given under my hand this 19th day of January, 1871. 

H. TATE EVANS, 
Notary Public. 


DIsTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
Washington County, ss: 

James G. Bain, of Portsmouth, Va., being duly sworn, says: That 
at the time and prior to the evacuation of Richmond, which occurred 
early in April, 1865, he was assistant teller of the treasury of the Con- 
federate States, and that on said day of evacuation, owing to the sick- 
ness of the chief teller of said treasury, afliant had full and exclusive 
charge of the effects of said treasury. That having received orders to 
pack up all the valuables of said treasury, affiant was engaged in doing 
so, when Captain Strother of the Confederate States commissary depart- 
ment came into my office and desired me to receive a large amount of 
coin, which he stated the State of Virginia desired to turn over to him 
from the banks. That affiant declined to take charge of any such coin 
unless accompanied with a warrant covering it into said treasury. That 
said Strother had no: such warrant, nor was such an one ever made, so 
far as affiant has any knowledge. That affiant further stated to said 
Strother that if he should find any room in his train for the transporta- 
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tion of valuables, either for the State of Virginia or for the banks, after 
providing for the archives and treasure of the Confederate States treas- 
ury, he would give notice thereof, and they might avail themselves of 
it. That after affiant had loaded upon the train the archives and valu- 
ables of said treasury, ke found two ears were left unloaded, and imme- 
diately notified said Strother and the officers of the Farmers’ Bank of 
Virginia, Bank of Virginia, and* Exchange Bank of the fact. That said 
bank officers placed in said vacant cars a number of boxes, which were 
said to contain specie, and which affiant verily believes did contain spe- 
cie. According to affiant’s recollection and belief, one of said cars con- 
tained specie only, and that valuable papers were placed in the other. 
That thetrain of cars above mentioned was furnished affiant for the trans- 
portation of the archives and valuables of the Confederate States treas- 
ury, and was under his exclusive control until the same was ready to 
start. When said train started, however, the chief teller of said treas- 
ury had control thereof. That the coin placed in said cars by the banks 
above mentioned was held and kept under the charge and control of 
officers and representatives of said banks all the time the same was in 
transit from Richmond to its destination at Washington, Ga. That Mr. 
W. R&R. Quarles and J. H. Weisiger represented the Farmers’ Bank; Mr. 
A. F. Denny and M. Guarant represented tbe Bank of Virginia, and 
Mr. James Miller the Exchange Bank. That, according to affiant’s rec- 
ollection and belief, the aboved-named gentlemen accompanied said 
train and kept possession of the coin and valuables of said banks from 
Richmond to Washington, Ga. That after reaching Washington, in the 
State of Georgia, the archives and valuables of the Confederate States. 
treasury were moved on to Augusta, Ga., while the money and valu- 
ables of said banks were deposited at Washington aforesaid. That affi- 
ant has no knowledge or recollection that Captain Strother had posses- 
sion or control of any money. upon said train, and never heard that he 
had any money thereon or had charge of money thereon. 
JAMES G. BAIN. 


Sworn and subscribed before me this 29th day of November, 1871. 
[SEAL. | A. G. HEYLMUN, 
Notary Public. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

This day, M.S. Guerrant, late book-keeper in the Bank of Virginia, per- 
sonally appeared before the undersigned, a notary public, and made 
oath that he was one of the officers who assisted in carrying the effects 
of the Bank of Richmond from the citv on its evacuation, on the 2d of 
April, 1865, in company with John M. Strother, of the Confederate 
States commissary department, and other officers of the banks, and, to 
the best of his knowledge and belief, the coin delivered to the quarter- 
master of General Stednam, on the day of August, 1865, was a 
portion of the coin that originally belonged to the banks as was removed 
from Richmond on the said 2d day of April, 1865, but that he is unable 
to say whether, in whole or in part, it was a portion of the gold at one 
time under the control of the said Strother, and by him paid over on 
the 21st April, 1865, at Washington, Ga., to the officers of the banks, to 
be credited on the bonds given by the State of Virginia to the banks. 

Given under my hand the 23d day of May, 1866. 

EDW’D J. WARREN, 
Notary Public. 


{ Stamp. ] 
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STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, ss: 

This day, before me, a notary pnblic in and for the city aforesaid, 
personally appeared John W. Hall, and made oath that he has no 
knowledge whatever of any of the statements made in a letter, a copy 
of which was exhibited to him, dated at Washington, D. ©C., March 
12, 1866, addressed to Hon. Hugh McCullough, Secretary of the 
Treasury, and signed by Hughes, Denver & Peck, in reference to certain 
coin of the Richmond banks, said to have been in possession of the 
Confederate States Government, and that he was at no time chief clerk 
of the Confederate treasury, but that he held the office of chief clerk 
of the Confederate States treasury department. 

JOHN Ww. HALL. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 21st day of March, 1866. 
| SEAL. | EDW’D J. WARREN 
[ Int. rev. stamp. ] 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, ss: 

Be it known that on this the 9th day of March, 1876, personally ap- 
peared before me, John H. Hampton, a notary public in and for the city 
aforesaid, Morris 8S. Guerrant, to me personally known, and made oath 
that in the summer of 1865 he, with J. H. Weisieger, was sent to Georgia 
by the officers of the banks of Richmond, Va., to bring back the coin 
belonging to them, then on deposit with a bank in Washington, Ga. ; 
that on his arrival in Washington he deemed it an unsafe place even as 
a temporary depository, and was furnished with a military escort to 
carry it to Augusta, where he arrived in safety, and deposited the coin, 
about $100,000, in a bank; that before he could perfect his arrange- 
ments for its transportation back to Richmond a telegram was received 
in Augusta, in the latter part of August, 1865, from the Secretary of 
War, which was served on him, ordering the coin to be held subject to 
the order of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and to 
be turned over to such agent or person as he might designate; regarding 
the coin as then taken from his possession, he returned to Richmond 
without it. And he further states that on reterring to his deposition 
made on the 25th June, 1866, he finds he says there was no bullion in 
coin deposited in the bank at Augusta; that he desires to amend that 
part of his deposition, and says that he was cognizant of the fact that 
an exchange of some of the bank coin was made for bullion, and that 
the bullion might have been in the coin. deposited in the bank at Au- 
gusta, and that more than probably such was the case; that he was not 
personally aware, nor did ever he hear of its being separated from the 
coin after the exchange heretofore referred to had been made; that he 
examined only the bags and boxes containing the coin, and not the 
coin itself, when he made the deposit in the bank at Augusta. 

Given under my hand and seal at Richmond, Va., this 9th day of 
March, 1876. 

[SEAL, ] JNO: H. HAMPTON, 

Notary Public. 
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RICHMOND, VA., April 23, 1866. 


I, Lysander W. Rose, of Henrico County, Virginia, late paying-teller 
of the Farmers’ ‘Bank of Virginia, at Richmond, do hereby depose and 
certify that the one hundred thousand dollars in coin loaned by the 
said bank to the State of Virginia, and the twelve thousand dollars 
in coin deposited in said bank by the Traders’ Bank of, Richmond, 
and both amounts passed to the credit of the said State of Virginia - 
upon the books of said bank, were paid out ($112,000) to Jobn M. 
Strother, captain and assistant commissary of subsistence of the Con- 
federate States of America, on the 2d day of April, 1865. I did not 
pay the money out myself to him, but it was paid out to him while 
I was in the same room in said bank. I did not see any warrant or check 
of the State presented for the money, and do not know whether one was 
presented to or left in the hands of the persons who did pay the money 
to him. The money was paid out to Strother at a moment of great 
excitement in the bank and throughout the city, which excitement was 
caused by the unexpected and hurried evacuation of Richmond by the 
cabinet and officers and armies of the Confederate Government, and the 
duty which would under ordinary circumstances have devolved upon 
me as such paying-teller was divided between various assistants and 
employés of said bank; but all that was done on that occasion in the 
payment of said money was either upon the express order or direction 
of the officers of said bank. 

In answer to the question whether the money was taken away from 
the bank by Captain Strother, before or at the time the remaining funds 
ot the bank was removed, I answer that I do not know, for, as I before 
stated, the payment was made by others in the bank, and from the nature 
of other pressing duties I was attending to, I could not take personal 
notice of Captain Strother’s acts in connection with the money, and 
therefore do not know that he took the money in his possession or not. 
The evidence held by the said bank that the money was paid into the 
hands of Captain Strother is two receipts executed by said Strother to 
said bank on the 2d day of April, 1865, and of which the following are 
true copies: 

Ree’d of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, one hundred thousand dollars in coin 


deposited therein by the State of Virginia, subject to the order of the subsistence 
department. 
(Signed) JOHN M. STROTHER 
Capt. f§ A. C.S. 
Richmond, 2 April, 1865. 
This amt. loaned to the State by the Farmers’ Bank. 


Ree’d of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia twelve thousand dollars in coin deposited 

therein by the State of Virginia, subject to the order of the subsistence dep’m’t. 
(Signed ) . JOHN M. STROTHER, 
Capt. § A.C. S. 

Richmond, 2 April, 1865. 

Money loaned to the State by the Traders’ Bank, Richmond. 

I have been an officer of said bank many years and do not remember, 
except in case of this transaction, of any payment being made of moneys 
entered to the credit of the State, except on the warrant of the auditor 
with the check of the treasurer indorsed on the back of the same; such 


was the universal custom. 
L. W. ROSE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 23d day of April, 1866, at 


Richmond, Va. 
JOHN S. LOOMIS, 
Assistant Special Agent United States Treasury Department, 
Richmond District, Virginia. 
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STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

I, J. H. Weiseger, do hereby certify that I was one of the officers of 
the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, transporting the specie of the banks when 
they were robbed near the Savannah River on the 24th May, 1865; that 
of the amount taken, about $111,000 was returned to me by the robbers, 
who stated that they had supposed the specie belonged to the Con- 
federacy, but, learning it was the property of the banks they restored 
all in their possession; that amongst the specié thus restored there 
was no bullion, gold or silver or mixed; that afterwards this identical 
specie (less what had been used in necessary expenses) was turned over 
at Augusta, Ga., to Capt. C. H. Smith, quartermaster of General Stead- 
man, in the month of August, and that the fund turned over consisted 
exclusively of American gold and silver coin and-some hundred and 
oan pieces of foreign coin supposed to be worth in the aggregate 

1,460. 

Given under my hand this 25th day of June, 1866. 

J. H. WEISEGER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of June, 1866. 
EDW’D J. WARREN; 
Notary Public. 
[5-cent internal revenue stamp canceled. } 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

I, Edw’d J. Warren, a notary public in and for said city, do hereby 
certify that J. H. Weiseger late assistant cashier of the Farmers’ Bank 
of Virginia, came personally before me and made oath that he was one 
of the officers sent to Washington, Ga., in the month of May, 1865, to 
aid in bringing back to the city of Richmond the coin of the banks 
which had been deposited in Washington ; that he was present when the 
robbery was committed on the officers of the banks, and also when par- 
tial restoration was made to them, that is, of about one hundred and 
eleven thousand dollars in coin, and that it is within his knowledge that 
the gold delivered to the quartermaster of General Steedman was what 
remained of the coin so restored by the robbers to the officers of the 
banks. 

As witness my hand this 23d day May, 1866. 

EDW’D J. WARREN, 
Notary Public. 
(Stamp. ] : 


RicuMonD, VA., April 19, 1866. 

I, John M. Goddin, of Richmond, Va., cashier of the Farmers’ Bank 
of Virginia, do hereby certify that I have been the cashier of said bank. 
since the 28th day of July, 1864; that the said Farmers’ Bank of Vir- 
ginia had twelve branch banks which formed, with the bank at Rich- 
mond, one institution. The said branches were designated and located as 
follows: Branch of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, at Norfolk, and the 
same, respectively, at Petersburg, Danville, fredericksburg, Winchester, 
Wytheville, Lewisburg, Charlottsville, Farmville, Lynchburg, Blacks- 
burg, and Alexandria, Virginia; that the organization of all of said 


28 WILLIAM B. ISAACS & CO. 


banks were recognized by, and, with few exceptions, transacted business 
with the banks at Richmond during the late war, and the principal 
bank at Richmond transacted business up to and including the 1st day 
of April, 1865. 

At time of quarterly statement made January 2, 1865, the Farmers’ 
Bank at Richmond had on hand, as its own property, $26,738.80 in gold 
and silver coin, of which $24,272.66 was gold and $2,466.14 was silver 
coin. 

Between the 2d day of January, 1865, and the 18th day of March, 
1865, there was expended or paid out for sterling exchange and for re- 
demption of notes of said bank and branches, and other items, the sum 
of $16,724.36, which left in hands of the said bank as its own property 
on the 18th day of March, 1865, the sum of $10,014.44 in coin. 

The said Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, at Richmond, also held deposits 
of gold and silver coin for the said branch banks, and other banks or 
special depositors, and that the amount so deposited was about the sum 
of $175,944, which, added to the $10,014.44 belonging to the said Farm- 
ers’ Bank of Virginia, would make a total of gold and silver coin lodged 
in said bank and on hand and under its control in the latter part of 
March, 1865, of $185,958; $12,000 of which was deposited by the 
Traders’ Bank of Richmond, to the credit of the State of Virginia ; that 
the board of directors of said Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, by resolution 
passed on or about the 25d day of March, 1865, accepted the applica- 
tion of the State of Virginia to borrow $100,000 dollars in coin of said 
bank under provisions of an act of the general assembly of the State 
of Virginia, dated the 14th day of March, 1865, which said act provided 
for the loan of $300,000 for the use of the army of Northern Virginia, 
and which said army was a part of the army of the Confederate States 
of America; that as such cashier he counted and caused to be counted 
out of the coin in his vaults in said bank, and which was the funds of 
said bank and branches as stated, the sum of $100,000 in gold (if not 
all gold the small portion not gold was silver coin), and turned the same 
over to the paying-teller of the said bank to place the said $100,000 in 
coin to the credit of the said State of Virginia upon the books of the 
said bank; that the said bank received for the said coin, or as obliga- 
tion for repayment of the said loan of $100,009 in coin, the bond of the 
said commonwealth of Virginia, the following being a true and correct 
copy of said original bond which is now in possession of the said Goddin, 
cashier, &c., as the property of said bank. 


AUDITOR’S OFFICE, RICHMOND, VA., 
March 30, 1865. 
No. 4. 100,000.00. 
At the termination of the present war, or at such earlier day as the State of Virginia 
may adopt, the commonwealth of Virginia will pay, at the treasury thereof, in gold or 
silver coin, to the president, directors, and company of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, 
the sum of one hundred thousand dollars with interest thereon at the rate of six per 
centum per annum from the date hereof, if being gold and silver coin borrowed under 
the direction of the governor in pursuance of an act of the general assembly of Vir- 
ginia entitled “An act to authorize a loan to the commonwealth of three hundred 
thousand dollars in gold and silver coin, by the several banks, and the application 
thereof to the use of the army of Northern Virginia,” passed March 14, 1865. 
(Signed) J.S. CALVERT, 
Treasurer of Virginia. 
Countersigned : 
(Signed) J. M. Benner, 
Auditor of Public Accounts. 


The one hundred thousand dollars so loaned to the State appears by 
the following copy of his original receipt, now in my possession, as such 
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cashier, was delivered to John M. Strother, captain and assistant com- 
missary of subsistence of the Confederate States army; but of such de- 
livery [ have no knowledge except from such receipt, as the money (as 
previously stated) was not, on Sunday, the 2d day of April, mk in my 
vault, but in the vault of the paying-teller. 


(Copy of receipt.) 


Rec’d of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia one hundred thousand dollars in coin 
deposited therein by the State of Virginia, subject to the order of the subsistence de- 
partment. 

(Signed) JOHN M. STROTHER, 
Capt. § A.C. S. 
Richmond, 2 April, 1865. 
This am’t loaned to the State by the Farmers’ Bank. 


I was instructed by Mr. W. H. Macfarland, president of the said Farm- 
ers’ Bank, to deliver the money so loaned tothe State to General St. John, 
commissary-general of subsistence of the Confederate States of Amer- 
ica, but refused to do so, and would not have delivered it to any one 
without a warrant from the State, which had not been presented to me, 
and I do not know that such warrant was ever issued. The uniform 
custom of business required that a check to go to debit of the common- 
wealth, should be in the form of a warrant drawn by the auditor with 
the check of the treasurer indorsed thereon. Ifa warrant or check was 
drawn for the said hundred thousand dollars so loaned the State, or any 
part of it, it would not have been presented to me for payment but to 
the paying-teller of the bank, or to some employé of the bank acting 
for him or in his stead. There was also paid to the said Captain John 
M. Strother, assistant commissary of subsistence, &¢c., twelve thousand 
dollars in coin which had been deposited in the said Farmers’ Bank of 
Virginia to the credit of the said State of Virginia by the Traders’ Bank 
of Richmond, and he executed a receipt therefor, of which the follow- 
ing is a true copy of the original now in my possession : 

Ree’d of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia twelve thousand dollars in coin deposited 
therein by the State of Virginia, subject to the order of the subsistence dep’m’t. 

Richmond, 2 April, 1865. . 

(Signed) JOHN M. STROTHER 
Capt. § A.C. S. 
Money loaned to the State by the Traders’ Bank, Richmond. 


The bank holds said receipt as evidence of said payment of $12,000 
to said Strother, but | have no other evidence of such payment, be- 
cause, as in case of the $100,000, the said $12,000 was not paid from 
my vault but from the vault of the paying-teller of said bank. That 
all the coin held by the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia previous to and sub- 
sequent to the 23d day of March, 1865, was all kept in bags, with the 
exception of two specie boxes about ten inches wide, twelve inches 
long, and six inches deep, which contained silver coin—said by the di- 
rectors to contain $1,000 each. -The said branch banks had sent to and 
left at the bank at Richmond several boxes of specie, but I am unable 
to describe them particularly. 

When the coin and other property of the said bank and its branches 
was taken away from Richmond, Va., on tie 2d day of April, 1865, it 
was all put into chests, boxes, and trunks. All of the packagés and 
property of said bank and branches, and also some property belonging 
‘0 individuals, is fully described by the original invoice now held by me 
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as such cashier for the said bank, and of whizh invoice the following is 
an exact copy: e 

1st. 1 blue chest, F. B. V., No. 3. 

Bnd. 1 box, EY Bs Ve, Non 

ord. 1 box, F. B., No.2. 

Ath. 1 box, fF: B., N. 

5th. 1 do., F. B., L. 

6th. 1 do., F. B. Charlottesville. : 

one doin eb. Bx, do. 

8th. 1 do., F. BL Va., No. 5, large box. 

9th. 1 do., Farmers’ Bank of Va., Alex’a. 

10th. 1 do., marked ‘‘C” in end; large. 

11th. 1 do., Farmers’ Bank, Charlottesville. Lynchburg, care L. Norvell, cas. 

12th. 1do. marked “ Col. T. J. Randolph, Albemarle Co., Va.” 

3th. ldo. do. ‘D, Charlottesville.” ’ 

14th. Ido. do. “Ei large. 

15th. 1 do., F. B. V., No.7; W.H. Macfarland’s property. 

16th. 1 blue chest, KE. B. V., No. 4. 

17th. 1 hand trunk, Hawn (* means Charlottesville.) [Nore.—Not on original. ] 

18th. Mrs. L. P. Smith, R. (1 box.) 

19th. 1 State bond for $100, 000 in coin. 

20th & 21st. John M. Strother, capt. & A.C. S., receipt for $100,000 in coin, depos- 
ited by the State of Va., subject to the order of the subsistence department, and also 
for $12,000 deposited by Traders? Bank, subject to the order of the subsistence depart- 
ment. 

22d. 1 package State money, Va. funds, $39,442. 

250, 1 do. br. note, Farmers’ Bank, 30,010, 54.935 

24th. 1 do. do. do. T. Whyte, cas, 24,925, {5 : 


The initial letters F. B. V. mean and stand for ‘‘Farmers’ Bank of 
Virginia.” 

The initial letters F. B. mean and stand for the “ Farmers’ Bank.” 

The second and third items on the said list or invoice being two boxes, 
each marked “F. B. V., No.1” and “No. 2,” respectively, contained 
each $1,000 of silver coin belonging to said Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, 
at Richmond, as heretofore described. 

The first item on the foregoing list designated “1 blue chest, F. B. 
V., No. 3,” contained bonds of different sorts, books, vault-ledger, pa- 
pers, &c. 

In one of the boxes described on said invoice there was a small amount 
of silver coin and an amount of gold coin which, added to the two boxes 
of silver, amounted in all to $10,014.44, and was the balance of coin of 
said bank April 1, 1865. 

The fourth item, ‘1 box, F. B., N.,” means ‘* Farmers’ Bank,” and 
the letter N indicates “ Norfolk,” and according to my best recollection, 
and I now believe, contained the specie in said Farmers’ Bank, belonging 
to said branch bank at Norfolk, Va., and which said box was returned 
to Richmond in the month of June, 1865, and found to contain $11,000 
in gold (all) coin, and has been passed to credit of said branch bank. 

The fifth item on said list, ‘box F. B., L.,” means ‘*‘ Farmers’ Bank,” 
but I cannot remember what the letter i indicates or what the box con- 
tained. 

The sixth and seventh boxes, “I. B.,” and both also marked ‘ Char- 
lottesville.”” I cannot state what they contained, not having exam- 
ined them. 

The eighth item, “1 box, F. B., Va., No. 5, large box.” 

The ninth item, “1 box, Farmers’ Bank of Va., Alex’a,” was re- 
turned tothe said Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, at Richmond, in June, 
1865, and was found to contain $27,500 in coin, and which sum was 
passed to the credit of said branch at Alexandria on the bows of the 
said Farmers’ Bank at Richmond. 
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The tenth item ‘¢1 box ©, in end large.” I cannot remember what it 
contained. 

The eleventh item, “1 box, Farmers’ Bank, Charlottesville, care L. 
Norvell, cas, Lynchburg.” I do not remember its contents. 

The twelfth item on said invoice, marked ‘1 box, Col. T. J. Randolph,” 
&e., was the private property of Mr. Randolph, and was returned to 
Richmond with other property of the bank in June, 1865, and afterwards 
delivered to the owner or some one representing him. 

I do not recollect contents of 13th and 14th items, marked respect- 
ively ‘D. Charlottesville,” and “ E. large.” They are not now in pos- 
session of the bank, and were returned to Richmond and delivered upon 
application to the owners. 

The 15th item, box 8S. B. V., No. 7, marked “ W. H. Macfarland’s prop- 
erty,” Mr. Mactarland requested me to call on Mr. Patton, cashier of 
branch bank at Danville, and ask him for and return the box to Rich- 
mond, and Mr. Patton told me the box had been returned. 

The 16th item, 1 blue chest, F. B. V., No. 4, contained books and pa- 
pers which belonged to, or had been lodged in, said bank. It did not 
contain any coin. 

The 17th item was a hand-trank; to whom it belonged or what was its 
contents I never knew. 

The 18th item was a box belonging to Mrs, L. P. Smith, now of Orange 
County, Virginia. 

The 19th item on said list or invoice is the original bond of the State 
of Virginia, given to said Farmers’ Bank of Virginia for the one hundred 
thousand dollars of coin loaned as aforesaid, and a copy of which bond 
has been made a part of this statement. 

The 20th and 21st items on said list or invoice refer to and describe 
the receipt given to said Farmers’ Bank of Virginia by Captain John H. 
Strother, assistant commissary of subsistence of the Confederate States 
army, for one hundred thousand dollars in gold coin, loaned by said 
bank to the State of Virginia on the 30th day of March, 1865, and also 
the receipt given by said Captain Strother, assistant commissary of sub- 
sistence, &c., for the twelve thousand dollars deposited in said bank and 
paid out as heretofore stated. 

In making out the invoice of property held and sent away by the 
bank on the 2d day of April, 1865, I copied the language of the receipt 
given by Captain Strother, and did not intend to affirm by such state- 
ment in the invoice that the one hundred and twelve thousand dollars 
was, or was not, placed to the credit of the subsistence department of 
the Confederate States on the books of said bank. 

The 22d item of said invoice was a package of State money, Virginia 
funds (currency), amounting to $39,442, which I am under the impres- 
sion belonged to the State of Virginia. 

The 23d and 24th items on said invoice were packages of branch 
notes of the said Farmers’ Bank of Virginia,and were all destroyed (inten- 
tionally) at Abbeville, South Carolina, by Mr. W. R. Quarles, who had 
the custody of them for the bank, as I am informed by Mr. Quarles. 
There was not held or owned by said bank in March or April, 1865, or 
since that time, any bullion or gold or silver ore or metals. All the 
specie property of the said institution was in gold and silver coin, as 
betore described. 

All the boxes, packages, &e., taken away from Richmond and described 
in said invoice were returned from Georgia to the Farmer’s Bank at 
Richmond, with the exception of two which contained bank-note im- 
pressions and old bank-notes. Neither of them contained coin. They 
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were reported by Mr. Quarles as having been destroyed by him at Abbe- 
ville, South Carolina. 

The Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, at Richmond, received back from 
Georgia, on or about the 24th day of June, 1865, about the sum of 
seventy-six thousand dollars ($76,000) in coin, which belonged, as ap- 
peared from the marks on the packages containing them, to the follow- 
ing banks: 


To the branch of the Valley Bank at Leesburg.-.-........-..--..--------- $23, 500 00 
To the branch of the Farmers’ Bank at Alexandria.............---------- 27,500 00 
To. the branch,of the warmers) banikeat Nortolci-.. osceseeacacs senee-eaee 11,000 00 
To the branch of the Farmers’ Bank at Charlottesville .........-..-...---- 3, 358 60 
To the Harmers bank ab MIChMOnG, Va cescees sees] one sree eee ee eee 10,014 44 
To the branch of Farmers’ Bank at Petersburg............-----.-..------ 744 50 

EDO s assets is Seo welk Wine nice Rei ciele Sid ete alas amie aie ee epee a cleine Cis ee Lea 


All of said $76,117.54 was taken away from the Farmers’ Bank of 
Virginia, at Richmond, on close of the 2d day of April, 1865, and was 
carried in the boxes or packages described in the foregoing invoice, and 
none of the $76,117.54 so described was used in or formed a part of the 
said loans to the State of Virginia. 

There is herewith furnished, and marked “A,” a statement of the trans- 
actions in coin of the said Farmers’ Bank of Virginia from the 8th day 
of July, 1865, to and inclusive of the 30th day of April, 1866, which, 
with the accounts embodied in this statement, gives a history of all re- 
ceipts and disbursements in coin by said bank since April 2, 1865. 

J. M. GODDIN. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 1st day of May, 1866, at Rich- 
mond, Va. 
, . JOHN SS. LOOMIS, 
Assistant Special Agent, &c., United States Treasury Depar tment, 
ktichmond District, Vi irginia. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, ss: 

This day personally appeared before me, John H. Hampton, a notary 
public in and for the city aforesaid, William I’. Taylor, Ro. T. Reynolds, 
W. R. Quarles, and James Miller, all of whom are to me personally 
known, and made oath that the paper hereto attached, of six pages, 
marked “A,” being a report of certain transactions relative to our pro- 
ceedings in 1865 as officers and agents and representatives of certain 
banks of the city of Richmond and State of Virginia, is true in all of its 
particulars. 

Given under my hand and seal at Richmond, Va., this 9th day of 
March, 1876. 

[SEAL. ] JNO. H. HAMPTON, 

Notary Public. 


A. 


In pursuance of orders received from the boards of our respective 
banks, we, the undersigned, left Richmond on Friday, the 28th April, 
1865, in quest of the funds and other property of the said banks, which 
had been sent off prior to the occupation of the city by the federal 
troops. 
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Our progress was necessarily slow, owing principally to two causes: 
first, our ignorance of the whereabouts of the officers in charge of the ef- 
fects of the banks; second, chiefly to our great difficulty in obtaining trans- 
portation. Over such portions of the railroads as the cars were running, 
the time of starting was so irregular that we were frequent]y compelled 
to lay over for several days at atime. From Burkeville to Staunton 
’ River we were very kindly sent in an ambulance by General Meade; and 
here we would take occasion to say that throughout our entire trip we 
received nothing but courtesy and kindness from both officers and 
privates in the federal army, who afforded us every assistance in their 
power to facilitate our progress. With all their aid, however, we were 
compelled to walk many miles, becoming, as several of us ‘did, sore- 
footed and almost exhausted from the heat of the weather. Having 
learned, after many inquiries, that our bank effects were in Washington, 
Ga., we hurried on to that point, which we reached in about three 
weeks after leaving Richmond. Meeting here with the officers in charge 
of them, it was determined, after a general interchange of views, that 
two of our number, to wit, Messrs. Goddin and Denny, should proceed 
immediately to Augusta, Ga., for the purpose of inquiring into the 
practicability of returning home by way of that city and Savannah, and 
thence around by water to Fortress Monroe. These gentlemen returned 
and reported that, in their judgment, it was inexpedient to attempt that 
route, as we would be subjected to great delay on the Savannah River, 
and be obliged to take a steamer from Hilton Head to New York. 
Adopting the suggestion of this report, our way seemed to be that up to 
the overland route. We accordingly addressed ourselves with all dili- 
gence to procuring transportation, and finally succeeded in obtaining a 
number of wagons suflicient for our purpose. The only danger to be 
apprehended on this route, as we were informed, was from a regiment of 
federal cavalry said to be in the immediate vicinity of the ponton- 
bridge over the Savannab River, just on our route. Several of our num- 
ber waited on Captain Abraham, commandant of the federal post in 
Washington, the evening before leaving, with the view of procuring a 
pass from him, and of learning his opinion as to the dangers of our way. 
His reply was that no pass from him was necessary, the one from Gen- 
eral Patrick being better than any he could give us, and that he thought 
we had nothing to fear if the cavalry above mentioned had left the 
river, which he was inclined to think they had done. Upon this point 
we made many inquiries from persons who had just come through, and 
learned from them that this way was open, the federal cavalry having 
moved off in the direction of Anderson Court-House, 8. C. 

Having made every preparation for returning, and all the information 
obtained as to the safety of our trip being such as, in our judgment, to 
warrant us in starting, we left Washington on Wednesday, the 24th May, 
about half past ten o’clock in the morning, several hours later in the 
day than we had intended, not owing to any fault of ours, however, 
but entirely to the lateness of the hour at which our wagons arrived. 
Our progress was uninterrupted, and we reached Mr. Moss’s, 18 miles 
from Washington, and 3 from the ponton bridge, about dark. Here we 
encamped for the night. Persons who had been met during the day 
uniformly reported everything quiet along the route. Having parked 
our wagons for the night and posted our sentinels, our party generally’ 
retired to rest. Everything up to eleven o’clock seemed to betoken a 
quiet night; the air too was pleasant and refreshing, such as to in- 
vite sleep after the fatigue of a very warm day’s travel. A little after 
eleven o’clock two young men passed through our yard, and were chal- 
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lenged by one of our sentinels. Their reply was that they supposed they 
had a right to pass through theirown yard tothespring. Supposing them 
to be persons from William Moss’s house, about a hundred yards off, and 
in which a light was burhing, we thought but little of the matter, 
especially as they returned from the spring in a few moments and 
passed quietly back. About twelve o’clock the tramp of cavalry was 
heard coming down upon our train at full speed, and in ten seconds 
after the alarm was given they were upon us, crying out in loud and 
commanding tones to know what wagons those were. They were in- 
formed that they were private wagons carring private property to Abbe- 
ville; they replied that it was ‘a damned rebel lie,” they knew it was 
Jeff. Davis’s specie train, which they had been informed started from 
Washington as soon as the federal troops left that place; and then, 
with pistols and carbines in almost immédiate contact with our persons 
demanded the instantaneous surrender of our party and train upon pain 
of death. Weremonstrated as long as we could, protesting that the 
property was private, and had no connection with the Confederate Gov- 
ernment, in proof of which we proposed to exhibit the pass kindly 
furnished us by General Patrick before leaving Richmond. No state- 
ment, however, that we could make seemed to move them. General 
Patrick’s pass was pronounced a forgery without being seen, and our 
statement that the property was priv ate was again and again pronounced 
“a damned rebel lie.” The surprise was so complete, and our power 
of resistance so feeble when compared with the thoroughly equipped 
force brought against us, that we deemed it madness to resist them by 
force of arms. Upon being asked the question, they stated that they 
were portions of the Seventh and Eighth Regiments of federal Tennes- 
see Cavalry, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Brownlow. We 
were obliged, therefore, to submit to the alternative of surrendering our- 
selves and train, or of attempting a conflict which would most probably 
have resulted in the death of many of our party, without accomplishing 
the least possible good. We accordingly yielded to a necessity which 
we could not avoid, and with the deepest mortification and regret made 
the surrender. 

We were immediately placed under arrest, having been previously 
disarmed, and marched off to the road, some fifty yards distant, after 
which the party proceeded to break open our boxes of coin and to carry off 
their contents. Having gorged themselves with their plunder, we were 
allowed to return to the yard and gather up the remains of our scattered 
treasure. After spending the residue of the night and several hours of 
the early morning in refitting our’/boxes and adjusting our wagons, we 
proceeded sadly on our journey with feelings which cannot be described. 
On reaching the river it was determined that two of the party should 
return to Washington and endeavor, by the inducement of rewards, to 
recover some portion of our lost effects, and, if possible, secure the arrest 
of the guilty parties. Accordingly, Messrs. Taylor and Weiseger turned 
back toward Washington, while Mr. Goddin, with the residue of the 
party in charge of the train, proceeded on to Abbeville, at which place 
they arrived safely on the afternoon of the 25th, instructed to use every 
effort in their power to make arrests and recover the lost funds, should 
it be possible to accomplish anything in that direction. 

We cannot close this brief and imperfect narrative of the events of 
the memorable night of the 24th of May, 1865, without expressing our 
profound regret that they should ever have occurred, and our deep sym- 
pathy for those upon whom a heavy pecuniary loss must necessarily fall. 
At the same time, however, it is gratifying to be able to state that at 
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least $100,000 of the stolen money was recovered through the agency of 
some of our party in the midst of great difficalties and embarrassment, 
which it was judged safest to leave for the present on deposit with Mr. 
Robinson, cashier of the Bank of Washington, Georgia. 

Our statement is now made, and we submit it without further remark 
for the consideration of the boards of the banks with which we are re- 
spectively connected. A report from Messrs. Taylor and Weiseger will 
be made in a few days, if it is desired, giving a detailed account of their 
proceedings after their return from the river to Washington. 

Respectfully submitted. 

WM. F. TAYLOR. 
J. M. GODDIN., 

J. H. WEISEGER. 
Rk. T. REYNOLDS. 


We fully concur in the foregoing report from the time at which Messrs. 
Taylor, Guddin, Weiseger, and Reynolds joined us at Washington. 
W. KR. QUARLES. 
JAS. MILLER. 
A. F. DENNY. 
Re. BATTER: 


John M. Strother, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that in the 
month of March, 1865, he was a captain and assistant commissary in 
the Confederate States army; was in the office of the commissary, 
general, at Richmond. My business related to transactions between 
the treasury department and the commissary-general’s office. 

The act of the Virginia legislature of March 14, 1865, as I understood 
it, and as I now recollect it, authorized the banks of Virginia to lend 
their specie to the State of Virginia, and the State was to apply the 
money to purchase supplies for General Lee’s army. This money was 
to be paid over only on receipt to be given by General Lee or the Con- 
federate secretary of war, John C. Breckenridge. The State was to give 
its bonds or obligations to the bank. An informal application had been 
made to the banks to loan their speciedirectly to the Confederate Gov- 
ernment, which the banks declined. 

The whole amount to be loaned by the banks to the State, and by 
the State to the commissary department, was $300,000. This transaction 
was made directly between the State of Virginia and the war depart- 
ment of the Confederate States. It did not go through the treasury 
department. 

On or about the 27th of March, 1865, as agent of the commissary de- 
partment, and under orders from the Confederate secretary of war, I got 
from the State auditor, Mr. Bennett, two warrants, one for $100,000 
and one for $59,000. The one for $59,000 was on the Exchange Bank 
of Virginia, and I drew the money on it immediately, and was paid in 
two amounts, one of $25,000 and one of $34,000; one of these was a 
check on the Exchange Bank in Lynchburg, and the other was paid in 
coin. I can’t now positively recollect which payment was in coin, and 
which was by check. 

The warrant for $100,000 was on the Bank of Virginia; it was paid to 
me, $80,000 in coin, and $20,000 in a check upon Lynchburg. After- 
wards, on Sunday evening, April 2, I received from the Farmers’ Bank 
$112,000 in coin. I had no warrant from the auditor for this amount. 
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Mr. McFarland, the president of the Farmers’ Bank, wrote or inquired 
of the secretary of war or commissary-general to know to whom he 
should pay this money; this was Sunday evening ; the orders were to 
pay it to me, and I gave a receipt for it. I receiv ed, in all, the sum of 
$271,000 in coin and specie checks. This was a part of the $300,000 
spoken of as loaned under the act of March 14, 1865. ° 

I left Richmond on the night of the 2d of April, at nearly midnight, 
in charge of all this money. I obtained a car for this purpose, which 
was also occupied by the officers of the Richmond banks, who were in 

charge of the effects of their respective banks: for the Farmers’ Bank, 

Mr. West R. Quarles ; for the Exchange Bank, Mr. James Miller ; for the 
Bank of Virginia, R. H. Batte, A. F. Denny, Dr. Miller, and Mr. 
Guerrant. There were also representatives of the other Richmond banks, 
and also of a Petersburg bank. Before leaving Richmond, I remitted 
by the southern express to disbursing-officers Robert Tannahill, major 
and commissary of subsistence ; W. W. Morrison, major and commissary 
of subsistence; J. C. Abrams, captain and commissary of subsistence; 
and Haywood, a bonded agent of the government, the amount of coin 
I had received from the Exchan ge Bank, either $25,000 or $34,000, the 
remainder of the $271,000 I had with me on this train. We went first to 
Danville, Va.; we staid there until April 9; at Danville I turned over 
about $7,000 in coin to Major A. H. McCliesh, commissary of subsis- 
tence, to buy supplies for General Lee; when we left Danville I had 
the balance of the specie, and took it to Greensboro’. 

Before leaving Danville, I made a verbal agreement with the officers 
of the banks that if we were cut off from General Lee’s army I would 
turn over the specie to them, to the credit of the State of Virginia, to 
be credited on the bonds of the State which had been given the banks 
as security for this loan. We staid at Greensboro’ only a few hours. 
From there we went to Salisbury, N. C.; staid there a few hours only. 
From thence to Charlotte, N. C.; there we staid several days. Thence 
to Chester, S. C., which was the end of railroad. transportation; there 
we made up a wagon train and went to ——— ; then we at once took a 
railroad train to Abbeville, S. C.; thence we took wagons to Washing- 
ton, Ga. Up to this time, "od, the bank officers had kept together with 
our treasure for mutual protection. At Washington, the agent of the 
Farmers’ Bank left us and went on to Augusta, Ga., with the treasure 
of that bank. The treasury department, with its treasure, had also 
kept with us up to this point, but it went on from there to Augusta with 
the Farmers’ Bank treasure. The Farmers’ Bank, with its treasure, sub- 
sequently rejoined us. We remained in Washington, Ga., several weeks. 
While there { turned over to Maj. R. I. Moses, commissary of subsistence, 
about $20,000 in coin. A few days after we got to Washington, I turned 
over to the agents of the Bauk of Virginia, the Exchange Bank, and 
the Farmers’ Bank the balance in my hands, after paying some small ex- 
penses; this amounted to $223,929.90, including the two specie checks, 
and took their receipt therefor in tr iplicate, one of which is hereto annexed 
and marked A. I know the signatures of the parties signing said re- 
ceipt, and that they are genuine, and were the officers respectively 
representing said banks. 

The treasure belonging to the banks was kept separate, each in charge 
of its own officers. But this fund which I turned over remainegl undi- 
vided by agreement among themselves that it should be kept so. ‘The 
fund I have spoken of was never in the Confederate treasury or under 
the control of the treasury officers. 

in turning over this money to the banks I acted upon my own respon- 
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sibility, but after it had been done I received orders previously given 
to do just as I had done. These orders were from the secretary of 
war, and directed me to turn over the money to the State of Virginia 
or its authorized agents, and if no other agents could be found, then to 
the banks as the agents of the State. In disbursing this fund I got 
rid of the silver as fast as I could. Don’t think I turned over more 
than $10,000 in silver; the balance was in gold and in the two specie 
checks. It was first proposed that the Confederate States should give 
the State of Virginia drafts drawn against commissary stores at Nassau 
and Bermuda, held there because of the capture of Wilmington, which 
prevented their being brought into this country. This was afterward 
abandoned, and the State was paid in cotton at 15 cents per pound. 
JOHN M. STROTHER. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 3d day of April, A. D. 1866, 
at Richmond, Va. 
JOHN 8S. LOOMIS, 
Assistant Special Agent Treasury Department, 
Richmond District, Virginia. 


In accordance with an agreement made on the 8th day of April, 1865, 
at Danville, Va., between John M. Strother, captain and acting com- 
missary subsistence Confederate States, and the Bank of Virginia, the 
Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, and the Exchange Bank of Virginia, we 
acknowledge the receipt of $223,929.90 in coin and specie checks, which 
coin and specie checks (less the loss, if any there should be, and ex- 
penses of transporting the same to Richmond, Va.) are to be credited 
by the said banks, in the proportion due to each, on the bonds of the 
State of Virginia, given for a loan made to the State of Virginia, in ac- 
cordance with an act of the legislature of Virginia, on the 14th day of 
March, 1565, provided the said coin and specie checks shall be delivered 
in Richmond, Va. (Signed in triplicate.) 

Given under our hands this 21st day of April, 1865. 

Rk. H. BATTE, 
First Teller Bank of Virginia. 
W. BR. QUARLES, 
First Auditor, Farmers’ Bank of Virginia. 
JAMES MILLER, 
Second Teller Exchange Bank. 


I make the following statement to correct the erroneous inferences 
which may be drawn from a paper, bearing date March 12, 1866, in which 
my name is used to sustain certain statements. 

- I left the city of Richmond a short time before its evacuation, upon 
business connected with the Confederate States treasury department. I 
had and have no knowledge of any arrangement such as that referred 
to in the paper of March 12, nor was there at any time, to my knowledge, 
a loan of coin made to the Confederate States treasury by the banks of 
Richmond. While I was in Augusta, Ga. about the middle of April, 
the officer in charge of the effects, coin and money, We., of the Confed- 
erate States treasury, reported to me, having come through from Rich- 
mond via Charlotte, N. C., and Washington, in Georgia, to Augusta, 
bringing with him the coin, &c., of the Confederate States treasury. I 
was informed, and afterward learned the fact by personal observation, 
that the officers of all the banks of Richmond, with their coin, had come 
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on from Richmond in the government train and had stopped with their 
coin in Washington, with the exception of one officer who had in charge 
a portion of the coin of the Farmers’ Bank, who came on to Augusta 
with the Confederate States treasury. The coin, &c., of the Confederate 
States treasury was attended by a guard of naval cadets, and remained 
in Augusta all the time the coin was there, and under my orders, their 
commandant reporting to me on his arrival as guard of what was known 
as the “ specie train.” 

The amount of specie then in the Confederate States treasury was, by 
the report of the officer in charge, about two hundred and twenty thou- 
sand dollars ; a part of it was disbursed in Augusta, and about a week 
after its arrival in that place I was directed by the secretary of the treas- 
ury of the Confederate States to remove it to \bbeville, S. C., and then to 
Greenville or Ninety-Six in South Carolina. Accordingly the specie, 
then about two hundred thousand dollars, was sent off by special train 
under its military escort to Washington, Ga., and then to Abbeville. I 
followed in a day ortwo and found, upon arrivingin Washington, Ga., the 
officers of the Richmond banks, most of whom I personally know, who 
were there with their coin. I went on to Abbeville, where the specie of 
the Confederate States government had safely arrived. Upon the day 
on which I reached Abbeville it was reported that General Stoneman 
was within fifteen miles of that place and between it and Greenville. I 
deemed it necessary to retrace my steps with the specie of the govern- 
ment, and went back to Washington immediately to obtain transporta- 
tion for it to that place. Upon the night of the day that I left Abbeville, 
Mr. Reagan, the then secretary of the treasury, arrived in Abbeville, 
accompanied by Mr. Davis and other members of Mr. Davis’s cabinet. 
There Mr. Reagan took possession of the specie, &c., of the government, 
discharged the treasury officers who had charge of it, dismissed the cadet 
escort, and placed it in the custody of the troops accompanying Mr. Dav 
vis and the cabinet for transportation to Washington. I learned that 
at the Savannah River, between Abbeville and Washington,, the specie 
was plundered by the troops, and when it arrived in Washington there 
was about one hundred thousand dollars of it left. This Mr. Reagan 
distributed ; how I do not know, because I declined to have anything 
to do with it after the officers of the treasury in charge of it were dis- 
missed, and after it had been pillaged. The specie in the treasury, which 
thus came to me at Augusta, was part of the specie which had beeu for 
some months before in the treasury at Richmond; no part of it had ever 
belonged to the Richmond banks, but had come on from Columbia to 
Richmond, and was in the same boxes and kegs in which it was when 
it arrived at Richmond. I know that no part of the coin of the Virginia 
banks was ever in the treasury at Richmond when [ left there, nor was 
any portion of it in the treasury when it reached me in Augusta. That 
coin which belonged to the Farmers’ Bank was kept separate from that 
of the treasury and was in charge of its own officer. The coin disbursed 
by Mr. Reagan at Washington was the coin left of the treasury which I 
had sent to Abbeville, and I never knew or heard that he took any ac- 
tion upon or claimed one dollar of the coin of the banks at that place. | 
On the contrary, I remained in Washington nearly a fortnight after Mr. 
Reagan, Mr. Davis, &c., left Washington, and the bank-officers continued 
there, and I finally left them there when I started for Virginia in charge 
of their coin. The Confederate treasury laid no claim to it, and, as far 
as I ever heard, had no claim to it. 

(Signed) WM. W. CRUMP, 
Sometime Assistant Secretary of the Treasury of 
the late Confederate States. 
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Ciry oF RICHMOND, VA., to wit: 

William W, Crump, who is to me personally known, being by me 
sworn in solemn form, made oath that the statements in the foregoing 
writing by him made and signed are true, to the best of his knowled ge 
and belief. 

Given under my hand and my notarial seal this 22d day of March, in 
the year 1866. 

[SEAL. | R. RK. HOWISON. 


RIcHMOND, June 25, 1866. 


DeAR Str: You are familiar with the history of the specie and other 
valuables belonging to the late Confederacy, which were in its treasury 
on the evacuation of Richmondin April, 65. Please inform me whether 
there was any robbery of these valuables on the way south; and, if so, 
when and where it oceurred, and what was taken by the robbers. 

I will thank you also to say if there was any gold and silver bullion 
in the treasury, and carried off with other effects, at the time referred 
to; and, if so, state what disposition was made of it, if you are informed 
in regard to it. 

Your reply I wish to use before Mr. McCulloch, the Secretary of the 
United States Treasury, in the matter of the petition of the Richmond 
banks, and for convenience I ask that your answer be written on this 
sheet of paper. 

Your friend and servant, 
JAS. M. SPEED 

Judge Wm. W. CRUMP. 

RICHMOND, VA., June 25, 1866. 

In response to the foregoing inquiries I refer to my former statement 
made on this subject, and by way of supplement add that the govern- 
ment coin of the Confederate States was not robbed, except that when 
it was in the custody of a military escort, accompanying it from Abbe- 
ville, S. C., to Washington, Ga., the soldiers plundered it of about sev- 
enty-five or one hundred thousand dollars, as I learned, near the Sa- 
vannah River. 

There was some gold and silver builion with the treasury effects, 
which was brought from Abbeville, as above stated, to Washington. At 
this last-named “point all the coin was paid out by Mr. Reagan, the sec- 
retary of the treasury, and the bullion was transferred to a quarter- 
master of the Confederate States, a Mr. Moses, for the use of the Con-’ 
federate States troops. This patton, IT afterwards learned, was taken 
from Mr. Moses by the United States authorities, and I have no doubt 
that it was carried to Augusta, and that the bullion now in controv ersy 
is the same, and was’ deposited in the same place and with the same 
person in Augusta who had or who received possession of the bank coin. 


Respectfully, 
WM. W. CRUMP. 
J. M. SPEED, Esq., Present. 


RICHMOND, VA., January 20, 1871. 
Being requested so to do, I certify the following facts: In the month 
of April, 1865, the officers in charge of the treasury of the late Confed- 
erate States reported to mein Augusta, Ga., I being then the assistant 
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secretary of the treasury. In company with them came an officer of the 
Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, who had in his charge coin belonging to the 
said bank, which was kept separate from the treasury coin, and was 
permitted, by an arrangement made with the secretary of the treasury, 
to share the benefit of the transportation and of the escort accorded to. 
the Confederate States treasury. It remained with the effects of the 
treasury, but in the special charge of the bank clerk, until the treasury 
effects were transferred in Abbeville, S. C., to the president of the Con- 
federate States and his cabinet, and the ‘treasury officers discharged. 
The said coin of the Farmers’ Bank was then taken charge of by. the 
same officer who had had it in custody, and its subsequent history I am 
not acquainted with. 

I do certify that it never was a part of the coin of the Confederate 
States; was never in any form entered upon its treasury books, but was. 
treated as the absolute property of the Farmers’ Bank in the custody 
of the officer of that bank to whom it was intrusted. 

WM. W. CRUMP, 
Assistant Secretary of Treasury of the late Confederate States. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 20th January, 1871, as wit- 
ness my hand and seal. 
[SEAL. ] WM. NORWOOD, 
Notary Public. 


In my letter to J. M. Speed, dated June 25, 1866, now on file as evi- 
dence in the case of some of the Richmond banks asking for the return 
of their coin held by the United States Government, and now before 
Congress, | say, ‘‘that the government coin of the Confederate States 
was not robbed, except that when it was in the custody of a military 
escort accompanying it from Abbeville, 8. C., to Washington, Ga., the 
soldiers plundered it of about $75,000 or $100,000, as 1 learned, near the 
Savannah River.” I now desire to add that I made this statement on 
the faith of reports which reached me, and not of my personal knowl- 
edge. Possibly what was termed robbery by others was the payment 
of the troops under demand. At any rate, I know of no other robbery, 
and this to which I refer occurred about the latter part of April, and has 
no connection whatever with the robbery of the coin in charge of the 
officers of the Richmond banks, which occurred about a month later— 
say 24th May, 1865—on their return home. 

Dated at Richmond, Va., this 10th day of March, 1876. 

WM. W. CRUMP. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

This day personally appeared before me, Jno. H. Hampton, a notary 
public in and for the city aforesaid, W. W. Crump, to me known, and 
made oath that the within statement is correct and tr ue, to the best of 
his knowledge and belief. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Richmond, Va., this 10th day of 
March, 1876. 

|SHAL. | JNO. H. HAMPTON, 

. Notary Public. 
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OFFICE OF PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, Va., April 27, 1865. 
The bearers, Messrs. Taylor, Goddin, Weisiger, and Reynolds (civil- 
ians), have permission to pass from these headquarters to Danville, Va., 
en route to Charlotte, N. ©., and other points, if not prohibited by 
military authorities, and return, for the purpose of searching for and 
securing effects belonging to the banks of this city. 
This pass will expire when used. 
By command of Brig. Gen. M. R. Patrick, Provost-Marshal-General. 
C. E. SCOVILLE, 
Captain and A. D. CO. 


OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, Va., April 27, 1865. 
The within-named gentlemen, connected with banking-firms of this 
city, are in search of effects belonging to the several banking-houses 
here, and are especially commended to officers of the United States 
Army, stationed at points along their route, for such facilities as they 
_ may be able to afford them. 
M. -R. PATRICK, 


Brigadier-General United States Volunteers, 
Provost-Marshal- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, Va., July 8, 1865. 
To all officers of the United States Army: 

Whereas Messrs. J. H. Weisiger, James Miller, and M. L. Guerrant, 
loyal citizens residing in Richmond, and representing the Farmers’ 
Bank of Virginia, the Exchange Bank of Virginia, and the Bank of Vir- 
ginia, are about to proceed to Georgia, and, if necessary, adjacent States, 
for the purpose of recovering, if possible, a balance of about $110,000 in 
specie, which was removed from Richmond upon its evacuation by the 
Confederate forces (the lawful property of said banks, and not of the 
Confederate leaders or authorities), and which specie was violently taken 
from the agents of said banks when they were returning to Richmond, 
under lawful authority, by certain unauthorized parties: These are, 
therefore, to commend the above-named gentlemen to all officers of the 
United States Army, and all others in authority, and to ask for them 
such assistance in recovering said specie as they may reasonably require, 
and also the usual facilities and protection in bringing the same to this 
place. And as some of the parties unlawfully seizing the specie (under 
the supposition that it was Confederate aud not private property) gave 
up what they could control, and are willing to aid in recovering the re- 
mainder, it is respectfully recommended that those persons be permitted, 
unmolested, to aid the gentlemen bearing this letter. 

ALFRED H.. TERRY, 
Major-General Commanding. 
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[ Telegram. } 


WAR DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON Cr'ry, 
August 11, 1865. 


Major-General STEEDWMAN, Macon, Ga.: 


The officers of certain banks of Richmond complain that a large amount 
of coin, to the value of $100,000 or over, belonging to them and deposited 
in the bank or banks at Washington, Ga., is withheld from them on a 
claim of the Freedmen’s Bureau, whose officers in Georgia claim the 
coin as abandoned property. 

Please report speedily all the facts that can be ascertained in respect 
to this coin, and particularly, Ist, its amount; 2d, when and by whom 
taken to Washington, and how deposited there; 3d, whose possession 
is it in, and on what grounds, claim, or title it is held. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
Official copy : 
JAS. A. HARDIE, 
Inspector-General U.S. A. 


{Telegram dated Macon, Ga., 10.30 a. _ May 14,1865; received 10.30, in cipher, May 
5, 1865. 
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, ; 
Secretary of War: 
* * * * * * * 

Brigadier-General Palmer captured in wagons and sent to Augusta 
nearly ($200,000) two hundred thousand dollars, in gold and silver, 
claimed by Georgia Central Railroad and Banking Company. They 
have requested its restoration. General Molineux has asked me for 
orders in the case. I have advised him not to release it without proof 
of ownership and loyalty. 

Please send instructions. 

J. H. WILSON, 
Brevet Major-General. 


[Telegram. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF GEORGIA, 
Augusta, Ga., August 12, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 

In reply to your dispatch of the 11th instant I have the honor to re- 
port that General Wild, subcommissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau, 
when at Washington, Ga., the latter part of July, made claim to some 
coin, then on deposit there, claimed by some Richmond banks. 

The agent of the banks reported the case to me, and I gave him safe- 
conduct for the coin to this place, where it now is in his possession, but 
not to be moved from here without further orders. It is in amount 
about one hundred and ten thousand dollars, so reported by the agent. 

The coin was taken to the vicinity of Washington, Ga., in the Jeff. Davis 
train, where the train is said to have been robbed, and this amount after- 
ward recovered by the officers of the banks before the occupation of that 
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part of the country by our forces. General Winslow, by direction of 
Major-General Wilson, commanding cavalry forces, made an investiga- 
tion of the affair, and gave the coin to the officers of the banks. I have 
not seen General Winslow’s report. 
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. STEEDMAN, 
Major-General Commanding. 


Copy forwarded through adjutant-general Military Division of Ten- 
nessee. 


Official copy: 
JAS. A. HARDIE, 
Inspector-General U. 8. A. 


(Telegram. ] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, August 20, 1865. 
Major-General STEADMAN, 
Augusta, Ga.: 

The President has the claim of the Richmond banks to the coin on 
deposit in your command, and he directs that it be not given up to the 
banks, but kept securely in your charge to abide his order. You will 
be promptly notified of his decision when it is made, and in the mean 
time keep the coin in secure custody. . 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 
Official copy : 
JAS. A. HARDIE, 
Inspector-General U.S. A. 


WASHINGTON City, January 9, 1866. 


As an act of justice to the Richmond banks claiming the coin now in 
possession of the United States Treasury, turned over by me at Au- 
gusta, Ga., to an agent of the Treasury Department, by order of the 
President, I feel called upon to state that the coin was in possession of 
the agents of the banks claiming it; that it was not captured by any 
forces under my command; was regarded by me as the property of the 
banks claiming it, and but for the orders received to take possession of 
it would not have been interfered with by me. 

JAMES B. STEADMAN, 
Major-General Commanding Department of Georgia. 
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[ Telegram. ] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, August 23, 1865. 
Major-General STEADMAN, 
Augusta, Ga.: 

The President having considered the claim of the Richmond banks 
to the coin captured and on deposit in your department, orders and 
directs that it be turned over by you to an agent of the Treasury of the 
United States, who will be designated by the Secretary of the Treasury 
to receive and transport it to Washington City. The President farther 
directs that you detail a sufficient escort to guard the said coin safely 
in transit to Washington City. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, A. A. Q. 


Mr. Charles E. Twombly having been designated by the Secretary of 
the Treasury to receive the coin, leaves to-day for Augusta, via Hilton 
Head. 

BK. DD. TOWNSEND, A. A. Q. 

Official copy. 

JAS. A. HARDIE, 
Inspeetor-General U.S. A. 


In the matter of certain coin seized and turned over to the government 
by Major-General Steadman, commanding at Augusta, Ga. 


Major-General Steadman being interrogated by the Solicitor of the 
Treasury, makes answer as follows: 


Question. Please look at the paper now shown to you, dated January 
9, 1866, purporting to state circumstances relative to certain coin now 
in the possession of the United States Treasury, turned over by you at 
Augusta, Ga., to an agent of the Treasury Department, and say whether 
the signature thereto is yourown. | 

Answer. The paper is all in my own handwriting. 

Question. In whose possession did you find the coin in question, and 
for what reason did you assume control of it ? 

Answer. I found it in possession of the gentlemen who were said to 
be officers of the Richmond banks, and I assumed control of it in obedi- 
ence to the order of the President of the United States. 

Question. What was the nature of that order ? 

Answer. First, to take possession of the coin and keep it safely until 
further orders; subsequently, I received an order by telegr@ph directing 
me to turn it over to an agent of the Treasury Department. 

Question. By whom was the last order presented to you, and to whom 
did you turn over the coin? 

Answer. The last order was presented to me by an officer of the 
Treasury Department, whose name aud position in the department I 
have forgotten, and I delivered the money to him, taking his memo- 
randum-receipt therefor. 

Question. I infer from your answer to the last interrogatory that you 
are not able to say whether the officer to whom you paid the money was 
a special agent of the department for the collection of captured and 
abandoned property. . 

Answer. My understanding from him was that he was specially deputed 
by the Treasury Department for that duty. 
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Question. Have you any knowledge of the circumstances giving rise 
to the orders of which you have spoken, or of other circumstances indi- 
cating the purpose of the President in making them, or of the light in 
which he regarded the coin in question ? 

Answer. The order to me to take possession of the coin and keep it 
safely was by telegraph, and in response to a telegram from me to the 
Secretary of War, informing him that the agent, in whose possession the 
coin was, desired to remove it ‘to Richmond, and that I had given him 
safe-conduct from Washington, Ga., to Augusta, Ga., which was proba- 
bly the first official information the President had ever received that 
any such coin was in Georgia. I have no other information as to the 
reasons for the President’s order. After my first dispatch, asking that 
permission be given the officers to remove the coin to Richmond, I 
communicated to the President the fact that the seizure of this coin had 
been the subject of discussion before my predecessor, General Wilson, 
who declined to seize it. All the official information the President had, 
that I am aware of, is contained in my telegram to the Secretary of 
War. 

Question. I infer from the circumstances that, of course, it was in 


obedience to the first order of the President that you took possession of 


the coin. 

Answer. Yes; and that I required the officers of the bank to turn 
the coin over to my chief quartermaster, who gave them a receipt for it. 

Question. The delivery, by the officers of the bank, was, then, com- 
pulsory ? 

Answer. It was. 


Mr. Speed, attorney for the Richmond banks, asking and obtaining 
the consent of the solicitor to interrogate the witness, put the following: 


Question. Please state if, at any time, you did any act which you 
designed as asserting the right or intention to take possession or control 
of the coin in question, with a view to impress upon it in any way the 
character or quality of captured property ? 

Answer. The only control I ever assumed over the coin in question 
was in obedience to the orders of my superior officer, and I had no 
intention, in any act of mine, to decide any question of capture, as 
that question at the time did not suggest itself to my mind. When the 
gentlemen having possession of the coin, at Washington, Ga., applied 
to me, at Augusta, for protection, I determined not to take possession 
of the coin, but simply to give it safe-conduct. 

Question. In giving the safe-conduct referred to, did you design to 
furnish to the officers and the coin in their possession the protection of 
the government in their and its transit from Washington to Augusta, 
and to include protectiou to the coin while it remained on deposit in 
Augusta ? 

Answer. My only object in sending the officer, with the soldiers under 
his command, who guarded the coin from Washington to Augusta, was 
to give it protection, and prevent persons who were prowling about the 
country from robbing, and to protect the gentlemen in the possession of 
it, as their property, in Augusta. 

Question. Please state if you are apprised of any act of seizure of the 
coin in question by any military offiver, at any time, before you fur- 
nished the safe-conduct referred to, which constituted, in your opinion, 
either a legal capture or created a lien which could be fairly construed 
as such. 

Auswer. I have no knowledge of the capture, or pretended capture, 
by any officer of the United States Army. 
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JOSEPH JACKSON, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that in Sep- 
tember, 1817, he was appointed clerk of accounts in the office of the 
auditor of public accounts of the commonwealth of Virginia, continued 
to act in that capacity until the 3d April, 1865, under the State, and is 
now acting as such under the restored government; that a part of his 
duty as such was and is to charge the treasurer of the commonwealth 
with all sums paid into the treasury, and to give him credit for all sums 
disbursed, in the payment of warrants issued by the auditor. 

A party wishing to make payment into the treasury procured an order 
from the auditor, “directing the treasurer to receive from hima given 
sum, ou some particular account; on the back of this order, no record of 
which is kept in the office, he (the treasurer) directed some one of the 
three depositaries of the public funds, the Bank of Virginia, the Farm- 
ers’ Bank of Virginia, and the branch of the Exchange Bank of Vir- 
ginia located at Richmond, under the late government, to receive the 
same, and underneath this direction the bank acknowledged the receipt 
of the sum mentioned on its face ; this paper was returned to the treas- 
urer, who retained it as evidence against the bank, and thereupon gave 
to the party his own receipt for the sam so paid on its particular account. 
The treasurer’s receipt was brought to the auditor, who filed it as evi- 
dence of charge against that officer, and the auditor’s receipt for the 
treasurer’s receipt was given to the party making the payment as his 
acquittance. These treasurer’s receipts originating in the several de- 
partments of the auditor’s office were filed for entry on the day-book of 
the clerk of accounts, and as he entered them, under general heads for 
the month, no entry was made by him until its close, but as soon there- 
after as practicable, giving in the margin the date of each’ payment. 
He believes that on Saturday, the Ist day of April, 1865, all the treas- 
ure1’s receipts thus filed for the month of March, 1865, were entered by 
him in his day-book from their face ; but that in those entries under the 
head of “ Loan under act of 14th March, 1865,” he supplied the names 
of the banks, included in brackets, as shown by Exhibit A, which is a 
true copy of that entry, from another source, viz, a register of notes, 
of which Exhibit B presents a true copy, and, furthermore, that in the 
said entry he committed an error in giving the sum of $21,000 as re- 
ceived from the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia instead of the Bank of the 
commonwealth ; when perceived, he wrote the word commonwealth, in 
pencil, as a note to make the correction ; and that he has no other knowl- 
edge of the manner in which specie funds were procured by the com- 
monwealth than is afforded by the treasurer’s receipt, and the regis- 
ter of notes, as entered by another. 

Parties entitled to receive money from the commonwealth present 
their claims to the auditor; if approved, he issues his warrant therefor, 
upon the proper fund, to the treasurer; on the back of this warrant, 
the treasurer directs the payment by some one of the depositaries ; these 
warrants are entered on the auditor’s day-book in the order that they 
are issued: and areso numbered. Exhibit © is a true copy from the day- 
book of the only warrants charged to the Confederate Government. 
After the close of the month, this day-book is journalized, by arrang- 
ing all warrants entered therein upon each head of expenditure to- 
gether in the order in which they were issued, with the date of issue 
and number in the margin. 

Exhibit D is a true copy of such journal-entry. 

Exhibits E, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, M, and N are true copies of treas- 
urer’s receipts on file in the auditor’s office, which receipts were the 
foundation of the entries of which copies are given in exhibit A. 


—— 
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Exhibit O is one of the office blanks for the payment of money into 
the treasury, and exhibit P a blank for the pay ment of money from the 
treasury. , 

It will thus be seen that no moneys are received in or paid from the the 
treasurer’s office, and any payment into or from the treasury, or its 
depositaries, in any other manner than that stated above are invalid 
under the Code of 1860. 


Rg ae 
NE gininien 


a 


JOSEPH JACKSON. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, 


City of Richmond, to wit: 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of April, 1866. 
JOS. JACKSON, JR., 
Notary Public. 


[Int. rev. stamp 5 cents. ] 
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138 | J. 8S. Calvert, treasurer, dr. to sundry accounts 


177 


177 


A, 


Marcw# 31, 1865. 


for sundry payments in the treasury in March, 
1865, on the following accounts, under date 
as in margin, viz: 
ATIOUNG, DLOUPHITOUWOLG «=< vecasce= paces se sa 
To temporary loans. Brought forward ......-..! 
From Bank of Richmond on account of money | 
borrowed by authority of act of assembly 
authorizing temporary loans in gold and sil- 
BMOLSVAWCOIN Gas nce ea rs cbs cise mepcece me vanes 
From the Exchange Bank of Virginia, at Salem, 
it being gold and silver coin loaned to the 
commonwealth of Virginia .............----- 
From the Exchange Bank of Virginia, at Abing- 
don, it being gold and silver coin loaned to 
the commonwealth of Virginia ........-..... 


To loan under act of March 14, 1865: 

From the Commonwealth (Bank of Virginia) on 
account of gold and silver coin borrowed un- 
der act of the general assembly passed March 
BE LOUO & cates an nee rtie asd asta s 3, Jes) 

From ditto (Exchange Bank Norfolk) ditto .... 

From ditto (Exchange Bank Richmond) ditto .. 

From ditto (Farmers’ Bank of Virginia) ditto -. 

From ditto (Traders’ Bank) ditto ....... ...... 

From ditto (Bank of Richmond) ditto ......... 

From ditto (Farmers’ Bank of Virginia) ditto .. 


$299, 100 


1, 000 


19, 500 


15, 000 


100, 000 
34, 000 
25, 000 
21, 000 
12, 000 

8, 000 

100, 000 


$817, 606 79 


334, 600 00 


300, 000 00 
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Register of notes issued in pursuance of an act of the general assembly 


passed March 14, 1865, payable in gold and silver coin after the termi- 
nation of the present war. 


3 ° Amount 
Date. When payable. = | Name of persons making the loan. | of money 
= loaned. 
A 
1865. 
Maron Ot Teo: See teaticcn ce cass 1 BankrofeVvirelniarees see ceece ee ae 2 $100, 000 00 
Puen ano aoe ece ss 2 | Exchange Bank, Norfolk .........- 34, 000 00 
SE SSO IES Ie 3 | Exchange Bank, Richmond ....-..| 25,000 00 
DUM atehia «fae wo antics cite 4 | Farmers’ Bank of Virginia ........ 100, 000 00 
ERIE ne 5 | Bank of the Commonwealth. ...--. 21,000 00 
ee ae Soe 6. Traders (bankysereeurerees see neeies 12,000 00 
Ftd eaeeewees cen ee 7 | Bank of Richmond: +2... s.-.1 ee 8,000 00 
300, 000 00 


0; 


Confederate Government specie fund. 


2313.—W. to John C. Breckenridge, on account of money loaned by the 

State of Virginia to Confederate Government (see act of assembly 

passed March 14, 1865), payable in gold and silver coin ......... 100, 000 00 
2314.—W. to same on account Of SANG... 20. pce ccs secewe carncnncvececcue 59, 000 00 


Marcu 31, 1865. 


~ 


77 | Sundry accounts, dr., to General A. War- 
rants, for amount of warrants issued 
from the 1st to the 31st of March, 1865, 
inclusive, on the following accounts, 
viz, under date as in the margin: 
167 | Confederate government specie fund.... |...-...--.--- 542 00 
27 | 2313 W.to John C. Breckenridge, for money 
loaned by the State of Virginia to the 
Confederate government (see act of 
assembly passed March 14, 1865), pay- 
able in gold and silver coin........... | 100,000 00 
2314 Ditto the same for ditto............... 59, 000 00 
————— | 159,000 00 


E. 


$1,000.00. TreAasURY OFFICE, March 30, 1865. 
Received of the Bank of Richmond one thousand dollars in gold and silver coin on 
account of money borrowed by authority of act of assembly. Temporary loans, 
JNO. S. PRADY, 
First Clerk, Treasurer. 
To the auditor of public accounts, 
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diy 
$19,500.00. TREASURY OrricE; March 31, 1865. 


Received of the Exchange Bank of Virginia, at Salem, nineteen thousand five hun- 
dred dollars, it being gold and silver coin loaned to the commonwealth of Virginia. 
: J. 8S. CALVERT. 


To the auditor of public accounts. 


as 
$15,000.00. TREASURY OFrricE, March 31, 1865. 


Received of the Exchange Bank of Virginia, at Abingdon, fifteen thousand dollars, 


it being gold and silver coin loaned to the commonwealth of Virginia. 
J. 8. CALVERT. 


To the auditor of public accounts. 


; H. 
$100,000.00. TREASURY OFFICE, March 24, 1865. 


Received of the commonwealth of Virginia one hundred thousand dollars in gold 
and silver coin on account of money borrowed under act of general assembly passed 


14th March, 1865. 
JNO. 8. PRADY, 
First Clerk. 
To the auditor of public accounts. 


I. 
$34,000.00. TREASURY OFFICE, March 24, 1865. 
Received of the commonwealth of Virginia thirty-four thousand dollars in gold and 
silver coin on account of money borrowed by authority of act of assembly passed 14th 
March, 1865. JNO. 8. PRADY, 
First Clerk, 


To the auditor of public accounts. 


J. 
$25,000.00. TREASURY OFFICE, March 24, 1865. 


Received of the commonwealth of Virginia twenty-five thousand dollars in gold and 
silver coin on account of money borrowed by authority of act of assembly passed 14th 


March, 1865. 
JNO. S. PRADY, 
First Clerk. 
To the auditor of public accounts. 


K. 
$21, 000 TREASURY OFFICE, March 30, 1865. 


Received of the commonwealth of Virginia twenty-one thousand dollars in gold 
and silver coin on account of money borrowed by authority of act of assembly passed 


- 14th March, 1865. 
JNO. S. PRADY, 
First Clerk, Treasurer. 
To the auditor of public accounts. 


1Bp 
$12, 000 Treasury Orricr, March 30, 1865. 


Received of the commonwealth of Virginia twelve thousand (in gold and silver coin) 
dollars on account of money borrowed in pursuance of an act of assembly of Virginia 


passed March 14, 1865, 
JNO. S. PRADY, 


First Clerk. 
To the auditor of public accounts. 


M. 
$8,000. TREASURY OFFICE, March 30, 1865. 


Raceived of the commonwealth of Virginia eight thousand dollars in gold and sil- 


H. Mis. 5 4 
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ver coin on account of money borrowed by authority of act of assembly passed March 


14, 1865. 
JNO. S. PRADY, 
First Clerk, Treasurer. 
To the auditor of public accounts. 


N. 
$100,000. TREASURY OFFICE, March 31, 1865. 
Received of the commonwealth of Virginia one hundred thousand dollars in gold 
and silver coin on account of money borrowed by authority of act of assembly passed 


14th March, 1865. 
J. S. CALVERT, 


Treasurer. 
To the auditor of public accounts. 
O. 
$——_-— AUDITOR’S OFFICE, ———, 18—. 
Received of ———- ———, clerk of the court of ———, on account of the 


taxes on law process, &c., from the lst of September, 18—, to the 1st of September, 
18—. 
To the treasurer. 
TREASURY OFFICE, 


, 18—. 
Cashier of the Bank of Virginia: 

Receive the within-mentioned sum and place the same to the credit of the treasurer 
of the commonwealth of Virginia. 


BANK OF VIRGINIA, , 18—. 


The within-mentioned sum has been received and placed to your credit on the books 
of this bank. 
To the treasurer of the commonwealth of Virginia. 


Ps 
- AUDITOR’S OFFICE, ———, 186 . 
Pay to ——— ———, ——— dollars cents for sundry criminal charges in- 
curred in the county of ———. 
Attest : 


To the treasurer. 
TREASURY OFFICE, 
Cashier of the Bank of Virginia pay the within-mentioned sum to 
and charge the same to my account, 


» 2D, « 
, or bearer, 


i} 
Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 


WASHINGTON City, D. C., June 26, 1866. 


Sir: At your request I make a statement respecting the gold loaned 
and proposed to be loaned by the State of Virginia to the Confederate 
Government under an act of the general assembly of that State passed 
in March, I believe, in the year 1865. The legislature was using every 
possible means to subsist General Lee’s army of Northern Virginia. ‘To 
accomplish that object that legislature passed an act in seéret session 
authorizing the auditor of public accounts to borrow from the banks of 
the commonwealh of Virginia the sum of $300,000, or rather a sum not ex- 
ceedingthat amount. Being at that time the auditor of public accounts, 
which office I had held since the year 1857, was called upon to execute 
the provisions of this act. Accordingly I called together the officers of 
the several banks in the city of Richmond to consider the provisions of 
the act, and to take immediate steps to comply with them. I use this 
form of expression to show that whilst the act in form was only a request, 
yet by reason of the almost immemorial usages governing loans to the 
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States by the banks they were regarded as mandatory, and especially 
so by reason of the large amount of stock owned in the banks by the 
State and the absolute control over their charter. The banks in fact 
never refused to loan to the State during my official connection with 
her financial department. The banks were in no manner responsible 
for the application of the money, nor could they in any manner control 
it. 

At the conference of the officers of the banks some objections were 
made to the loan on real or technical grounds which postponed the appli- 
cation to another day, when [ went before the officers and insisted upon 
the long recognized rights of the State to have the money, which was 
assented to and the bonds of the commonwealth were prepared and de- 
livered and the specie passed to the credit of the State in the Virginia 
deposit banks. 

The whole of the money having been thus procured, the next ques- 
tion arising out of the act was its distribution and the security which 
the Confederate Government was to offer for the money. In company 
with Governor Smith [ went to the produce loan office, and, after con- 
eye with an officer on the subject, he proposed to deliver an order 
for 2,000,000 pounds of cotton. He produced an order signed by Mr. 
Trenholm, secretary of the treasury, but the said order was in blank, 
and when the manner of filling the blanks and the persons’ names to be 
inserted therein should be determined upon and its legality approved, 
the order was to be carried back to the Confederate office, and when com- 
pleted and entered of record it might then be used; but this was never 
done, nor did the State realize anything therefrom. Notwithstanding 
the incompleteness of this transaction, put having confidence in the 
good and honorable intentions of the parties concerned, at the intima- 
tion of the governor of the immediate wants of the army I determined 
on issuing my warrant for one-half of the amount designed to be loaned, 
but owing to intimations of probable defeat in the field, and that the 
whole, if paid, would be lost, [refused to issue my warrant for more than 
$150,000; but learning that the banks intended to pay the amount or 
at least part of it in checks, and that the sums thus made up amounted 
to $159,000, I yielded my objections as to the $9,000 excess and issued 
warrants for the sum of $159,000 and refused to issue for the excess, and 
never did issue it in favor of the Confederate Government or any of its 
agents. This refusal was made in pursuance of the act of assembly 
authorizing the rejection of claims. 

In this connection it may be proper to say that the sum of $21,000, 
on deposit in the Exchange Bank to the credit of the State, was drawn 
out before the evacuation of the city of Richmond and applied to State 
purposes. 

You will thus perceive that the State never had, at any time, a claim 
on the Confederacy for more than the one hundred and fifty-nine thou- 
sand dollars for which warrants were issued. 

Of coufse you are aware that no money can be drawn from the 
treasury except by warrant signed by the auditor and a check of the 
treasurer endorsed thereon, the law declaring a payment of money in 
any other mode absolutely void. 

Yours, very truly, 
J. M. BENNETT. 

J. M. SPEED, Esq. 


P. 8.—I have not deemed it proper to make oath to the foregoing 
statement, but if required can put it in the form of an affidavit. 
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$100,000. AUDITOR’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., March 24, 1864. 


At the termination of the present war, or at such other period as the 
State may adopt, the commonwealth of Virginia will pay at the treasury 
thereof, in gold and silver coin, to the Bank of Virginia, the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars, with interest thereon at the rate of six per 
centum per annum from the date hereof, it being gold and silver coin 
borrowed under direction of the governor in pursuance of an act of the 
general assembly of Virginia entitled “An act authorizing a loan to the 
commonwealth of three hundred thousand dollars, in gold and silver 
coin, by the several banks, and the application thereof to the use of the 
army of Northern Virginia,” passed 14th March, 1863. 

J. S. CALVERT, 
Treasurer of Virginia. 
Countersigned : 
J. M. BENNETT, 
Auditor of Public Accounts. 


We, Wm. F. Taylor, auditor of public accounts of the commonwealth 
of Virginia, and John 8. Calvert, treasurer of the commonwealth of 
Virginia, do certify and declare that the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, a 
banking institution in Richmond, Va., did agree to loan to the State of 
Virginia, under an act of the general assembly of the State passed 
March the 14th, 1865, the sum of $100,000 in coin; that the sum was 
placed to the credit of the commonwealth on the books of said bank, by 
the said bank, on the warrant of the auditor, with the order of the treas- 
urer thereon written, the warrant and order being in the form prescribed 
by law to admit and obtain credits to the commonwealth, in the banks 
wherein the commonwealth kept a deposit and disbursing account, as by 
law of the State made and provided, whereof the said bank was one; 
and the said Wm. F. Taylor and John S. Calvert do further declare, 
that the said sum of one hundred thousand dollars, so placed by the said 
bank at the credit of the commonwealth, and the additional sum in coin 
of twelve thousand dollars placed therein to the credit of the common- 
- wealth by the Traders’ Bank of said city on the 30th day fo Marhe, 1865, 
loaned thereby to the commonwealth, under the act aforesaid, were not 
in March or April 1865, used, applied for, or drawn upon by warrant of 
the auditor of public accounts with a check of the treasurer thereon in- 
scribed, nor in any other form or manner, or any time since, and that 
the said sums and all and every part thereof remain and are still at the 
credit of the commonwealth, subject to be drawn for by warrant of the 
auditor and check of the treasurer, in manner and form as aforesaid. 
WM. F. TAYLOR, 

Auditor Public Accounts. 

* J. S. CALVERT, 

Treasurer of Virginia. 


RICHOMND, VA., May 29, 1866. 
Alonzo A. Lorentz, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he was 
a clerk in the office of the auditor of the State of Virginia in March, 
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1865. I have examined the books containing a register of the bonds of 
the State, issued to the banks in Richmond, for a loan of $100,000 in 
specie. A correct transcript of said entries is attached to the deposition 
of Joseph Jackson and marked “Exhibit B.” The original entries are 
in my hand. The bonds corresponding to the said eutries were issued 
from this office; I mean the auditor’s oftice. 

A. A. LORENTZ. 


STATE OF. VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on this day in my city aforesaid. 
Given under my hand this 4th day of April, 1866. 
JOS. JACKSON, JR., 
No otary Public. 


[5-cent stamp cancelled. ] 


JOHN OTT, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he was chief 
clerk of the treasurer’s office of the Confederate States in the month of 
March, 1865. 

The Confederate war department had a large amount of cotton in the 
month of March, 1865, and I understood an arrangement was made by 
which the Confederate States should give the State of Virginia cotton 
at sixpence sterling per pound to theamount of $300,000 in specie. This 
$300,000 was to be used for the support of the army. This was in the 
latter part of March. My understanding was that the State borrowed 
the money from the Exchange Bank, the Farmers’ Bank, and Bank of 
Virginia, and their branches. The whole transaction in relation to this 
cotton was madethrough Mr. A. Roane, the chief of the loan and produce 
bureau, or with his knowledge. 

The transaction did not appear upon the books of the treasury de- 
partment, because it was made directly between the war department 
and the State of Virginia. 

All the specie belonging to the treasury department was sent off on 
a train about six o’clock Sunday evening, April 2, 1865. The specie 
belonging to the war department I knew nothing about, as it did not 
come under my cognizance. 

Walter Philbrook, the first teller of the treasurer’s office, went in 
charge of the treasury specie. I understood that there was about 
$300,000 in gold and silver coin and bullion and about $100,000 in ster- 
ling exchange. The bullion was gold and silver slugs, I think they call 
them. These silver slugs were made up, I think, of sweepings from the 
United States mints at Dahlonega and Charlotte, left there at the seces- 
sion of those States. They were shaped like a brick, only beveled down 
the sides about 3 to 5 inches. I only saw one box opened. We could 
not use it, because it was not assayed. The gold slugs were small lumps 
and irregular, The silver coin was United States and Mexican dollars, 
principally in kegs of $5,000 each, or about that. 

The gold coin was made up of United States coins, sovereigns, and other 
foreign coins; some Mexican and some Spanish doubloons. There was 
one large bag of sovereigns. Mr. Philbrook, the first teller, and Mr. 
James G. Bain, the second teller, can give fuller information about this. 
Mr. Bain is of the firm of Bain & Bro., in Portsmouth, Va. 

After leaving Richmond, when we got to Danville we were halted, 
and the Confederate Government was set up. One hundred thousand 
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dollars of the treasury specie, $50,000 in silver and $50,000 in gold was 
stopped there and placed in the Bank of Danville by orderof Mr. Tren- 
holm; the balance left in the cars at Danville for one week in charge 
of Mr. Philbrook, with all the other effects of the treasurer’s office. Of 
this $100,000, we sold $9,000 in silver at Danville at 70 for 1. We were 
at Danville only a week. The $200,000 in charge of Pbhilbrook went 
on South on Sunday, the day of Lee’s surrender. 

The balance of $91,000 in our charge was taken to Greensborough, N. 
C., the next night. There we sold some silver and paid ‘out about 
$1,000 in silver and some $480 in gold. The balance of $37,800 was 
turned over to General Joe Johnston. Of the gold, we took from Mr. 
Trenholm a bill of exchange for 500 pounds sterling, and paid at the 
rate of $4.44 forit. The balance of $47,300 in gold went South from 
Greensborough. Mr. Trenholm and Mr. Hutchinson, his secretary, went 
off in charge of this $47,300. I don’t know what became of it. 1 don’t 
know what became of the $200,000 in specie which went off in charge 
of Philbrook. Understood that Wheeler’s cavalry got the most of it 
at Abbeville, 8. C. 

The bullion in the treasury at the evacuation, to the best of my recol- 
lection, was in seven boxes, one contained standard bullion, the other 
six gold and silver bullion mixed; appeared to be dirty. The boxes, 


I think, were all of this shape b hip ; I think, also, six of the boxes 


were marked with a marking-brush, “* Bank of South Carolina, Colum- 
bia,” &e. 
JOHN OTT. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Custom-House, Richmond, Va., April 3, 1866. 
I hereby certify that John Ott, whose signature is attached to the 
foregoing statement, made and signed the same in my presence, after 
having been duly sworn to state his knowledge of facts therein set forth. 


JOHN 8. LOOMIS, 
Assistant Special Agent United States;Treasury Department, 
Richmond District, Virginia. 


[ James Hughes, of Indiana; James W. Denver, of California; Chas. F. Peck, of Illinois; 
John 8. Williams, of Indiana. ] 


OFFICE OF HUGHES, DENVER & PECK, 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW, 
No. 218 F street, between Fourteenth and Fifteenth strects, 
Washington, D. C., March 12, 1866. 

Sir: It turns out that Judge Hughes was mistaken in supposing that 
General W. G. M. Davis was personally cognizant of the fact that the 
gold claimed by the Richmond banks was the property of the Confed- 
erate Government. 

We are prepared to show from another source, if the opportutniy is 
afforded us, that about ten days before the evacuation of Richmond the 
general assembly of the State of Virginia passed an act (in secret ses- 
sion, it is said) to authorize (or require) the banks at Richmond to loan 
their gold to the Confederate Government to feed General Lee’s army. 


WILLIAM B. ISAACS & CO. 55 


This was done at the suggestion of Governor Smith in a message. The 
banks loaned the amount of about $300,000 under this law to the commis- 
sary department of the Confederate Government. The commissary 
department had at Nassau and elsewhere abroad about $300,000 of 
supplies. The agreement was made with the banks to sell the supplies 
and to give to the banks sterling bills for the proceeds. The gold they 
delivered under this agreement. When Richmond was evacuated this 
gold was sent out along with the other gold of the Confederate Govern- 
ment. It went from Charlotte, Ga., under the guard of naval officers, 
and was at Washington when Davis and others went off. It is known 
that the whole amount of gold which was sent from Charlotte did not 
exceed $400,000, which was the same gold which left Richmond with 
Davis ; that ‘there was no other gold in the train; that it was spoken 
of by the officials as government gold; that when it reached Georgia it 
went first into the custody of W. W. Crump (who was the assistant 
secretary of the treasury) as Confederate property. 

A part of the gold was distributed by order of Davis, a part was 
stolen, and it was a current rumor among the men of prominence who 
were on the spot that it was decided by Davis and his advisers at the 
final breaking up at Washington, Ga., that, as the object for which the 
gold had been loaned could not be accomplished, and the security had 
not been given the banks, the gold received from them should be re- 
turned, and it was so ordered. 

We are informed that no agent of any bank went with the gold; that 
it was transported in wagons of the Confederate Government, in charge 
of Confederate officers. 

We are informed that the minutes of proceedings of the directors of 
the banks will establish the loan. 

Seth B. French, who was assistant commissary-general of the Con- 
federate army, and W. W. Crump can prove the facts above stated as 
to the loan of the gold and its possession by the Confederate Govern- 
ment. Mr. Hull, who was chief clerk of the Confederate treasury, can 
also give full ifformation on the subject. 

From the statements before made it is apparent that if the Confederate 
Government had $400,000 in gold in the train which left Charlotte, the 
Virginia banks could not have had any, as the amount named was all 
which the train contained. 

Mr. Crump can give full and exact information, as he was at Wash- 
ington, Ga., when the gold was finally disposed of by Davis, and re- 
mained there until the Federal troops took possession. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
HUGHES, DENVER & PECK. 

Hon. HueH McCuLiocng, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


Hon. HuGH McCuLtLocn, 
Secretary of the Treasury: 

Srr: We have the honor to report that in obedience to the instrue- 
tions contained in your communication of March 28, 1866, a member of 
our firm proceeded to Richmond, Va., to carry out the objects indicated, 
and we submit herewith the following papers: 

Ist. The deposition of Joseph J ackson, clerk of accounts in the office 
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of the auditor of the State of Virginia, with numerous exhibits, which 
are transcripts from the records of that office. 

2d. The deposition of John S. Rady, the chief clerk in the office of 
the treasurer of the State of Virginia, with a full transcript from the 
records of that office showing the amount of specie belonging to the 
State deposited with the banks in question, which banks were the deposi- 
taries of the State funds. 

3d. The deposition of Alonzo A. Lorentz, a clerk in the office of the 
State auditor. 

4th. The deposition of John M. Strother, captain and assistant com- 
missary in the rebel army, with the original receipt given him by the 
officers of the banks for $223,929.90 of Confederate coin. 

5th. The deposition of John Ott, formerly a clerk in the Confederate 
treasury department. This last deposition shows that the loan of the 
coin in question was not made directly by the banks to the rebel gov- 
ernment, but that it was made indirectly through the intervention of 
the State of Virginia, to the war department of that government, for 
the purpose of purchasing supplies for General Lee’s army, and therefore 
it did not pass through the hands of the officers of the treasury depart- 
ment or fall under their cognizance. For this reason we deemed it 
unnecessary to takejthe testimony of Messrs. Crump, French, and Hall, 
they having been connected with the treasury department, and there- 
tore possessing no official knowledge of the transaction. 

The evidence we submit herewith establishes the following to be the 
correct history of this case: 

Application had been made by the Confederate Government to the 
various banks in Richmond in the early part of March, 1865, for a loan 
fo the specie in their vaults; this was declined by the banks. On the 
14th of March, 1865, the Virginia legislature passed an act authorizing 
the banks to loan their specie to the State, and pledging the sum so 
loaned to be applied to the purchase of supplies for Lee’s army. It was 
further provided that this specie should not go into the general funds 
of the Confederacy, but should be placed at the disposal of General Lee 
and the secretary of war for the purpose indicated. * 

In conformity with the provisions of this act, the following-named 
banks loaned the State of Virginia the sums stated below: 


Bank of Virginia. . Re ae A Te en ae eee ee AME TOD Ue 
Exchange Bank of Norfolk. . ed Sey he ERI AO FE DO IRR Prat ep NUL: 
Exchange Bank of Richmond... add Br wtel pone es oe ee ee ard a ete wa a eS eee ROLE 
Farmers’ Bank of Virginia......-.-..- Suche ie = cme AOR nae eee ta eee end OED 
Bank of the Commonwealth... .2++++seeeesseeceererigeececteceenes eects 21, 000 
Traders’ Bank.. Bee | Mat AO Ee AE ee Re ears | ee 88. PE EINE 
Bank of Richmond.. ga, hy Sie phi ees 5 REN esos eines IR mes 8, 000 

300, 000 


This money was regularly and in due form paid into the treasury of 
the State of Virginia, and deposited in the three banks which were the 
depositories of the State funds, and these banks gave the State treasurer 
the proper vouchers, therefore showing that they had received the 
amount stated below, and hold the same for the State, and for the pur- 
poses expressed in this act of March 14, 1865. For convenience we 


*We pantck our inabiley: to ohinin a copy of this act. The officers of the banks 
stated to us the contents of it, and their version of it agrees entirely with that of Cap- 
tain Strother. 
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show from what banks the money was loaned, as well as the bank which 
became the depository of it. 


Public depositories. From whom loaned. Amount. 
Bank of Vireini March 24, 1865, Bank of Virginia.-...$100, 000 00 
ank of Virginla-- 4 | March 30, 1865, Bank of Richmond.. 8, 000 00 
-—| $108,000 00 
BKE Rant March 30, 1865, Farmers’ Bank...... 100, 000 00 
armers “ans-c-° > 1 March 30, 1865, Traders’ Bank ...... 12, 000 00 
—- 112, 000 00 
{| March 24, 1865, Exchange Bank of 
| INGTLOUS eee ters one see ere eee oe 34, 000 00 
, March 24, 1865, Exchange Bank of 
Exchange Bank... Richmond ~... Fheaihd Nt : eos eer 25, 000 00 
| March 30, 1865, Bank of the Common- 
WORD reek. peaie tiara Sats tera eerie ets cre e 21,000 00 
——-—— 80, 000 00 
300, 000 00 


To avoid confusion, it should be here stated that the State treasurer’s 
books show that in addition to the above, there was a considerable 
amount of specie in these public depositories, as follows. This specie 
appears to have been loaned to the State under an earlier act of the 
legislature to provide for temporary loans to the State, and we are not 
at present advised whether it was pledged to the use of the Confeder- 
ate Government. 


Public depositories. From whom loaned. Amount. 
Bank of Virginia....| March 30, 1865, Bank of Richmond........-..--. $1, 000 00 
March 31, 1865, Exchange Bank at Salem $19, 500 
ae ee Bank of March 31, 1865, Exchange Bank at Abing- 
de a Be ald POOR on shan ce see oe he are Sees aeicioten 15, 000 
—_— 34, 500 00 
35, 500 00 ~ 


This fund we shall at present consider as distinct from the amount of 
$300,000 loaned under the act of March 14, 1865. 

It will be observed that this sum of $300,000 was deposited in the 
three banks, the Farmers’, the Exchange, and the Bank of Virginia, 
and was held by them in trust for the purposes named in the act. But 
they had in fact loaned only $259,000, the balance, $41,000, having 
been supplied by the other city banks. The State issued its bonds in 
due form to these various banks for the amount loaned by each respect- 
ively, and the State settled with the Confederate Government by taking 
from it an order for 2,000,000 pounds of cotton at 15 cents a pound, as 
will appear by the letter of Mr. Trenholm, the rebel secretary of the 
treasury, and the statement of Mr. Roane, the chief of the produce loan 
bureau, which are on file with the papers in this case. 

On or about the 27th of March, 1865, Captain Strother, the financial 
agent of the commissary department, acting under orders of John C. 
Breckenridge, the Confederate secretary of war, received from the au- 
ditor of the State of Virginia two specie warrants, one for $100,000 on 
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the Bank of Virginia, and one for $59,000 on the Exchange Bank. By 
reference to Exhibit A, attached to the deposition of John 8S. Rady, and 
Exhibit B, attached to the deposition of Joseph Jackson, it will be seen 
that these warrants were for the precise amounts loaned by these two 
banks and covered all the coin they held for the State at that time. 
Both of these checks were paid by the banks, the Bank of Virginia giv- 
ing him $80,000 in coin and $20,000 in a check on Lynchburg; the Ex- 
change Bank giving him $25,000 in coin and $34,000 in a ‘check on 
Lynchburg. Afterward, on Sunday, the 2d of April, 1365, Mr. McFeiland, 
the president of the Farmers’ Bank, having then learned of the intended 
evacuation of the city, became anxious to relieve his bank from its re- 
sponsibility as custodian of this Confederate specie, and for that purpose 
sent to the secretary of war or the commissary-general to inquire to 
whom this specie in his bank could be delivered. It will be remembered 
this was the memorable Sunday upon which General Lee’s lines were 
broken and the immediate and hasty evacuation of the city became neces- 
sary. There was no time to go through the forms of law and no warrant 
was obtained from the auditor, but the Farmers’ Bank paid the whole 
sum it held to the credit of the State, $112,000, to Captain Strother of 
the commissary department, taking his receipt therefor. The whole 
sum thus paid to Captain Strother by the three banks was $271,000 ; 
$54,000 of which was in the two checks and the balance in coin. 

It may be here noticed that the tWo warrants which had been cashed 
to Captain Strother exhausted the amounts in those banks when they 
were drawn; afterward there was deposited to the credit of the State, 
under this act of March 14, $8,000 in the Bank of Virginia and $21,000 
in the Exchange Bank, these two sums having been loaned by other 
banks and placed there as the public depositories. The account of the 
commissary department on the night of April 2, 1865, stood thus with 
the three banks: 


Amount depos- Diieentene, 
: paid 
Bank. ives naN EE OE Captain |Balance left. 
of March 14 . 
1} Strother. 
1865. 
IISEDIBIN MD ADIG oo ceewcces <\cceuwewee eens s $1125000 004) $112) 010 200s eee soem 
Pea Dia VIED ate nn s)e vw aeio= orcs s vpn x be 108 000 00 100 000 00 | $8 000 00 
UGRCUMO SO AUK, cn doen seecen 4 GSe6c0.808° 80 000 00 59 000 00 | 21 000 00 
300 000 00 271 000 00 | 29 000 00 


This balance of $29,000 was as much the property of the Confederate 
Government as the coin in its treasury. It did not belong to the banks 
when it was deposited and never had belonged to them, for it had been 
advanced under the act referred to by the Bank of Richmond and the Bank 
of Commonwealth. These depository banks received the coin from the 
banks loaning it, gave their receipts to the treasurer of the State of Vir- 
ginia as so much coin received to the credit of the State. The State of 
Virginia had completed its share of the transaction by passing an act 
pledging the coin to the Confederate war department and by receiving 
from the Confederate Government an order for the full amount so 
pledged, in cotton at 15 cents a pound. Therefore we say that the banks 
must account to the United States for $29,000 of Confederate specie 
which it held in its possession when the city of Richmond was captured 
and when Lee surrendered 
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To return now to the $271,000 which had been paid to Captain 
Strother; $25,000 of this fund he paid out to various officers of the com- 
missary department before he left Richmond. The balance of $246,000 
he took away with him on the train that left Sanday night, which also 
carried the representatives of the Richmond banks and their treasure 
and effects. At Danville, some of the money was disbursed for the use 
of Lee’s army; and the day before Lee’s final surrender a verbal agree- 
ment was made that if the party were cut off so that the coin could not 
be used for the purpose of feeding the hostile army, and in that event 
only, it should be returned to the banks, not from which it was borrowed, 
but to those banks which happened to be the public depositories. For 
we do not understand that in this engagement it was attempted to pro- 
tect the Traders’ Bank, which had furnished $12,000 of the loan, and 
placed it in the Farmers’ Bank, and which had been paid by it to Cap- 
tain Strother to make up the sum of $112,000. 

The surrender of General Lee, which occurred on the next day, drove 
the party farther South and they finally reached Washington, Ga. 

It having become certain by this time that the project of destroying 
the government, for which this specie had been pledged, had failed, 
General Joe Johnston having agreed to a surrender of his army, al- 
though the terms had been rejected for the purpose of exacting more 
stringent ones, the agreement entered into between the banksand Captain 

‘Strother was carried into effect, and on the 21st of April, 1865, he de- 
livered them the amount of coin in his hands, $223,929.90, and took 
their receipt therefor as so much money to be applied in payment of the 
bonds which the State of Virginia had issued to the three banks.* 

The commissary officers finding that the Confederate cause was lost, 
that its government had ceased to exist, and that the money could not 
be used for the hostile purposes to which it had been pledged, in order 
to prevent its falling into the hands of the United States, volunteered 
to pay the debt of the State of Virginia with it, and this not an honest 
debt, but one of that class which every Southern State has been re- 
quired to repudiate. Therefore we say that the banks must account to 
the United States for this sum of $223,929.90 of Confederate specie re- 
ceived by them from Captain Strother. 

These two sums of $223,929.90 and $29,000, in all $252,929.90 of Con- 
federate coin has been received by these banks, to which sum the United 
States is clearly and unmistakably entitled, and we suggest that imme- 
diate steps be taken to assert the rights of the government to the amount 
in excess of that which is now under seizure. 

We have not considered the question of identity—that is, whether the 
coin in the Treasury of the United States is the identical coin which 
was turned over to the banks by Captain Strother. When these bank 
officers plead that they have successfully made way with $252,929.90 of 
money belonging to the United States, and have left in its stead $100,000 
of their own money, which they ask shall be restored because it is not 
the identical coin of which they deprived the government, and the hon- 
orable Secretary of the Treasury desires the investigation of that issue, 
we think it can be shown that the United States has an indubitable title 
to the identical coin under seizure. | 

However, in this connection it may be our duty to inform you that 
the officers of these banks stated to us that when the first attempt was 
made to remove this coin from Washington, Ga., they had in charge 
$450,000, including their own and this Confederate treasure; that 


* In this amount were the two checks for $59,000, which the bank officers informed 
us had been torn up by them on the occasion of the robbery hereinafter referred to. 


es “ar 
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when the robbery occurred they got away safely with $200,000, which 
was soon after brought back to Richmond, Va.; that $250,000 was 
stolen; of this amount $145,000 was Confederate and $105,000 was bank 
money; that $111,000 was recovered, leaving the net loss about $140,000; 
that it was impossible to know to which fund the money recovered be- 
longed, except as to one bag of $9,000, which belonged to the banks. 

Our opinion is that when all the facts are known it will appear that 
this particular treasure is the property of the Uuited States by an older 
title than any we have indicated. 

We had intended to comment on the extraordinary ingenuity with 
which this case has been presented to the President of the United States, 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, to the Attorney-General, and to the 
Solicitor of the Treasury, as one involving only the question of the cap- 
ture of private property; but this report has already become too ex- 
tended, and we will close it with the suggestion that now that the whole 
claim has been unmasked, it will require a still higher display of inge- 
nuity to justify the conduct of those who have presented and urged it. 

Respectfully submitted. 

HUGHES, DENVER & PECK. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 29, 1867. 


Received of L. H. Kauffman, for the Secretary of the Treasury, draft 
No, 224 of F. E. Spinner, Treasurer of the United States, special agent, 
on F. E. Spinner, Treasurer United States, for the sum of $10,000, the 
same being received under an arrangement made for the settlement of 
certain business of the firm of Hughes, Denver & Peck, on the 14th 
day of September, 1866, and acknowledged by us as full payment for 
services performed by us as special counsel, and for expenses incurred 
in connection with certain gold and silver coin and bullion claimed by 
certain banks of Richmond, Va., as specified in the letter to us of the 
Hon. Hugh McCulloch, Secretary of the Treasury, dated April 15, 1867. 

CHARLES F. PECK, 
For Hughes, Denver & Peck. 
LU. 8. int. rev. stamp. ] 


RIcHMOND, March 22, 1866. 


Sir: A copy of a paper presented to you by Messrs Hughes, Denver 
& Peck, dated 12th instant, has been furnished to the undersigned. 
We have called upon the gentlemen specially named and asked them 
to give separate statements in respect to the allegations as to which 
they are avouched as witnesses. They have responded to the call, and 
we inclose their affidavits; and again asking your attention to the 
petition filed and the accompanying evidence, express the hope that you 
will at once see the propriety of executing, without further delay, the 
order of the President for the restoration of the coin to its bona-fide 
owners. 
We have the honor to be, your obedient servants, 
JAMES CASKIE, 
President Bank of Virginia. 
WM. H. MACFARLAND, 
President Farmers’ Bank of Virginia. 
W. P. SLROTHER, 
Cashier Exhange Bank of Virginia, Richmond. 
Hon. H. MCCULLOCH, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

I, William P. Strother, late cashier of the Exchange Bank of Virginia, 
at Richmond, do hereby certify that the sum of $2 1,000, deposited in 
said bank it is believed on the 30th of March, 1865, by the Bank of the 
Commonwealth to the credit of the State of Virginia, was paid out to 
the State authorities before the evacuation of Richmond on the 2d of 
April, 1865, and no part was ever at any time paid to or under the con- 
trol of the Confederate States, or any of their officers or agents, and no 
sum of money was ever deposited in said bank to the credit of the 
Confederate States. 

Given under my hand this 25th day of June, 1866. 

W. P. STROTHER. 


Subscribed and sworn before me this 25th day of June, 1876. 
; EDWD. J. WARREN, 
Notary Public. 


[5-cent revenue stamp. ] 


BANK OF VIRGINIA, Richmond, June 4, 1866. 


Str: In reply to your communication of the 21st May, delivered to- 
day by John. 8S. Loomis, esq., assistant special agent, &c., I have the 
honor to say that no deposit of $3,000 in coin, or any other sum, was 
made in this bank at the time of the surrender of Richmond, or at any 
time before or since, to the credit of the Confederate States. 

I have the honer to add that $9,000 in coin, shortly before the sur- 
render of this city, say on the 30th of March, 1865, was deposited in 
this bank to the credit of the commonwealth of Virginia by the Bank 
of Richmond, and this deposit, with other coin sent South on the even- 
ing of the 2d of April, 1865, was robbed in Georgia, of which a bag con- 
taining $739.65 in silver was saved and brought back to Richmond, and 
is now in possession of the bank. 

Neither the bank nor myself admits any liability for or on account of 
the above deposit to the United States. 

Very respectfully, 
JAMES CASKIE, 
President. 
Hon. H. McCuLiocu, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

This day James Caskie, president Bank of Virginia, W. P. Strother, 
cashier of the Exchange Bank of Virginia, and I. M. Godden, cashier 
Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, personally appeared before me, a notary pub- 
lic, and made oath that the coin withheld from the Bank of Virginia, 
the Exchange Bank of Virginia, and the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, in 
the city aforesaid, by authority, as is understood, of the Treasury De- 
partment in Washington, is the veritable property of said banks, in the 
proportions in which it did and does belong to them, and was theirs 
when the same passed in the control of the military authority, on the 
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application of their agents having the custody of it, for protection 
thereto. 
oa JAMES CASKIK, 
President Bank of Virginia. 
W. P. STROTHER, 
Cashier Exchange Bank of Virginia at Richmond. 
I. M. GODDIN, 
Cashier Farmers’ Bank of Virginia. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 15th day of February, 1866, 
as witness my hand. 
EDWD. J. WARREN, 
Notary Public. 


City OF RICHMOND, to wit: 


I, M. Q. Guerrants, late bookkeeper in the Bank of Virginia, do hereby 
certify that I was one of the officers charged with the duty of bringing 
back to Richmond the funds of the Richmond banks; that I was present 
in the month of August, 1865, when the funds returned by the robbers 
in May was delivered at Augusta to C. K. Smith, quartermaster of 
General Steadman ; that it consisted of American coin, gold and silver, 
and some foreign gold coin, and that there was no bullion of any sort 
with it. 

Given under my hand this 25th day of Tan lae 1866. 

M. Q. GUERRANTS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of June, 1866. 
EDWD. J. WARREN, 
Notary Public. 


[5-cent revenue-stamp. ] - 


EXCHANGE BANK OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, June 27, 1866. 


Str: In reply to your communication of May 21 last, this day delivered 
to me, I have the honor to say that no deposit of $21,000 in coin, or any 
other sum, was made in this bank at the time of the surrender of Rich- 
mond, or at any time before or since, to the credit of the Confederate 
States. 

I have the honor to add that $21,000 in coin was deposited in this 
bank to the credit of the commonwealth of Virginia by the Bank of the 
Commonwealth, and that this deposit was drawn by the State authori- 
ties on April 2, 1865. Neither the bank or myself admits any liability 
for or on account of the above deposit to the United States. 

Very respectfully, 
W. S. STROTHER, Cashier. 

Hon. H. McCULLOcH, 

Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 


RicHMOND, VA., April 18, 1866. 
I, W. P. Strother, of Richmond, Va., late eashier of the Exchange 
Bank of Virginia, at Richmond (being a branch of the Exchange Bank 
of Virginia at Norfolk), do héreby certify that on the 25th day of March, 
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1865, said bank had on hand in its vaults at Richmond, Va., about 
$32,500 in gold (all American coin) and a small amount of silver coin— 
say between one and two hundred dollars—which said sums of gold and 
silver coin were all the specie funds held by said bank at Richmond, 
Va., or elsewhere. That all of said gold and silver coin was kept at 
the date above referred to in bags, deposited in vault of said bank in 
Richmond. That the said bank did not own or hold any bullion, bars, 
dust, or other gold or silver ore or metal on the 25th day of March, 1865, 
or subsequently, or for a long time previous to that date. That on the 
25th day of March, 1865, said bank, in pursuance of a resolution of the 
board of directors, ioaned to the State of Virginia the sum of $25,000, 
which said loan was all in American gold coin, and was paid upon the 
order of the treasurer of the State of Virginia to Capt. John M. Strother, 
an officer of the commissary department of the so-called Confederate 
States of America, and which said loan was made to the state in pur- 
suance of the act of the general assembly of Virginia of the 14th day 
of March, 1865, which said law was made for the purpose of providing 
ways and means for subsisting the armies of said Confederate States 
then under command of General Lee in Virginia. 

That after deducting the $25,000 so loaned to the State of Virginia 
there was held by the said bank $7,500 in American gold and the silver 
coin above mentioned on the 25th day of March, 1865, and that there 
was no gold or silver coin paid out by said bank between that date and 
the 2d day of April, 1865, when the city of Richmond was evacuated by 
the army of the so-called Confederate States, and upon that date the 
said bank sent away the said sum of $7,500 in gold, together with all 
other funds and currency held or owned by said bank, except $360,000, 
or thereabouts, of Confederate currency and the small amount of silver 
above referred to, and that there were no other receipts or disburse- 
ments or transactions in coin, bullion, or precious metals during the 
months of March or April, 1865, except as above described. That the 
$7,500 in gold coin remaining on hand as stated was taken away from 
Richmond in canvas bags; each bag was tied up and not marked or 
labeled, except a tag with the amount in each bag marked thereon. I 
think the whole amount was in two bags, five thousand in one and twen- 
ty-five hundred in the other. Said gold and other property of the bank 
was sent away in charge of Mr. James Miller, receiving-teller of the 
bank, who took it all to Washington, Ga., and during the summer of 
1865 he returned to B.C. Wherry, first teller of said bank at Richmond, 
the sum of $5,368 in gold. 

The difference between this sum and the sum taken away off the 2d 
of April, 1865, viz, $7,500, he accounted for by bills of expense in going 
to aud returning from Georgia, in taking care of the said gold and 
other property of said bank. That the affairs of the said branch bank 
have all been settled up and all assets paid over to G. W. Camp, cashier 
of the Exchange Bank of Virginia, at Norfolk, Va., the parent institu- 
tion. That of the $5,368, received from Mr. Miller after his return from 
Georgia, there was paid out by directors and cashier of said branch 
bank $3.751.48 for salaries to officers, incidental expenses, We., of said 
institution, leaving a balance of gold and silver coin of $1,616.52, which 
was paid over to Mr. Camp as aforesaid. That the foregoing embraces 
all the transactions, both on account of receipts and disbursements, 
during the months of March and April, 1865, and all transactions in 
coin or bullion since that time, excepting the receipt of the sum of 
$2,876.95, which said sum was paid to said bank some time between 
the Ist dav of October and the 27th day of November, 1865, by the 
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Farmers’ Bank and the Bank of Virginia, on account of moneys re- 
turned from Georgia by said banks, and which was a share of money 
deposited with representatives of said banks and the Exchange Bank 
by an officer of the commissary department of the so-called Government 
of the Confederate States to the credit of the said State of Virginia. 

In the matter of moving assets and property from Richmond to Geor- 
gia, in April, 1865, the Farmers’, the Exchange Bank of Virginia, at 
Richmond, and the Bank of Virgina, all co-operated—traveled by and 
in same trains and modes of conveyance, in the same direction and at 
same time; and when the gold belonging to the commissary department 
of the said so-called Confederate States was deposited with the officers 
of said banks, if was regarded as a deposit in all of them pro rata, or 
rather it was intended as a division of deposits. That he, the said W. 
P. Strother, attaches hereto, and marked A, alist of assets of the Branch 
Exchange Bank of Virginia at Richmond turned over to G. W. Camp, 
cashier of the Exchange Bank of Virginia, on the 12th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1866, upon final settlement and winding up of its branch bank 
at Richmond. 

The specie bond of State of Virginia ($25,000) mentioned in said 
statement, is the same bond taken from the State of Virginia for the 
$25,000 in gold loaned by his said bank to said State on the 25th day 
of March, 1865, and being the same gold loaned by the State of Vir- 
ginia to the so-called Confederate Government for use in supporting its 
armies as before stated. 

W. P. STROTHER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me at custom-house, Richmond, Va., 
April 18, 1866. 
JOHN 8S. LOOMIS, 
Assistant Special Agent United States Treasury Department, 
Richmond District, Virginia. 


A.—List of assets of the Branch Exchange Bank of Virginia, at Richmond, turned over to 
G. W. Camp, cashier, by W. P. Strother, cashier at Richmond, on 12th February, 1866. 


Confederate 8 per, cert. bonds. w.2 20 sch neu we wma aasecces $1, 436, 700 00 
Confederate 4 per cent, DONdS.5-..n6 sewew seis: Same wei cine 192,500 00 
Confederate 4 per cent. call loan..................-.---- 1,703,000 00 
— —— $3, 332, 200 00 
Confederate treasury Currency) «(occ cnc qeusteeen ceca ss teveesicasaes 377, 548 27 
Warginis coupon bonds. 22 oe oo. waa enw ain damned aiam epceeieean eee 50,000 00 
Specie bond of State of Virginia ...... ....20 2220 cone eee 25, 000 00 
TOSS TECOVErCd 11) GeOrlla, v2. cece wes meee ca ceecentmineen 2,876 95 
—_——- 22,123 05 
Bills and notes discounted in Confederate money. ...-..- 13, 403 57 
Bills payablein bank-notes 72... 0 7 cos... ic se cnetnener 3,725 63 
—_——— —. 17,129 20 
Notes of Alexandria brane... ~ (<< se ole sj<m x clmnic byela eins eee enclose 850 00 
Bank-notes received of Alexandria branch for their credit.........----. 308 25 
Coin: 
GOUG S i. si sinicn corel gee Raa ciotelt oe wine's nea ai enw 6 bw selec tee e 1, 200 00 
WODPOLS: osm ie ce nite ena cece asics ncite cme oe $14 84 
SG RSE SC Ach OSS GHA COS RBOCTSE Mem AE e 401 68 
416 52 
——_ —_ —. 1,616 52 
National currency, greenback. .......----- BOP Io Hor ba SAS 4, 355 20 
Baak lot sold to National Exchange Bank......-........ 15, 000 00 
$450 —$100.80 interest from 12th August to date, less taxes 
paid on panking-housd>. occ weaceues cess sae eearasce pees 349 20 
os —— 15, 349 20 
Two iron safes sold to National Exchange Bank.. .... ....-----++ #200 1,200 00 


Exoueuge Dank NOtes.;..... coccss vibactnaavuthunnicke nee ees eee seen 219 00 
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FRBRUARY 12, 1866. 


I have received the above sums from W. P. Strother, cashier of the Richmond 
branch. 
(Signed) G. W. CAMP, Cashier. 


Settled by order of the board at Norfolk. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 27, 1866. 


GENTLEMEN: In reply to your request for such information as [ might 
be in possession of relative to the loan of Site by the State of Virginia 
to the late Confederate Government, I havé the honor to say that late in 
March, 1865, I was directed, as chief of the produce loan office, by Mr. 
Trenholm, the secretary of the treasury, to give an order to the proper 
State authorities upon the produce loan agent either in Alabama or 
Mississippi, as they might select, for two millions of pounds of cotton, at 
15 cents per pound, in payment for three hundred thousand dollars in 
coin advanced to the treasury for the exclusive use of the commissary 
department. 

In obedience to this order I called upon Governor Smith and made an 
appointment with him for the arrangement of the business at my office, to 
which he repaired the next day, in company with Mr. Bennett, the auditor 
of accounts for the State. I then prepared an order for the quantity of 
cotton specified and delivered it to Governor Smith and took his receipt 
for the same. The order was signed, but left blank as to the name of 
the particular produce loan agent who was to make delivery of the cot- 
ton. The reason for this was that Governor Smith had not decided at 
what point he would receive the cotton. The transaction, however, was 
regarded as complete, and he was informed that the name could be filled 
in whenever he should designate the place he should elect to receive the 
cotton. The evacuation of Richmond took place a few days afterwards, 
and I have never heard of any subsequent proceedings in the matter. 

It was understood that the $300,000 in coin referred to above had 
been advanced to the State of Virginia by the banks of Richmond, in 
pursuance of an act of the legislature authorizing the same, for exclu- 
sive application to the purchase of commissary stores for the Confed- 
erate army. 

lam, very respectfully, : 
A. ROANE. 

Messrs. HUGHES, DENVER & PECK. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, City of Richmond: 


This day, before me, a uotary public in and for the city aforesaid, 
personally appeared Seth Barton French and made oath that he, at the 
instance of the commissary-general, appeared before the office of the 
various banks and made application for the loan of $300,000 in coin, 
more or less, for the use of the commissary department, which applica- 
tion was rejected by the officers of the banks represented at the said 
meeting, as stated by Mr. Macfarland in a letter addressed to him after 
adjournment of the banks, 

Farther than the above facts he knows nothing of the statements 
made in the letter of Messrs. Hughes, Denver & Peck, under date of 


H. Mis. 5——5 
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March 12, 1866, addressed to Hon. Hugh McCulloch, Secretary of the 
Treasury, a copy of which is before him. 
S. BARTON FRENCH. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 21st March, 1866. 
[SEAL. | EDWD. J. WARREN, 
Notary Public. 


[Int. rev. stamp. ] 


WASHINGTON, March 1, 1865. 

At the time of the evacuation of Richmond, on the night of the 2d of 
April, 1865, I was the corresponding clerk of the Confederate States 
treasury department, and left the city on the train with Mr. Davis and 
his cabinet. 

At Danville the specie belonging to the Confederate Government was 
in the custody and under the control of the treasurer (Mr. Hendren), 
and that of the Richmond banks was in a different train, and in charge 
of officers of the banks. The same was the case at Greensborough, 
i eal OR 

I was familiar with the affairs of the Confederate Government, es- 
pecially in the treasury department, and with the views and purposes 
of those having charge of its treasure, and at no time, so far as I ever 
heard, knew, or suspected, was there any pretense of claim, ownership, 
control over, or interest in the specie of the banks by Mr. Davis, the 
Confederate Government, or any Confederate officer. 

I make this statement at the request of John M. Speed, esq., presi- 
dent of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, at Lynchburg, for such uses as 
he may choose to make of it. 

J. ADAIR PLEASANTS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on the 12th day of March, 1866, at 
the city of Washington, D.C. 
[SEAL. | JAMES H. CAUSTER, 
Notary Public. 


John S. Rady, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that in the month 
of March, 1865, he was chief clerk in the treasurer’s office of the State 
of Virginia, and now holds the same position. My duties were to keep 
the accounts of the commonwealth proper. It devolved upon me to 
keep an account of the deposits of public money with the banks which 
were the depositaries of the State funds. These banks were the Bank of 
Virginia, Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, and Exchange Bank of Virginia. 
The annexed exhibit marked A is a true and correct transcript from 
the blotter in the treasurer’s office. The original entries were made by 
me. It shows the amounts of specie deposited by the State of Virginia 
in those banks at the times indicated. The two entries opposite to the 
word “disbursed,” one of $100,000 and one of $59,000, shows the 
amount of two warrants drawn in favor of John OC. Breckinridge, Con- 
federate secretary of war, against this specie fund. This $300,000 was 
loaned by the banks to the State as shown by the registers of notes, an 
extract of which is annexed to the deposition of Joseph Jackson and 
marked Exhibit B. 

The last line of Exhibit A shows the balance ip the respective banks 
which belonged to the State on the lst of April, 1865. 1 don’t know 
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what became of those balances. They appear on the books of the office 
to the credit of the State and not disposed of or accounted for. 

I have read Mr. Jackson’s statement as to the course of business when 
money was paid into the treasury. It is there correctly stated. 

A number of the treasurer’s receipts annexed to his deposition was 
signed by me. Those receipts could not have been issued from this office 
unless corresponding receipts had been given by the banks which were 
the public depositaries. Such receipts were given by the banks in these 
cases (I mean the $300,000: indicated on the register of notes) at the 
time of the evacuation. Many of the papers in this office were lost or 
destroyed ; among these were all the deposit-receipts for the month of 
March, 1865. At and for two or three weeks before the evacuation the 
State of Virginia had no other specie than this borrowed from the 
banks, as shown by the records of this office. 

JNO. 8. RADY. 


The foregoing certificate was duly sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 3d day of April, 1866. 
Given under my hand and seal. 
N. B.. SULTON, 
Notary Public. 


A. 


Specie account, March, 1865. 


Seer ' SS hn rmers’ Bs she 
Virginia treasury office. Bank of Virginia. | ¥# Virginian of Vienne 
March 24: 
Deposited by commonwealth of Virginia, in 
POA RILVOR OGM) <2 os eben en a sind oe $100, O00 es amarel | Skeke sh SwMlovn ato haasl is aeaes able ences 
Deposited by commonwealth of Virginia, in 
BLT e hye) SO Ce a= See ee es ee a ee, $34, 000 |........ 
Deposited by commonwealth of Virginia, in 
olttand pilvar coinmee. i. eneeeeren ek eee) acest a e-| Sonat ee ote cameos pad} OOD" ane se 
|__| $100, 000 | _——-——_|.......... ——-——| $59, 000 
Balances Monday, March 27, 1865 ..../.......... LOOP OUU hence « hen alen comin paca ce cer 59, 000 
IB ESE Meee cee aes ee er on tee cana s\sne aes ve se LOO OO Meee << nalitea race eect eee ae 59, 000 
Thursday, March 30. 1865: 
The commonwealth of Virginia, gold and 
PIIVED SON po we coh 's ance ea sh.c oe to ob mies <a BP QUU aie teases ene cnet cies aces asa |ace Pere, er: 
The Bank of Richmond, gold and silver coin. E000 HW eeemeesss Netae ee ce Abie es vieon |Namecee ne tae Sota 
The commonwealth of Virginia, gold and 
NOM OG snp cicets: Sin ee Rue sls we cin oe eel councils cam SL 25000 os 6 Snes sk cig sel nocoe ne 
The commonwealth of Virginia, gold and 
Biro DO Lee a faker os ba. chee cicclbe ade eu liane beawd-tectocacs -Klhacesbxek 21,000 |essveee 
———_— 9,000 |__| $12, 000 | --——|_ 21, 000 
Balances Friday, March 31, 1865......)........-. OD. OOO ws seam as 12,000) |x nus .ceupre 21, 000 
The commonwealth of Virginia, gold and 
BLOG CON) cys ans cheeses voane ei seeer ae awake Soap e Sekine a) MOLOO PEDO E Jai cc ite | ss moi eeetetereetere 
The Exchange Bank at Salem, gold and 
EOI E tera Sete sees oe ae case osc coed cas atta te|Naremeees A2| teense nucr|seacemees 19"500 See none 
The Exchange Bank at Abingdon, gold and 
RE OUI Teas etna Sanaie ao ae omic ans wean ms ee tee ates sans lacessaee es | cast caienae Ts, 000 tieeeer ae 
—_———__|..-.....-. ————| 100,000 |—--——_|_ 34, 500 
Balances Saturday, April 1, 1865 .....|.......... S000 t | bc se cee wae 112, 000 tee tees 55, 500 
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AN ACT authorizing a loan tothe commonweaith of three bundred thousand dollars 
in gold and silver coin by the several banks, and the application thereof to the use 
of the army of Northern Virginia. 

(Passed March 14, 1365.) 

Ist. Be it enacted by the general assembly, That the auditor of public 
accounts, acting under the direction and control of the governor, be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to borrow from the several 
banks of this commonwealth, in gold and silver coin, a sim of money 
not exceeding in the aggregate three hundred thousand dollars, and to 
pledge the faith of the commonwealth for the repayment of the same 
in like currency, or its equivalent, by proper certificates of indebted- 
ness to be issued to said banks respectively : Provided, however, That 
the time or times to be fixed for such repayment shall not be earlier 
than the termination of the present war, except at the option of the 
commonwealth. 

2d. As said money shall be received from time to time, the said 
auditor, acting in like manner under the direction and control of the 
governor, is hereby authorized to pay over the same, upon the footing of 
a loan to the Confederate States, either to the secretary of war or to the 
general-in-chief of the Confederate army, as the governor may deem most 
expedient, to be used exclusively for the purpose of procuring subsist- 
ence for the army of Northern Virginia: Provided, however, That be- 
fore paying over the same, it shall be the duty of the governor to obtain 
from the Confederate authorities the best securities they may have it in 
their power to offer, consistently with the public interests, by way of 
hypothecation or otherwise, in order to secure to this commonwealth 
the repayment in like currency orits equivalent the sums advanced 
under the provisions of this act. 

3d. Be it further enacted, That in determining the proportion of coin 
to the circulation of said banks, as required by existing laws, the loans 
to the commonwealth hereby authorized to be made by them shall be 
deemed and taken in all respects as so much coin in the possession and 
actually belonging to said banks respectively, so long as said loaus shall 
be continued. 

4th. This act shall be in force from its passage. 


Test: 
W. F. GORDEN, Jz., C. H. D. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
Richmond, March 28, 1865. 

Sir: The State of Virginia has advanced $300,000 in coin to the gov- 
ernment, for the use of the commissary department; and agrees, under 
the act of Congress of March 17, 1865, “to raise coin for the purpose of 
furnishing necessary supplies for the army,” to receive in absolute pay- 
ment of the same cotton at the rate of 15 cents per pound. 

You are hereby authorized to give an order to the fiscal officer of the 
State for 2,000,000 pounds of cotton in payment of the same, with the 
right to export the same free of all conditions, except the payment 
of $c. per pound. 

Your most obedient servant, 
G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of Treasury. 
A. ROANE, Esq., 
Chief Produce-Loan Bureau. 


(Copy from page 355, letter-book, treasury department, C. S. A.) 
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CASE AGREED. 


In the matter of certain coin now “on special deposit in the United 
States Treasury for safe-keeping,” and claimed by certain banks of Rich- 
mond, Va., the following facts have been agreed, which, with the writ- 
ten and printed arguments and exhibits filed herewith, are submitted 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, to enable him to decide the case, to wit: 

1. On the 14th March, 1865, the legislature of Virginia passed an act 
entitled “An act authorizing a loan to the commonwealth of three hun- 
dred thousand dollars, in gold and silver coin, by the several banks, and 
the application thereof to the use of the army of Northern Virginia.” 
This act is as follows: 


Ist. Be it enacted by the general assembly, That the auditor of public accounts, acting 
under the direction and control of the governor, be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
empowered to borrow from the several banks of this commonwealth, in gold and silver 
coin, a sum of money not exceeding in the aggregate three hundred thousand dollars, 
and to pledge the faith of the commonwealth for the repayment of the same, in like 
currency or its equivalent, by proper certificates of indebtedness to be issued to said 
banks respectively: Provided, however, That the time or times to be fixed for such re- 
payment shall not be earlier than the termination of the present war, except at the 
option of the commonwealth. 

2d. As said money shall be received from time to time, the said auditor, acting in 
like manner under the direction and control of the governor, is hereby authorized to 
pay over the same, upon the footing of a loan to the ‘Confederate States, either to the 
secretary of war or to the general-in-chief of the Confederate army, as the governor 
may deem most expedient, to be used exclusively for the purpose of procuring subsist- 
ence for the army of Northern Virginia: Pr ovided, however, That before paying over the 
same it shall be the duty of the governor to obtain from the Confederate authorities 
the best securities they may have it in their power to offer consistently with the pub- 
lic interests, by way of hypothecation or otherwise, in order to secure to this common- 
wealth the repayment, in like currency or its equivalent, the sums advanced under the 
provisious of this act: 

3d. Be it further enacted, That in determining the proportion of coin to the circula- 
tion of said banks, as required by existing laws, the loans to the commonwealth hereby 
authorized to be made by them shall be deemed and taken in all respects as so much 
coin in the possession and actually belonging to said banks respectively so long as 
said loans shall be continued. 

4th. This act shall be in force from its passage. 


A copy.—Test: 
W. F. GORDON, Jr., 
Clerk House Delegates. 


2. That the Confederate Government had applied previously to the 
banks for a loan of specie, which they refused because of certain legal 
difficulties, and because the security offered was not satisfactory. 

3. By authority of this act the following-named banks loaned to the 
State the sums mentioned below, about $100,000 of which, now on de- 
posit in the Treasury, forms the subject of the present claim of the 
banks, and each bank received from the State its bonds for the amounts 
so loaned, that is to say: 


PRE VARIN Rice aca bs cae de sGidee& oe gaedakius dn'adscewe sR dtics oe oe etaae - $100,000 
Exchange Bank, at Norfolk............--..-.---- PEE ee ee Rep Se 34, 000 
iixcnango Bank, WiCHMONG <n < oosvcwwscciccvcuevececs cee Lace oe staan Eee 25, 000 
Farmers’ Bank of VAD OUTLaeatc ce pec Sette ae eae sets cl ccee's sc casinanes ee 100, 000 
Bank of Commonwealth .-.....--- eee ee). orc na ane cde a Saaietrepens 21, 000 
furaners wanes... -25. 9/2. EL Te ees Bro on tale coe le ote eee 12, 000 
SS GRR Nitl Aa 8 ale Ses are meta eee iis 55 8, 000. 

300, 000 


Form of bond is shown in Exhibit A. 
The three banks now claiming the fund were public depositories of 
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the State, and the money was deposited with them as follows, to the 
credit of the State: 


Bea Oly V ROBE << pan ses Hd hwlaemansie d= Maen Peden ore pine $108, 000: 
Harmoers’ Bank vacic v0 <anecesp now oancanss sop ens peta tnt oneains seamen 112, 000 
PROnanes “DARKS. 5 ea'snn sbelene ven © wa ewe wees dere eed ore bee sae aes RP aee 80, 000 


4, That the secretary of the Confederate treasury directed Mr. Roane, 
chief of the produce-loan bureau, to deliver to the governor of the State 
an order for 2,000,000 pounds of cotton, which is as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, March 28, 1865. 
A. ROANE, Esq., Chief Produce-Loan Bureau: 


Sir: The State of Virginia has advanced $300,000 in coin to the government for the 
use of the commissary department, and agrees, under the act of congress of March 17, 
1865, “‘to raise coin for the purpose of furnishing necessary supplies for the army, to re- 
ceive in absolute payment of the same cotton at the rate of 15 cents per pound. 

You are hereby authorized to give an order to the fiscal officer of the State for 
2,000,000 pounds of cotton in payment of the same, with the right to export the same 
free of all conditions, except the paymeut of the duty of 4 per cent. per pound.” 


The order from Mr. Roane was given to the governor in blanks as to 
the particular agent to whom it was to be presented and the place where 
to be delivered. ‘This was done for the reason that the governor had not 
then decided whether he would receive the cotton in Mississippi or Ala- 
bama. The said blanks were never filled so far as is known, and no 
portion of said cotton ever came into the actual possession of the State 
or its agents. The Confederate Government then held some 200,000: 
bales in the said States, which the United States reduced into its pos- 
Session, so far as it was able to do so, at the close of the war; and the 
United States reduced to possession much more than 2,000,000 pounds. 
of said cotton. 

That the auditor of the State gave the secretary of war warrants om 
the banks for only $159,000. That the State auditor, in the latter part 
of March, 1865, delivered two warrants to the Confederate secretary of 
war, one for $100,000 on the Bank of Virginia, which was duly paid to 
Capt. John M. Strother, an officer of the Confederate commissary de- 
partment, on the 2d of April, with $80,000 in coin and $20,000 in a 
specie-check on Lynchburg. The other, for $59,000, on the Exchange 
Bank, was paid to said Strother with $25,000 in coin and $34,000 in a 
specie-check on Lynchburg. Such warrants being the only mode pro- 
vided by the statute law of Virginia of drawing money from the 
treasury. : 

The sum in the Farmers’ Bank, to wit, $112,000, to the credit of the 
State, was not drawn for by warrant, but by order of its president, on 
2d April, 1865 (just before the evacuation of Richmond), was handed 
over to Captain Strother, commissary of the Confederate army, who had 
authority from the secretary of war to receive the whole $300,000 from 
the State. This sum of $112,000 still stands on the books of the Farm- 
ers’ Bank to the credit of the State. Under this authority, Captain 
Strother received owly $271,000. Out of this sum he paid $25,000 before 
he left Richmond, leaving in his hands $246,000, of which B54, 000 were 
in checks drawn by the ‘Bank of Virginia and ‘the Exchange Bank on 
their branches at Lynchburg, which were never presented or paid, but 
subsequently destroyed. 

6. Captain Strother left Richmond on the 2d April, 1865, with this sum 
($246,000) under his control, in company with sundry ‘offivers of the 
banks, who had in charge between two and three hundred thousand 
dollars of coin belonging to the banks. The whole fund being together 
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in the same railway-ecar, but so marked as that each portion was distin- 
guishable from the other, each party in control and in charge of its own 
treasure. The fund was thus carried to Danville, and always kept sep- 
arate from the money and effects of the Confederate treasury depart- 
ment. At Danville, on the 8th of April, 1865, Captain Strother agreed 
with the banks’ officers that, in the event of his being cut off from Gen- 
eral Lee’s army, he would restore the remainder of the fund to them, to 
be credited on the bonds of the State which the banks held. 

7. That Captain Strother went from Danville to Washington, Ga., 
in company with the banks’ officers, carrying the whole funds in their 
possession, as before described, Strother having disbursed a part of 
that under his control for the uses named in the act, leaving in his hands 
a balance of $223,929.90, of which $54,000 were in checks, as already 
stated. On the 21st April, 1865, he paid this balance to the bank-offi- 
cers and took their receipt for it, as follows: 

In accordance with an agreement made on the 8th day of April, 1865, at Danville, 
Va., between John M. Strother, captain and acting commissary of subsistence Confed- 
erate States, and the Bank of Virginia, Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, and the Exchange 
Bank of Virginia, we acknowledge the receipt of $223,929.90 in coin and specie checks, 
which coin and specie checks, (less the loss, if any there should be, and expenses of 
transporting the same to Richmond, Va.), are to be credited by the said banks, in the 
proportion due to each, on the bonds of the State of Virginia given for a loan made 
to the State of Virginia, in accordance with an act of the legislature of Virginia of 
the 14th day of March, 1865; provided, the said coin and specie checks shall be deliv- 
ered in Richmond, Va. 


This payment was made by Captain Strother, on his own responsi- 
bility at the time, but he subsequently received an order which had 
been issued by General Breckenridge, Confederate secretary of war, 
previous to the payment requiring him to turn over the fund to the 
State of Virginia, or its authorized agents, and if no agents could be 
found, then to the bank officers and agents of the State. There was 
no statute authorizing the Confederate secretary of war or Captain 
Strother to take this action. 

8. That at the time of this payment, Washington, Ga., was not in the 

military occupation of the United States. 
_ 9. That from the time of this payment (21st April, 1865) the bank-of- 
ficers held the fund so paid to them (except the $54,000 in checks which 
were canceled by them), and also about $275,000 of other coin belong- 
ing to the banks, which had been continuously in their possession after 
leaving Richmond. 

10. That in the month of May, 1865, the banks at Richmond having 
obtained from General Patrick, in command of that department, a per-, 
mit to bring back their effects from Georgia, sent their agents to Wash- 
ington, Ga., forthem. (For permit see Exhibit Z.) These officers started 
back with all of said coin, amounting in the aggregate to about $450,000. 
Of this sum about $170,000 was of the fund received from Captain 
Strother, $54,000 in checks having been destroyed. 

Abouteighteen miles from Washington,Ga., they were robbed of $250,000 
in coin. Of this $105,000 were known to have been of the funds never 
in Strother’s possession; but that sum was lost by the Bank of Vir- 
ginia, and the remaining $145,000 had belonged to the Strother fund. 
About $200,000 not taken by the robbers was carried to Richmond by a 
portion of the bank-officers, 

On the day after the robbery the robbers restored to the bank-officers 
$111,000. Of this sum one bag, $9,000, was identified as the property 
of the banks, or one of them. The remainder was incapable of identi- 
fication. 
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After paying sundry expenses, the fund recovered was reduced to 
to about $100,000, subsequently delivered to General Steedman at 
Augusta, and now deposited i in the Treasury. 

11. That the fund recovered was taken back to Washington, 'Ga., 
placed in the possession of agents of the banks for safe-keeping, and re- 
mained there until the month of August, when it was removed by the offi- 
cers of the banks to Augusta, having a permit from General Terry, at 
Richmond, to bring the fund home, as follows: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, Va., July 8, 1865. 
To all officers of the United States Army: 

Whereas Messrs. J. H. Weisiger, James Miller, and M. L. Guerrant, loyal citizens 
residing in Richmond, and representing the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, Exchange Bank 
of Virginia, and the Bank of Virginia, are about to proceed to Georgia and, if neces- 
sary, adjacent States, for the purpose of recovering, if possible, a ‘balance of about 
$110,000 in specie, which was removed from Richmond upon its evacuation by the Con- 
federate forces (the lawful property of said banks, and not of the Confederate leaders 
or authorities), and which specie was violently taken from the agents of the said banks 
when they were returning to Richmond, under lawful authority, by certain unauthor- 
ized parties : 

These are therefore to commend the above-named gentlemen to all officers of the 
United States Army and al) others in authority, and to ask for them such assistance in 
recovering said specie as they may reasonably require, and also the usual facilities and 
protection in bringing the same to this place; and as some of the parties (unlawfully 
seizing the specie, under the supposition that it was Confederate and not private prop- 
erty) gave up what they could control, and are willing to aid in recovering the re- 
mainder, it is respectfully recommended that these persons be permitted unmolested 
to aid the gentlemen bearing this letter. 


ALFRED H. TERRY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


These officers also had a safe-conduct from General Steedman, in com- 
mand of the Department of Georgia, to remove the coin to Augusta. 
As to any further action by General Steedman reference is made to 
Exhibits B, C, D, KE, F, and G. 

12. That the fund was never abandoned; and, if captured at all, there 
was no such capture as precludes the decision of this case on its merits, 
irrespective of that question. If the question of capture be deemed ma- | 
terial, we refer to the exhibits filed herewith and historical facts con- 
nected with the case. 

From 21st April, 1865, to 23d August, 1865, the fund was in the pos- 
session of the officers and agents of the banks except when it was in the 
hands of the robbers in Georgia, and on sundry occasions since the sur- 

.render of General Johnston on 26th April, and since the President’s 
amnesty proclamation of 29th May, 1865, it has been recognized by the 
military authorities of the United States as the private property of the 
banks, and protected by them as such; but it does not appear that they 
investigated all the facts of the case. 

13. That the fund was brought to Washington City, under the order 
of the President, and placed ‘on special deposit” in the Treasury for 
safe-keeping until, in the language of the President’s order, the matter 
could be fully heard and the questions arising deliberately decided. 
(See the order of the President herewith filed—Exhibit H.) 

14. That the said coin thus on special deposit was never in the pos- 
session of the Confederate treasury department nor under the control 
of the officers of that department. 

15. The banks having asserted their claim to the coin by petition ad- 
dressed to the Secretary of the Treasury, it was resisted on the ground 
that it was captured property, and the matter was referred to the Attor- 
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ney-General of the United States, who gave an opinion shown in Exhibit 
I and berewith filed. 

The President thereupon made an order dated 2d of March, 1866, di- 
recting the restoration of the coin on certain conditions therein recited, 
herewith filed, marked Exhibit H. ,In pursyance of this order the Sece- 
retary of the Treasury directed the Treasurer to deliver the funds to 
the claimants upon their executing and filing a bond in the penalty of 

200,000, conditioned to indemnify the government on account of such 
payment, which bond, being prepared by the Solicitor of the Treasury, 
was duly executed and delivered. Before this order was complied with 
Messrs. Hughes, Denver & Peck, as special counsel for the Treasury 
Department, filed an information alleging that if an opportunity were 
afforded them they could prove that the coin claimed by the Richmond 
banks had been Confederate property, and thereupon the further exe- 
cution of the President’s order was suspended to await the production 
of the promised proof. 

16. It is agreed that the President’s amnesty proclamation of the 29th 
of May, 1865, as well as the more recent proclamation of the 20th day 
of August, 1866, are to be considered a part of this case. 

HUGHES, DENVER & PECK, 
Special Counsel. 
JNO. M. SPEED, 
A. B. MAGRUDER, 
Counsel for the Banks. 


Exhibits filed are these: 

A. Form of bond, commonwealth of Virginia to the banks, 

Nos. 1 and 2. The petitions of the claimants, 1st and 2d. 

Bb, C, D, E, F, and G. Telegrams from and to General Steedman, and 
his letter and statement before the Solicitor. 

H. Opinion of the Attorney-General United States. 

I. The order of the President of March 2, 1866. 

K and L. The President’s amnesty proclamation of 29th May, 1865, 
’ and that of 20th August, 1866. 
The written and printed arguments of the counsel on both sides. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
RICHMOND DISTRICT, 
Richmond, Va., May 1, 1866. 

Sir: In compliance with your letter of 9th and the letter of Messrs. 
Hughes, Denver & Peck, attorneys, &c., of 6th of April last, accom- 
panying same, I have made examination of a part of the officers and 
the books and papers and packages containing coin, &e., of the Ex- 
change, the Farmers’, and the Bank of Virginia, at Richmond. 

On the 28th of April, I forwarded you the sworn statement of Mr. W. 
P. Strother, late cashier of the Exchange Bank of Virginia, which was 
to the effect— 

“That the Exchange Bank of Virginia had in its vaults at Richmond 
on the 28th day of March, 1865, in gold and silver coin, the sum of 
$32,500, all American gold and silver coin.” 

That on the 25th March, 1865, said bank loaned to the State of Vir- 
ginia $25,000, all in gold coin, which was effected by the State in pur- 
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suance of an act of the general assembly of Virginia of 14th March, 1865, 
which was for the purpose of providing ways and means for subsisting 
the armies of the Confederate States (then engaged in active rebellion 
against the United States), and then under command of General R. EH. 
Lee in Virginia. 

It also appears, from the sworn statement of Mr. Strother, that for 
the coin so loaned the said bank received a specie-bond of the State of 
Virginia for $25,000, and that the $25,000 was all paid out of said bank 
upon the order of the treasurer of the State of Virgima to Capt. John 
M. Strother, an officer of the commissary department of the late so- 

called Confederate States army. 

That, after deducting this amount from the $32,500, the said bank had 
left on hand on the 2d day of April, 1865, $7,500 in coin, which on that 
day was sent away from Richmond (upon evacuation of said city by the 
Confederate army), together with most of the currency and other prop- 
erty of the bank, and that in June, 1865, the said bank received back 
from Georgia $5,368; the difference between that and the sum sent 
away ($7,500) having been paid out for expenses, We. 

Of the $5,368, $3,751.48 was paid out subsequently for salaries of 
officers and.other incidental expenses, leaving a balance of $1,616.52, 
which was paid over to the cashier of the Exchange Bank at Norfolk, 
Va., and the business of the said branch Exchange Bank at Richmond 
closed. 

1 now have the honor to transmit herewith the sworn statements of— 

Ist. Mr. John M. Goddin, cashier of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia; 

2d. Mr. Lysander W. Rose, late paying-teller of the Farmers’ Bank of 
Virginia ; 

od. Mr. W. R. Quarles, late general bookkeeper of the Farmers’ Bank 
of Virginia; and, 

4th. Mr. James Caskie, president of the Bank of Virginia. 

Mr. Goddin’s statement is to the effect that the Farmers’ Bank of Vir- 
ginia, at Richmond, had twelve branch banks at different points in Vir- 
ginia; that there was lodged in said bank at Richmond, of its own, and 
coin of the said branch banks (and one other bank), in the latter part 
of March, 1865, $185,958; $12,000 of which had been specially depos- 
ited by the Traders’ Bank at Richmond to the credit of the State of 
Virginia. 

That out of the funds of said Farmers’ Bank and branches the said 
Farmers’ Bank at Richmond loaned to the State of Virginia, on the 23d 
day of March, 1865, $100,000, nearly or quite all gold coin. 

The bank received for said coin a specie-bond of the State of Virginia 
for $100,000, dated the 30th day of March, 1865, which bond is still 
held by the said bank. A full copy of the said bond was furnished by 
Mr. Goddin, and forms page 6 of his statement. The $100,000 so loaned, 
Mr. Goddin, the cashier, says, was counted out of his vault for the State, 
and that he turned it over to the paying-teller, and directed the receiv- 
ing-teller of said bank to place it to the credit of the State of Virginia 
on the books of the bank. 

That, as appears from the original receipts taken therefor, the $100,000 
so loaned and the $12,000 deposited by the Traders’ Bank was paid out 
of said Farmers’ Bank to Capt. John M. Strother, assistant commissary 
of subsistence of the Confederate armies. From the said original re- 
ceipts (still held by the bank as evidence of payment and as the prop- 
erty of said bank) Mr. Goddin furnished exact copies. (See pages 7 
and 9 of his statement.) 

At this period in the examination the point was raised by the officers 
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of the bank that the money was not paid out on presentation of a war- 
rant or check of the State treasurer, as was, it is claimed, the usual 
custom; but the cashier says he was directed by Mr. Macfarland, the 
president of the bank, to pay the money, so loaned, to General St. John, 
commissary-general of the Confederate States, and the employés who 
participated in paying out the money to General St. John’s agent claim 
justification for paying out the money on ground of orders and sanction 
of the president of the bank, who was present in the bank when it was 
done; and all that they say on that subject goes to prove that the 
waiver of compliance with the strict rules or custom of receiving into 
or paying out funds from the bank was occasioned by the very hasty 
call made by.the rebel commissary department for the coin, and which 
call was made immediately following the receipt by Jefferson Davis of 
a telegram from General Lee that it would be necessary to evacuate 
Richmond on the evening of that day. Davis received the dispatch in 
church in the forenoon, and the rebel cabinet, and a part of the officers 
of said banks and the rebel treasury, hastily “‘ skedaddled” from Rich- 
mond that evening. The rebel army also evacuated Richmond in a 
similarly unexpected and hurried manner at the same time. 

The one hundred thousand dollar specie-bond taken by the Farmers’ 
Bank from the State of Virginia was taken away from Richmond at the 
time of the evacuation, and is described on the invoice of assets of said 
bank so moved away. A full copy of said invoice is embodied in the 
statement of Mr. Strother, and it also describes the receipts (as a part of 
the property of the bank) which were given by Captain Strother, assist- 
ant commissary of subsistence, &c., April 2, 1865, for and when he 
received from said bank the $112,000 in coin. In said receipts he 
recites the coin as the same which had been deposited in said bank ** by 
the State of Virginia to the credit of the subsistence department.” 

All the boxes and packages containing coin and other property of the 
Farmers’ Bank, with the exception of two which contained bank-note 
impressions, papers, &c. (and which were intentionally destroyed), were 
returned to Richmond to said bank in June, 1865. In the packages so 
returned there was $76,117.54 coin, which belonged to different banks in 
Virginia, all described, and the particular sum belonging to each is stated 
by Mr. (Cashier) Strother. Of this sum the Farmer’ Bank at Richmond 
owned and received $10,014.44, the amount of its cash balance 2d April, 
1865, after the loan and payment out of said bank of the $100,000 coin 
to the State, and none of the said $76,117.54 formed any part of said 
loan. 

There is appended to Mr. Goddin’s affidavit a “statement of transac- 
tions in coin” of said Farmers’ Bank from July 8, 1865, to 30th April, 
1866, which, with accounts given in his affidavit, covers all receipts and 
disbursements of coin by said bank subsequent to April, 1865. 

The statement of Mr. Lysander Rose, paying-teller of the Farmers’ 
Bank, also proves the $112,000 loaned by said bank and the Traders’ 
Bank, and passed to the credit of the State upon books of said Farmers’ 
Bank, were paid out of said bank to Capt. John M. Strother assistant 
commissary of subsistence of the Confederate army, on the 2d of April, 
1865. That he was in the bank when it was paid to Strother, and that 
the hurried manner in which business was transacted in the bank that 
afternoon was caused by the sudden evacuation of Richmond by the 
cabinet and officers and armies of the Confederate Government; but he 
says that ‘‘all that was done in the payment of said money was either 
upon the express order or directions of the officers of the bank.” He 
says the evidence held by the bank that the money was paid to Strother 
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is the two receipts given the bank by Strother, which are copied at 
length from the original in and made a part of his statement. 

By the statement of Mr. W. R. Quarles it is proved that he was sent 
for on Sunday, 2d April, 1865, by Mr. Macfarland, president of the 
Farmers’ Bank. Arrived at his house about twelve o’clock noon. Was 
informed about receipt of the dispatch from General Lee to Jeff. Davis, 
and of probable necessity for speedy evacuation of Richmond, and that 
upon that intelligence Mr. Macfarland determined that the bank should 
evacuate also. That under Mr. Macfarland’s directions they proceeded 
to the bank at once and opened the same, and paid out to special de- 
positors coin, packages, &c., and others who drew checks against bal- 
ances, Confederate currency, &e. 

That some time after they thus commenced business Capt. John M. 
Strother, assistant commissary of subsistence of the Confederate States, 
came to the bank, and that there was paid out to him the $112,000 of 
coin loaned by the said bank,and the Traders’ Bauk of Richmond to the 
State of Virginia; the coin was in several specie-boxes ; and that Cap- 
tain Strother took them away from the bank on his wagon between three 
and five o’clock of said day (2d April, 1865). That after he (Captain 
Strother) left, the bank continued to do business for some time, and 
finally packed up balance of coin left and the packages described in the 
invoice embodied in Mr. Goddin’s statement, and he saw them all placed 
on another wagon in front of the said bank. That in moving effects of 
the bank he went as the agent of the same, and in the same car there 
was also several Confederate officers in charge of property, among them 
the said Captain Strother with the coin in his possession. That he kept 
his bank property described in the invoice separate from all other prop- 
erty, and that he was not responsible for and took no care of the coin 
or other property moved by Captain Strother. That Captain Strother 
paid out coin out of said boxes at Danville, Va., to Major McClish, 
another officer of the Confederate commissary department. 

Mr. Speed, the attorney for the banks, here questioned this witness 
about an arrangement supposed to have been made by Captain Strother 
to pay back to the banks any balances of coin which he could not suc- 
ceed in paying out for subsistence of General Lee’s army, but Mr. 
(Quarles had no personal knowledge of any such arrangement. 

The statement of Mr. James Caskie, president of the Bank of Vir- 
ginia, shows that in March, 1865, said bank and branches held rather 
over $390,000 coin. 


im vault ot. bank at Richmond......<...see-me irc ee a .. $160, 000 
In vault of bank at Danville.-.....-....:. Res see xa ceee es - 100, 000 
In’vault-or bank at Lynchburg: ... 2... asa e eae enn eee 130, 000 


(See statements A and B, attached to his affidavit.) 


That on 23rd of March, 1865, the board of directors ‘ agreed” to 
loan (upon application of the auditor of Virginia, acting under direc- 
tion of the governor) to the said State $100,000 in coin, under the 
act of the General Assembly of Virginia, March 14, 1865, providing for 
a loan by the State to the Confederate States of $300,000, in coin, under 
act of Confederate States Congress approved March 17, 1865. A copy 
of the resolution of the board of directors of said bank is taken from 
the original record, now in possession of said bank, and is a part of Mr. 
Caskie’s statement. 

The $100,000 so loaned on the 23d of March was passed to the credit 
of the State of Virginia on the books of said bauk on the 24th of March, 
1865. 
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Mr. Caskie says he was informed that the warrant of the State had 
been drawn and presented, and that the holder thereof, Capt. John M.. 
Strother, assistant commissary of subsistence of the Confederate States, 
desired a coin-check on Lynchburg for $20,000, and that he directed it 
to be issued to holder of said warrant, and that $80,000 in coin be 
packed up and ready for delivery to the holder of the State treasurer’s 
check, and held ready for delivery without delay when he should eall 
for it; and that be believes it was done. He says he has heard the said’ 
State warrant was lost or destroyed along with other property of the 
bank in Georgia after being given up to the bank officers by Captain 
Strother. 

A full copy of the specie-bond given by the State of Virginia to said 
bank for the $100,000 so loaned is given as a part of Mr. Caskie’s state- 
ment from the original still held by the bank; Mr. Caskie says that he 
‘¢ considered the bond as in fact void and canceled, the coin not actually 
having been paid the State, and it having become evident that the 
money could not be used for the purpose for which it was borrowed by 
the State. (And) had the matter been consummated as was intended 
when the credit was given to the State, on the 24th of March, the amount 
would have been apportioned to the bank and its branches, and sepa- 
rate bonds taken for each. 

As Mr. Caskie did not have the handling of the coin, and would not 
have been applied to (for it) by the person holding the check of the State, 
he cannot testify from personal knowledge about the actwal payment to 
Captain Strother. So far, however, as he could act, he gave such diree- 
tions as left no restraint to the payment when a check or warrant should 
be presented to the paying-teller. 

Mr. R. H. Battle was the teller of the bank, and Mr. Richard Denny 
was the assistant cashier, and perhaps the only person, except Captain 
Strother, who can testify definitely about payment of the money to 
Strother. Both these gentlemen were absent from Richmond, and f 
would respectfully suggest that their evidence be taken if there is any 
doubt entertained on the point of payment of the $100,000 to Strother. 

The plea about the separate bonds is exploded by the fact that they 
took and still hold for the bank and its branches one bond for the whole: 
amount ($100,000), and that other excuse, viz, “that the money could 
not be used for the purpose for which it is borrowed” (subsisting the 
rebel army of Northern Virginia), is answered by the fact that the rebel 
commissary department could not use it all because the rebel armies 
were forced to abandon Richmond and Virginia by the armies of the 
United States, and there is no saving clause in the rebel law (appropri- 
ating or providing for loan of this money) for repayment of the same 
by disbursing-officers of the rebel army to the banks if they failed to 
pay it out as designed or if they were captured. 

In regard to Mr. Caskie’s special protest, ‘that the loan was not con- 
summated,” and of the technical doubts raised by Mr. Macfarland about 
the accurate issue and exchange of checks and the absolute handing 
over of the coin to the rebel commissary department, it is respectfully 
reported that all the witnesses, under strict examination of the attor- 
neys for the banks, affirm a close and fixed determination on the part 
of the bank to carry out and consummate the loan perfectly. It also 
appears that the rebel war department first applied direct to the banks 
to effect the loan upon security held by said rebel war department in 
the shape of cotton; and in answer to my interrogatory on that subject 
Mr. Macfarland answered, “that the loan was not taken from the Con- 
federate Government, not because of any want of sympathy on the part 
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of said bank officers in the cause, but because of certain provisions in 
the banking laws of Virginia which created a legal objection, and it 
therefore became necessary for the loan to be negotiated through the 
State. It is also reported in this connection that the State government 
referred to as negotiating this loan for the rebel war department is the 
State government of Virginia, involved in denial of the national authority, 
and which aided and prominently abetted the late rebellion against the 
Government of the United States, and that any failure of the said State 
officers and the officers of said banks to strictly comply with the usual 
legal formulas in banking business and the formal receiving and receipt- 
ing for the money by the officers of the rebel war department who actu- 
ally obtained control of all the coin resulted entirely from the military 
necessity of evacuating Richmond before all the customary forms of 
drawing checks and receipts could be accomplished. 

The rebel commissary department received the coin and commenced 
disbursing it, and the evidence herewith transmitted and information 
otherwise obtained proves that it would all have been paid out in the 
cause of the rebellion if General Grant had not pressed Lee so promptly 
and compelled the surrender of the said rebel armies in April, 1865, and 
the consequent destruction of said rebel cabinet as the organized and 
controlling head of the said pretended government and rebel armies, 
and leaves no other conclusion than that the coin in question is captured 
property, and as such should have been surrendered to the government 
at the time of surrender of the rebel armies, and especially by Captain 
Strother before taking the oath of allegiance to the Government of the 
United States, and before, with his consent and the connivance of said 
banks, it was run off to Georgia. 

In evidence elsewhere submitted to the department, it appears that 
Captain Strother deposited with said banks in the retreat from Rich- 
mond, and after the surrender of Lee’s rebel army, coin held by him to 
over the sum of $200,000. Of this amount the respective banks now 
hold or are’ responsible for (as shown by their sworn statements) the 
sums designated opposite the name of each bank, as follows: 


PEMD MXeuUN EC DOANE OL> VIN PIT Voss as &- sles sebcUaevaehs ches ah meee wees $2, 876 95 
The Parmers’(Bankrof Vitginia.. nw... css scien ee chet ce ccow vatctesseteeee 11,507 80 
The, Bank of Virginia;.Aoct. . ss). -tanteaca <Sesb oid deb detsseisad te aacesees 9,206 25 

MMA as 5 apehem Sars ats Skimmers engi = los wk BIR ole ee mie me meanness ata eee 


The balance, it is alleged, was stolen by robbers in Georgia, or may 
be in possession of the government. It is shown by all the statements 
taken that neither of the said banks owned: or held any bullion or gold 
or silver ore or metals. All the gold and silver they held was in coin. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN 8S. LOOMIS, 
Assistant Special Agent. 
Hon. HuGH McCuULLOCH, 
Secretary of the Lreasury, Washington City, D. C. 


TREASURY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, May 29, 1872. 
My Dear Sir: Your letter of the 24th instant, with the inclosures 
as therein stated, has been received. 
The latter, as requested by you, are herewith returned. I have caused 
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copies to be made of all the papers and records in regard to the coin 
and bullion that was captured at Augusta, Ga., in April, 1865, that 
were found in this office. These marked from A to H, with a descrip- 
tive schedule thereof, are herewith inclosed. 

This coin and bullion, the latter having since been coined, was orig- 
inally left in my custody for safe-keeping, as a special deposit, some 
time in the spring of 1865. It was brought from Georgia by a elerk 
then in this office, who was detailed for the purpose, at the request of 
the Secretaries of the Treasury and of War. Sometime in February or 
early in March, 1866, this deposit was claimed as belonging to Virginia 
banks by parties from Richmond, and afterward by other parties {rom 
New Orleans, as being private property belonging to them. 

The late cashier of this office, Mr. Middleton, and others, as well as 
myself, recollect that an order came down from the then Secretary of 
the Treasury, directing that this treasure be shown to the parties from 
Richmond to enable them to identify the same, or at least to enable 
them to decide whether it consisted of coin like that alleged by them to 
have been taken from their banks by the rebel government. This order 
I declined to obey, insisting that persons claiming ownership to prop- 
erty Should be able to describe before seeing it. Our recollection that 
this order was withdrawn is confirmed by the fact that it nor any record 
thereof can now be found in this office. The parties making the claim 
of ownersbip to it were unable to give a description of the coin, or at 
least declined to do so. 

On Mareh 8, 1866 (vide paper marked A) there was issned an order to 
me, by the Secretary of the Treasury, acting for the then President, on 
the statement of the then Solicitor of the Treasury, certifying that it 
belonged to them, to restore this then special deposit to the representa- 
tives of certain Richmond banks therein named. This order, after con- 
sultation with the then Secretary of War, I declined to execute. 

As I saw a strong disposition by those then in authority to surrender 
this captured treasure to some one, I advised that the bullion be coined, 
and that the whole amount of the money be covered by warrant into 
the Treasury, so that nothing short of an act of Congress could author- 
ize its disposal. 

The then Secretary of the Treasury agreed that the bullion should be 
coined, but directed that the whole amount should then be held subject 
to his further instructions, and directed me to furnish him with a de- 
scriptive list of the deposit. (See copy of his letter, marked D.) The 
correspondence between this office and the Director of the Mint, relat- 
ing to the character of the silver bars and their probable origin, are 
marked respectively C, E, and E 2. . 

The descriptive list was furnished the then Secretary of the Treasury. 
Vide Exhibit F. 

It is believed that an inspection of the copy of the letter of Mr. Eek- 
feldt, the assayer of the Mint, will satisfy any one that the silver bul- 
lion never belonged to a bank, and especially not to the banks that lay 
claim to it; if it had, they would from its peculiarity have been able to 
have given a description of it when by me requested so to do. From 
that time till now I have heard nothing of this claim, and I had sup- 
posed that it had been finally settled and disposed of. Exhibit H is-a 
copy of my letter to Mr. McCulloch, then the Secretary of the Treasury, 
inclosing my certificate of deposit for $95,264.37, being the cash value 
of this captured property in coin, asking that the amount be covered 
into the Treasury by warrant. This was done, and the money so re- 
mains in the Treasury subject to the order of Congress. 
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I desire to call particular attention to a copy of my letter to the See- 
retary of the Treasury, dated April 16, 1867, marked G. The informa- 
tion therein stated in regard to the transfer of funds amounting to 
$15,000, by order of the secretary of the treasury of the so-called Con- 
federate States, from Anderson, 8S. C., to Augusta, Ga., on the day 
before the surrender of Lee’s army of Northern Virginia, has great sig- 
nificance. The book in which these entries were made was exhibited to 
me by Capt. Frank Armin, who was then revenue inspector for the 
third district of South Carolina, and who has since, I believe, been a 
member of the legislature of that State, and whose testimony can no 
doubt be procured. 

For the reasons mentioned in former letters, and those herein stated, 
I have become entirely satisfied that, however much money the Rich- 
mond banks may have been despoiled of by the late rebel government, 
the coin and bullion captured in Georgia was no part of it; and I ven- 
ture the opinion that even if it had at some time belonged to the banks 
now Claiming it, which, in my opinion, is scarcely probable, the owner- 
ship had passed from them, and that, at the time of its capture, it be- 
longed to the so-called Confederate States, and that it became and now 
is a lawful prize, and that the remedy of the Richmond banks, if they 
have any, is against their late government and not against that of the 
United States. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
? F. E. SPINNER, 
Treasurer of the United States. 
Hon. G. 8S. BOUTWELL, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C. 


Ia the circuit court of the United States for the eastern district of Vir- 
ginia. 


RicHMoOND, Friday, March 17, 1871. 


S. O. McILWAINE, COMPLAINANT, ? 
against | ‘ 
{ i 
SAUNDERS & TARDY, RECEIVERS, S&C., DE- piece 
fendants. 
* * Me x * % ms 


And it further appearing to the court that the interest of the credit- 
ors of the Bank of Virginia is to have a settlement of its affairs without 
further delay, and that there is a general desire among them to have 
such settlement, it is further ordered and decreed that the said D. J. 
Saunders and 8. C. Tardy, receivers, &c., after ninety days’ advertise- 
ment of the time, place, and terms of sale in the Daily State Journal, 
and in one or more of the newspapers published in the city of Rich- 
mond, and one or more of the newspapers published in Norfolk, Peters- 
burg, Lynchburg, and Fredericksburg, and, if they deem it impor- 
tant, in newspapers published elsewhere, do proceed without delay to. 
sell at public auction, at the court-house door of the United States court 
in the city of Richmond, all the biils receivable, judgments, debts, and 
other effects and property of the said Bank of Virginia whatsoever and 
wheresoever. And they are ordered without delay to cause to be made 
and printed a full and careful deseriptive-list of all the said effects and 
property, and hold the same open to the public inspection, and cause: 


Sey ° 
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250 copies thereof to be printed and distributed, and to advertise that 
it is so open for inspection and distribution. 

The court doth further order that the terms of the said sale shall be 
for cash, there appearing to be no real estate, and that from any cred- 
itor whose claims have been allowed in the said report of special master 
W. H. Barry, and the master’s reports in this cause heretofore rendered 
and confirmed, and from the said Thomas D. Toy and W. B. Randolph, 
whose claims are allowed herein, the receivers Saunders & Tardy shall 
accept as cash the entire balance due to said creditors on such claim 
after deducting all payments on the same made before such sale. And 
the court doth further order that, ten days before the said sale is made, 
the receivers, Saunders & Tardy, make distribution pro rata among 
the creditors aforesaid whose claims have been allowed against the said 
bank, of the money then in their hands for distribution, and after the 
said sale that they distribute the proceeds thereof as aforesaid, after de- 
ducting the expenses of the same and their commissions at the rate 
heretofore allowed them, subject to the future order of the court, and 
that immediately after the said sale and distribution that they report 
their proceedings to this court. 

HUGH L. BOND. 

A true copy—Teste: 

M, F. PLEASANTS, Clerk. 


In the circuit court of the United States for the eastern district of 
Virginia. 
RicHMonD, Thursday, April 13, 1871. 


WILLIAM BAYNE ET ALS. 
against 
THE PRESIDENT, DIRECTORS AND COMPANY 
of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia. 


> Equity. 


This cause came on this day to be further heard upon the papers for- 
merly read, and it appearing to the court that it is to the interest and 
the wish of the creditors of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia to have a final 
settlement of its affairs without further delay, it is hereby adjudged, 
ordered, and decreed that David J. Saunders, receiver of the said Farm- 
ers’ Bank, after advertising the time, place and terms of sale in the 
State Journal, and one other newspaper published in Richmond, for 
sixty days, and in some newspaper published in Norfolk, Danville, Alex- 
andria, and Winchester, do proceed to sell without delay, at public auc- 
tion, at the front door of the custom house, in the city of Richmond, on 
Bank street, all of the bills receivable, judgments, and other effects of 
said bank, whatever or wherever they may be. 

And the receiver is hereby directed to reserve from said assets and to 
retain in his hands for collection assets sufficient in his judgment to pay 
all commissions, attorneys’, clerk’s, and marshal’s fees, and all other 
costs and charges with which the fund is chargeable, and to report the 
amount of assets so retained, together with his proceedings hereunder to 
the court. 

JOHN C. UNDERWOOD, 
District Judge. 
APRIL 13, 1871. 


A true copy—Teste: 


M. F. PLEASANTS, Clerk. 
H. Mis, 5—--6 
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In pursuance of a decree of the circuit court of the United States for 
the eastern district of Virginia, rendered on the 13th day of April, 
1871, in the suit of Wm. Bayne et al. against the president, directors, 
and company of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, equity, the undersigned 
stockbrokers, and having the right under their license as such to sell at 
public auction, did sell to W. B. Isaacs & Co., on the 22d day of June, 
1871, the claim against the United States Government for the coin taken 
by the government from said bank in Augusta, Ga., in 1865. 

Given under our hand at Richmond, Va., this the 10th day of March, 
1876. 

DAVENPORT & CO. 
STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

I, Jno. H. Hampton, a notary public in and for the city aforesaid, do 
certify that C. E. Wortham, one of the firm of Davenport & Co., whose 
signature is to the foregoing, and acknowledged the same to be his 
act and deed. 

Given under my band and seal at Richmond, Va., this 10th day of 
March, 1876. 

[SEAL. | J NO H. HAMPTON, Notary Public. 


This is to certify that, acting under a decree of the circuit court of the 
United States in the case of 8. C. Mellwaine against us as receivers of 
the Bank of Virginia, rendered on the 17th day of March, 1871, and 
since, and in pursuance of the authority thereby conferred on us, we 
hereby assign to Messrs. Wm. B. Isaacs & Co. the claim vs. United 
States Government for gold seized in the hands of the officers of the 
bank, in the State of Georgia, in 1865, and since covered into the 
Treasury of the United States, who purchased the same at the sale of 
the effects of the said bank on the 29th day of June, 1871, all our right 
and title as receiver of said bank. 

oO. OA Tae. 
Surv. Receiver of the Bank of Virginia. 
STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

This day personally appeared before me, a notary public in and for 
the city aforesaid, 8S. C. Tardy, and acknowledged the above before me, 
in my city aforesaid. 

Given under my hand at Richmond, Va., this 27th day of January, 
1876. 

[SEAL. | - JNO. H. HAMPTON, 

Notary Public. 
STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
City of Richmond, ss: 

Be it known that on this, the 16th day of March, 1876, personally 
appeared before me, John H. Hampton, a notary public in and for the 
city aforesaid, Wm. G. Taylor, a member of the firm of W. B. Isaacs & 
Co., of the said city, and made oath that under the provision of a 
decree of the United States court of the eastern district of Virginia, 
made on the 13th day of April, 1871, in the case of Wm. Bayne et als. 
against the president, directors, and company of the Farmers’ Bank of 
Virginia, equity, he became the purchaser for and in behalf of his said 
firm, of all the right, title, and interest of said bank in and to a claim 
a gainst the United States Government for certain coin and bullion taken 
possession of by said government in Augusta, Ga., in 1865; and he 
further made oath that as a member of the firm aforesaid, and for and 
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in behalf of his said firm, that under a decree of the said court, made 
on the 17th day of March, 1871, in the case of S. O. McIlwaine, com. 
plainant, against Saunders & Tardy, receivers, &c., defendants, in equity, 
he became the purchaser of all the right, title, and interest of the said 
bank in and toa claim of said bank against the Government of the 
United States, for certain coin and bullion taken possession of by said 
government in Augusta, Ga., in 1865; and he further made oath that 
in and by virtue of said purchases, that of the Farmers’ Bank on the 
22d day of June, 1871, and that of the Bank of Virginia on the 29th 
day of June, 1871, the said firm of W. B. Isaacs & Co. then became, 
and have ever since been, and are now the legal owners and proprietors 
of the said claims. 

Given under my hand and seal at Richmond, Va., this 16th day of 
March, 1876. 

[SEAL. ] JNO. H. HAMPTON, 

Notary Public. 


APPENDIX. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, May 16, 1872. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 12th ultimo, in relation to the claim of certain banks in Richmond, 
Va., for the return of certain gold coin alleged to be the property of 
said banks and to be now inthe Treasury of the United States. 

The papers in the case, which are voluminous, have been recently re- 
turned to this department from the office of the Attorney-General, to 
whom they were referred when the matter was before the department 
for investigation in 1866. 

I have directed a careful examination to be made of such papers and 
of all other information in the department bearing on the subject of 
the capture and disposition of the coin in question and its true owner- 
ship. 

The result of the examination will be communicated to you as soon 
as possible. 

Very respectfully, 
GEO. S. BOUTWELL, 
Secretary. 
Hon. T. O. How8, 
United States Senate. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, May 51, 1872. 

Str: I had the honor, on May 16 instant, to reply, in part, to your 
letter of April 12 last, relative to the petition of David J. Saunders et 
al. on behalf of certain banks in Richmond, Va. 

In further reply, I inclose official copies of fifty original papers now 
in this department, filed in connection with a claim made by certain 
banks in Richmond for the return of a sum of gold and silver coin; 
which claim was never finally acted upon or decided by the Secretary. 
Said papers are believed to comprise all the essential evidence filed in 
support of, and in opposition to, said claim in the office of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

I desire further to say that I have requested the Treasurer of the 
United States to send me any evidence, documentary or otherwise, 
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which may be in his possession or within his knowledge relative to this 
claim. His reply, when received, will be transmitted to me. Until 
furnished, you will regard my answer to your letter of April 12 as in- 
complete. 

Very respectfally, 

GEO. 8. BOUTWELL, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. T. O. HowE8, 
United States Senate. 


WASHINGTON, April 4, 1872. 
DEAR Sir: If you desire any explanation or any additional evidence 
is necessary in the Virginia Bank claim, I would be glad if you would 
give me an opportunity of coming before you or filing the same before 
you make your report to the committee. 
Yours, very respectfully, 
WM. G. TAYLOR. 
Address : 
(Care of Isaacs, Taylor & Williams, Richmond, Va.) 


Hon. T. O. Howe. 


Isaacs, TAYLOR & WILLIAMS, 
CORNER OF MAIN AND THIRTEENTH STREETS, 
Richmond, Va., April 7, 1874. 


DEAR Sie: Referring to the last interview with which you favored me 
relative to the gold claim of the Bank of Virginia and Farmers’ Bank of 
Virginia, now pending before your committee, I would respectfully re- 
quest that you suspend any report during the present session of Con- 
gress. Iam advised to this course by my friends in both houses in con- 
sequence of the sentiment of economy which, it is said, prevail in them. 
In my opinion the justice and equity of the claims can hardly be im- 
peached. 

I am, dear sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. TAYLOR, 
Of firm of Wm. B. Isaacs & Co. 

Hon. GEo. 8S. BOUTWELL, 

Washington. 


WILLARD’S HOTEL, 
Washington, D. O., January 17, 1874. 
DEAR Sir: Since seeing you I find that I can obtain additional evi- 
dence and facts which I desire to lay before you for your consideration 
previous to any action on your part in the matter of the claim for the 
gold seized by United States authorities of certain Richmond banks. I 
therefore respectfully ask the favor of you to defer any action in the 
matter forthe present. I would be glad to have the privilege of appearing 
before the committee when you are prepared to report, and will do 
myself the pleasure to call on you the latter part of next week to know 
if it will be agreeable, &c. 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. G. TAYLOR, 
Of the firm of Wm. B. Isaacs & Oo. 
Hon. GEo. 8S. BOUTWELL, U. 8. 8. 
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Schedule of papers, copies of which are in the Treasurer's of ce, in relation 
to coin captured in the South. 


A.—Letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, March 8, 1866, directing 
the Treasurer of the United States to return coin to its legal owners, 
certain Richmond banks. 

B.—Joint resolution No. 6, March 22, 1867, directing the Treaurer of 
the United States to pay coin into the Treasury. 

C.—Letter of the Treasurer of the United States, March 26, 1867, to 
Director of the Mint, Philadelphia, forwarding coin and bullion. 

D.—Letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, April 4, 1867, directing 
the Treasurer to make accurate description of coin and furnish invoice 
and schedule. 

E.—Letter of C. McKibben, acting director, &c., April 5, 1867, inclos- 
ing report of assayer, &c., of same date. 

F'.—Letter of the Treasurer of the United States, April 11, 1867, con- 
taining schedule and description of coin. 

G.—Letter of the Treasurer of the United States, April 16, 1867, in 
regard to the probable ownership of the coin. 

H.—Letter of the Treasurer of the United States, June 19, 1867, 
inclosing certificate of deposit of coin in the Treasury. 


ae 
A. bd 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 8, 1866. 


Sir: Having been advised by the President, in the matter of coin 
claimed by certain of the banks of Richmond, on special deposit with 
you for safe-keeping, that it was not his intention in directing the coin 
in question to be placed in custody of this department to order such a 
capture of it as would prevent an examination and decision of the actual 
merits of the case, but to hold the property safely until the questions 
involved could be deliberately decided, and that he is of opinion, aftera 
full consideration of the case, that the coin in question should be returned 
to its legal owners after observing certain specified precautions, and the 
Solicitor of the Treasury having certified to me that these precautions 
have been sufficiently observed and seeing myself no adequate reason 
why the coin may not properly be delivered to the claimants, you are 
hereby authorized and instructed to restore the same to the officers or 
legal representatives of the bank referred to, to wit: The Bank of Vir- 
ginia, the Exchange Bank of Virginia, and the Farmers’ Bank of Vir- 
ginia, first requiring the payment of any expenses paid or incurred on 
account of said coin by this department or any of its officers, and on 
the execution and delivery also by claimants of a good and sufficient 
bond which will indemnify the United States and all of its officers and 
agents from any claim which may hereafter be made by other persons 
for the property so delivered and which will also protect and hold harm- 
less all its officers and agents against any claim ror loss or damage on 
account of its seizure, detention, or removal. 

- Very respectfully, . 
H. McCULLOCH, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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B. 
PUBLIC RESOLUTION No. 6. 


JOINT RESOLUTION in relation to coin and bullion on special deposit in the Treasury. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Oongress assembled, That the one hundred thousand 
dollars or thereabouts in coin and bullion now on special deposit in 
the Treasury of the United States, after said bullion is converted by 
direction of the Treasurer into coin, be paid into the Treasury. 

Approved March 22, 1867. 


C. 


TREASURY OF THE UNITED STATES, CASH DIVISION, 
Washington, March 26, 1867. 

Str: I have this day forwarded by Adams Express the following-de- 
scribed bullion, being gold and silver mixed: Thirty-six pieces bullion, ob- 
long in form, measuring from 4 to 14 inches in thickness, and 4? in length 
by 24 in breadth, numbered as follows, viz: 29, 36, 56, 54, 24, 35, 41, 3, 47, 
31, 53, 44, 23, 37, 21, 25, 9, 27, 40% 26, 55, 10, 42, 2, 50, 46, 51, 52, 4, 32, 
34, 5, 48, 19, 22, 12. Eleven pieces, oblong in form, measuring from 1 to 
14 inches in thickness, and from 24 to 24 inches in breadth by 6 inches in 
length. Rabbeted oneach end, and numbered as follows, viz: 38, 8, 16, 
57, 28, 17, 18,1, 14, 15, 7; one piece bullion same as last described, ex- 
cept that one end only is rabbeted, numbered 33. Three pieces bullion, 
nearly 24 inches square by 14 inches thick, numbered as follows, viz : 
20,11, 43. Five pieces bullion in form of an irregular hexagon, having 
four obtuse and two right angles, the greatest length being 43 inches, 
breadth 3 inches, and thickness 14 inches, numbered as follows: 39, 49, 
30, 6,13. One piece bullion, circular in form, measuring 44 inches in 
diameter, one plane and one convex surface, No. 45. For approximate 
weight of each piece, see schedule herewith. 

Please assay the bullion, and report upon each piece separately, if 
practicable, and send proceeds in gold coin by express to this office. This 
bullion having been captured in the South, at the close of the rebellion, 
and different opinions having been given concerning its former shape, 
some supposing it to be composed of the sweepings of the mint and 
others conjecturing that it is the accumulation of old jewelry melted up, 
I would be pleased to have the opinion of the experts in your office in 
reference to it. I also inclose by bag by to-day’s express the following 
mentioned coin, for which please retarn proceeds in gold coin to this 
office: California gold—1 piece, $50; 13 pieces, $20; 3 pieces, $10; 2 
pieces, $5; 1 piece Georgia gold, 128 grains; 1 piece Georgia gold, 27 
grains; 1 piece George 3d, worn; old silver; 15 Spanish quarters; 61 
Spanish shillings, 86 Spanish sixpences, 1 25-cent piece, 4 10-cent pieces, 
4 5-cent pieces ; amounting in total to about $375. 

Very respectfully, 
¥, E. SPINNER, 
Treasurer United States. 
CHAMBERS MOKIBBIN, Esq., 
Assistant Treasurer United States, and 
Acting Director of Mint,Philadelphia, Pa. 
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D. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, April 4, 1867. 


Str: Referring to previous correspondence on the subject I have now 
to request that you will cause a full and detailed invoice or schedule to 
be made which will accurately set forth and describe the character and 
value of the contents ofeach bag or package containing the coin and 
bullion, &c., claimed by certain of the banks of Richmond, Va., and 
placed with you for safe-keeping and make such record or statement 
concerning the same as will furnish a descriptive history thereof by 
which it or any portion of it may at any time be traced up and identi- 
fied, which record should also include the marks or devices upon the 
several packages or bars, &c. This invoice or schedule when prepared, 
or a duplicate thereof, you will please transmit to this office. This 
being done you will hold the coin in question, with other funds in your 
hands arising from sales of captured and abandoned property, until 
otherwise directed. ; 

The bullion or bars included in the lot under notice you will please 
forward to the Director of the Mint at Philadelphia with instructions to 
have it converted into coin, which coin, when prepared and delivered to 
you, you will place with that above referred to, advising me of the fact, 
amount produced, &c., and await further instructions in the premises. 
You will also please keep and transmit to me an account of any expenses 
which may have been or may hereafter be paid or incurred by you on 
account of this property, in order that they may be entered up as spe- 
cific charges against it. 

Very respectfully, 
H. McCULLOCH, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

F. E. SPINNER, Esq., 

Treasurer, United States Special Agent, Washington, D. C. 


E. 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Philadelphia, April 5, 1867. 

Str: I herewith inclose the report of Mr. J. R. Eckfeldt, assayer 
United States Mint, in relation to the silver bullion received from you 
a few days since. 

The proceeds of all deposits are payable in kind, unless otherwise or- 
dered by the Secretary of the Treasury. If you desire gold coin please 
obtain the authority of the Secretary, and on receipt I will forward gold 
coin for the amount. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. McKIBBIN, 
» Acting Director. 
Hon. F. BE. SPINNER, 
Treasurer United States. 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Philadelphia, April 5, 1867. 
Sir: In the letter of Treasurer Spinner accompanying a deposit for 
coinage of silver bars, he requests an opinion in regard to the origina 
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form and character of this silver, so far as can be gathered merely from 
the bars themselves. They come to us in three shapes: first, the dis- 
severed links from a triple mold, which we at once recognize as a mint- 
mold, and easily assign to the branch mint at New Orleans; secondly, 
small bars also of mint shape, for issue as commercial bars; thirdly, 
bars with flanges, such as are from molds for melting block-tin, and 
perhaps other metals, which shape we do not use, and did not send to 
the branch mint, although it is very convenient for lifting. As for the 
composition of the bars it will be seen by one report of assays just fin- 
ished, that they are nearly all fine silver, in the commercial sense, two or 
three being considerably below that grade. None of them are absolutely 
fine in the mint sense, which contemplates chemical purity. They gener- 
ally contain a mere trace of gold, and one of them had nearly enough 
to come up to the line of reporting. Most of them showed on solution in 
nitric acid a considerable proportion of the native sulphuret of silver, 
a pretty strong indication that these small bars were melts from the 
larger ones, which come direct from the mines to the mint, and are often 
in this partly unreduced state. The bars were melted in such style as 
showed either haste or want of skill or care. On the whole this silver 
was probably from the mines of Mexico, and certainly not from any re- 
finery. 
Very respectfully, 
J. R. ECKFELDT, 
Assayer. 
CHAMBERS MCKIBBIN, Esq., 
Acting Director United States Mint. 


No. 57.—Memorandum of silver bullion purchased by the Mint of the United States at Phil- 
adelphia, the 27th day of March, 1867, from C. McKibbin, treasurer. 
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Description of bullion. ing. ing. 2 = <2 
He a) Et) 
Ounces.| Dec. |Ounces.| Dec. | 1,000th.|Ounces.| Dec. S 2e 
SORMIShBilVeEr noo chisbics pos sto «east = 12 30 12 25 8974 12 22 $14 97 
INO TOG SRLS peeacaecasts sneak sed =7 3, 186 30 | 3,186 30 8974 ee ie 4,287 67 
Memorandum of gold bullion. 
OEE CEE, a a Oe 19| 43 OE ee IN ets Se te ea 358 53 


Original schedules on file with letters of acting Director. Also, schedule in detail of silver bars. 


FP. 


TREASURY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, April 11, 1867. 

Sir: Your letter of the 4th instant has been received, requesting a 
detailed invoice or schedule of the money and bullion specially deposited 
in this office, and claimed by certain Virginia banks. 

I herewith inclose a statement giving a full description of the coin 
and bullion as originally received, including the weight of the latter in 
ounces and penny weights. 


WILLIAM B. ISAACS & CO. 91 


The amount sent to the treasurer of the Mint at Philadelphia for 
coinage has been reported upon by him‘as follows, viz: 


EERE aka ech Kuccig Cib winger e no wes wn doy v aD $358 53 
DE SV CT ictal misipere wins on Sais parcearcteperar Le 4,302 64 
USE Givin eda a kerieambatams de ied ik Siok, dal 4,661 17 

This makes the total amount now on hand— 
Meee te eee Ga CLO basal re ae mesh ke Paks scene » $82, 422 52 
Re ee pete cee so kabs sss > tw ek pas 12,841 85 
95, 264 37 


(Ninety-five thousand two hundred and sixty-four ,°,%, dollars), which 
will be held for further instructions, as you request. 


Very respectfully, 
F,. BE. SPINNER, 
Treasurer United States. 
Hon. H. McCuLtocn, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C. 


Detailed schedule of coin and bullion captured in the South at the close of 
the rebellion, and now claimed by certain Virginia banks. 


AMERICAN GOLD. 


57 OS RR EOF ERE enemies ee eae $42, 500 
: ae as te Pee rsh vn k cepacia Ss 10, 810 
ss caunle acd a Sa ie ities lp a RE ee a 19, 365 
1S RAR AE DS AS SS gc eee 6, 190 
rot aden fe RS cs 2, 466 
NI ei Oe he ahaa Ware meh Bg ww cle 21 

81, 352 


FOREIGN GOLD. 


69 English sovereigns, at $4.83 each...............---.06. $333 27 
15 20-frane pieces, at $3.80 each... 2... eee ce eee eee eee 57 00 
39 10-guilder pieces, at $3.90 each .... 0.20 ccnacccccceeseae 152 10 
2 40-frane pieces, at $7.66 each...............-.2-. ee athens 15 32 
9 5-guilder pieces, at $1.95 each.........-..... 200 ee eeeee 17 55 
Pee BOVOLCIONS, Ab 92,41. CACD. 6. we cca sn acct cee wensens re: 12 05 
Bera) OF MOOG, Bt WOO. foe nop odes miciein was se nececessace 4 50 
manent piece, at $2.20 CAC, 60. <2. ae ceva se ce eceseetenne 2 20 
ee A OS COM as ire tone leik a avisscoennsensiewee 2 00 
CH AVOTAGING £1.00 OBO, 0 wn. cence ais cecsscccecees 37 50 
2 Spanish doubloons, at $16 each.................06. acters 32 00 
2 South American doubloons, at $15.50 each......-.....-. 31 00 
Serres OOO: often els so aca sd canner v keg emcee 15 50 


2 711 99 


92 WILLIAM B. ISAACS & CO. 


FOREIGN SILVER. 


204 Mexican dollars sci. Stabe sas rene cews eee Meeeaee $244 00 
40 Spanish dollars...... Be Me se nek eR ary er i 40 00 
10 5-frane pieces, at 93 cents.......... Sia wical ala Lhalataaelhecela Oe 9 30 
eepanish one-half lolarea 5 xGig.ce0es0-< coke ne we inn fele blaine beer 4 00 
fe Sipanish one-quarter sdollarsi.. 526 ves cs cesecs deh bawewn 14 75 
7 Spanish one-eighth dollars.......-.. agi chs Toate hie ce beers 874 
6 Spanish one-sixteenth dollars. .....0....cccccesccesn 2.2% 373 
2, South American: 8-real: pieces, ....cescieccectwienvesescas 2 00 
eC S00 WU Sead avs ote Wolves aly cise wie a ale's wi ea PE ee eRe 1 00 
Miscellaneous (small).............-.. ah. io Peiate niin SEAN ae Na Se 6 48 
322 78 
AMERICAN SILVER. 
PRECMENUIEEN 5 ass ills athiaus p'vint <islpie <u hale tele eee Selo eo oad 3 00 
Sileoe ECORI -OUATD . 3: din vin ve en's & oe wise eu kw aesie aia ae 1,819 50 
FeO ASSAM ATL OLA) es: cie'a's ie aaa w aleeia Wi view nvele Ria Siete ajehe 178 50 
19,018 one-quarter dollars ($3.25 old) .......- ery ee ty kt 4,754 50 
Bid CUI OB. os « Jo a.s tw bide «pan mereleena he «arene ae et tae 1,207 70 
BORO NAM: CUI OE cis'sn'o a sices os ves habits nes ees Meee 252 60 
Ba eCRUL IECOS. aco xa,-:a's pew se nle al Sasih 6 tee oon eohs posh 63 
8, 216 43 
BASE COIN. 
Son OxICall COlars.: ois. . atds id «ee eb ean rie ois oe aie 
ent AMCTICAN G-FOAl DIBCO ss. «4. «cine + aces.een =i weeeres 


OF PRPWng 


. 16 


Me Ci eaee apeideen Sem och easels a teh F ah bere 


OSES AEE SEE GED) Se Doce oe ie: oar ae 


Aa eer Cait ae okie els sts om aioe met 3 


GED eek cele wokics «pine b -/5 =» 


WILLIAM B. ISAACS & CO. 


Schedule of approximate weight of bullion. 


Pwts. 
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WO Shs bdatsccace Bas ce eat s Earnie ee iia w chia Goat aie se ke 
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IEP 20 tie San OR oe Pa are ee de ee eet 
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ANSTO ee ces ccls Ade ais bk late eS, Sb eck iced own bake 
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GRE Oe Fe Se ee on nee Le Re 
jay eh Ses ne nek We ee oe By epee ae ee Pr ee 
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TREASURY OF THE UNITED STATEs, 
Washington, April 16, 1867. 

My DerAR Sir: Since my letter to you of the 10th instant, in regard 
to the coin and bullion brought here from Augusta, in Georgia, by an 
- agent of your department in 1865, I have inspected the journal from 
the office of the assistant treasurer of the Confederate States of America, 
kept at Anderson, in South Carolina. I find in that book, under date of 
April 8, 1865, entered in words and figures as follows: ‘‘ Treasurer’s coin 
x. To the amount sent to T. S. Metcalf, depos’y, Aug’a, Geo., by order 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, $15,000.” It will be noticed that this 
transaction took place five days after the evacuation of Richmond, and 
the day before the surrender of the rebel army of Northern Virginia to 
Generol Grant; and further, that it was placed where the agent found 
it at Augusta, in Georgia, which is on the line of the rebel retreat. 

It is proper that it should be known that there were fifty-seven bars 
of silver bullion of peculiar shapes received and delivered by the agent 
with the coin. 

On remitting these to the Mint, in accordance with a joint resolution 
of Congress, I requested an opinion as to the character of this bullion. 
In part answer, J. R. Eckfeldt, assayer of the Mint, under date of the 
5th instant, speaking of these bars, says: ‘They come to us in three 
shapes. The dissevered links form a triple mould, which we at once 
recognize as a mint-mould, and easily assign to the branch mint at New 
Orleans.” 

These facts all seem to strengthen the theory that all the money and 
bullion spoken of belonged to the rebel government, and not, as is 
claimed, to banks, either at Richmond or New Orleans, and that it now 
legally and justly belongs, by right of capture, to the United States. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
F. E. SPINNER, 
Treasurer United States. 
Hon. HUGH McCULLOCH, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C. 


ay 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
June 19, 1867. 


Sir: I herewith inclose certificate of deposit No. 875, in duplicate, for 
$95,264.37 coin, being the avails of the captured gold and silver placed 
on special deposit in this office some time since. 

Will you please cause the amount to be covered into the general 
Treasury, in pursuance of the joint resolution of Congress, approved 
March 22, 1867, in reference thereto ? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. E. SPINNER, 
Treasuter United States. 
Hon. H. McCuLLoca, 
Secretary of Treasury. 


